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Tuesday 2nd to Friday 5th August 
“Into the Ark”  – Parents / Carers and 
Toddlers 10am – 11.30am at the Methodist 
Church Hall. (Note times) 
 Wednesday 3rd August 
“Solar Panels” – A talk presented to 
Ruddington & District Probus Club at 
Ruddington Grange Golf Club comm. 12 noon. 
Friday 5th August 
*“It Flies!”  Make and play with things that 
fly! 1pm to 3pm at Elms Park Pavilion FREE. 
Sunday 7th August 
Tea, coffee and cakes from 10am to 3pm in the 
Education Room at Rushcliffe Country Park. 
Footpath Walk - Rushcliffe Country Park to 
Bradmore and return. Meet 2.30pm The Green. 
Monday 8th August 
“Come Craft, Come Cook” with Kidycraft at 
Base Camp, St. Peter’s Junior Sch from 10am 
to 12.30pm, £8. To book tel. 0775 950 5195.  
Stay and Play Summer Sessions - Hermitage 
Preschool from 10am to 11.30am. £1 per adult, 
children free. 0 – 5 year olds. 
Tuesday 9th August 
Surestart Family Play Day – Lots of activities 
incl baby/toddler soft play from 10 to 12 noon 
at the Jubilee Clubhouse – Drop in, FREE.  
Safer Neighbourhoods –Meet with your local 
officers outside the Co-op from 2.00 to 3.00pm 
Wednesday 10th August 
Family Bike Ride & Picnic - 11am to 1pm at 
Rushcliffe Country Park. Bring your own bike 
and picnic. Meet at the Rangers Hut. FREE. 
“Dovecotes of Notts” by Eddie Woolrich at 
Ruddington W I at St. Peter’s Rooms 8pm. 
Visitors/new members welcome. 
Thursday 11th August 
“Tots at the Top”  Creative learning at the 
Hermitage with Oli Owl and his friends. Ages 
2 – 7 years, £4.50 and £3 for siblings. To book 
ring Anne on 01509 881239. 
*“How do you play with that?” Traditional 
games like whip and top at St. Peter’s Rooms 
from 2pm and 4pm. FREE. Also today visit the 
Village Museum for FREE.   
Friday 12th August 
Gaming Evening – Ruddington Youth 
Fellowship is organising an evening of games 
for ages 10+ at the Hermitage from 7pm to 
9pm. FREE but must book on 0770 449 8351. 
Saturday 13th & Sunday 14th August 
Summer Model Railway Event – see page 4. 
 

Monday 15th August 
*Music Making  with “Rhythm Tree” at the 
Young People’s Centre on the Green, from 
2pm to 4pm. All ages – FREE.  
Tuesday 16th August 
Clowning Around – make a hat and bow tie to 
be a real clown! At the library from 2.30pm to 
3.30pm – ages 5 – 9 years. Need to book. 
Wednesday 17th August 
*“It’s only natural”  – Free activities with a 
nature theme with the Wildlife Trust for ages 7 
– 11. From 2pm to 4pm at the Education Ctr. 
Rushcliffe Country Pk. FREE – booking reqd  
Friday 19th August 
*Fitness Fun – Balance, agility, co-ordination 
skills and more for ages 5 – 11. From 10am to 
12 noon at the Elms Park Pavilion. FREE 
Saturday 20th August 
Treasure Hunt – Pirates trail through the 
Framework Knitters Museum’s cottages, 
frameshops, outbuildings and garden. Between 
11am to 3.30pm Normal entrance fees apply. 
Safer Neighbourhoods - Meet with your local 
officers High Street from 2.00pm to 3.00pm. 
Monday 22nd August 
Stay and Play Summer Sessions at 
the Hermitage Preschool 10am to 11.30am. £1 
per adult, children free. 0 – 5 years olds. 
Music Event 10 – 19 year olds at the Young 
People’s Centre, the Green. 4pm to 9pm – 50p. 
Need to book – ring Patrick 0115 984 2522. 
Tuesday 23rd August 
*Surestart Family Play Day. Activities 
including baby / toddler soft play. 10am to 12 
noon at the Village Hall. Drop in, it’s FREE. 
Flipping Fantastic! Make an acrobat. For ages 
5 – 9 years at the Library from 2.30pm to 
3.30pm. Need to book. 
Tuesday 23rd to Thursday 25th August 
Multi Sports Sessions – Ages 5 – 11 yrs, £10 
per day. 9.45am to 2.45pm at James Peacock 
Sch. Ring Sports Dev Team on 0792 009 4646. 
Sunday 28th August 
Off Road Cycle Ride – A 5-hour (incl stops) 
cycle ride – ring Julian on 07824 508535. 
Tuesday 30th August 
Valuation Day – See page 7. 
Wednesday 31st August 
Street Dance with K2 Dance Academy & 
BBQ. St. Peter’s Church 7pm to 9pm. £3 to 
incl food. To book - Louisa 0770 449 8351. 
* Children must be supervised and 
accompanied by an adult at all times.
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HOW WELL DO YOU KNOW YOUR VILLAGE? 

The clues below represent street names, buildings and establishments in 
Ruddington – can you work them out? We’ve given you the number of letters to 
help. (Answers on page 4.) 
1.    Holy man’s apartments (2-6-5)  6.    Albino equus (5-5) 
2.    Lofty thoroughfare (4-6)  7.    Rural assembly place (7-4)  
3.    Triple regalia (5-6)   8.    Actress Jane, rural route (5-4) 
4.    King Arthur’s route? (7-6)  9.    Ranunculus plots (9-7) 
5.    Former statesman impetus (9-5) 10.  Loner’s abode (3-9) 
Adapted from page 67 of 1981’s ‘A Guide to the Village of Ruddington’ 
(Researched by Faye Stenson) 

‘PHOTOGRAPHIC’ GARDEN COMPETITION 
For those of you with lovely back gardens that no-one 
gets to see, there is the new photographic competition 
launched by Ruddington Parish Council this year. Just 
take a photo of your garden and send it in along with an 
entry form before 31st August 2011. For details of the 
competition and an entry form, visit the Parish Council 
website or the Parish Council office.  

Ruddington Parish Council 
VILLAGE NEWSLETTER 
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DAMAGE TO PLAY AREA 
On the evening of Friday 15th July, 
wooden planters at the Elms Park 
Play Area were upturned, spilling soil 
and plants over the ground and 
generally making the area a mess. 
Sadly, if causing damage was not 
enough, it would appear that some of 
the plants have been taken away. Our 
Beat Manager Ann Gill has asked that 
if anyone sees a person or persons 
acting in an inappropriate manner, 
please ring 0300 300 9999. Whilst the 
police might not be able to respond 
immediately, it would give them an 
opportunity to investigate further.   

The Parish Council would like to say a 
big “thank you” to the person or 
persons who managed to put the 
planters upright again and made an 
effort to tidy up the plants, etc.  
 

BORN IN A BARN 
After several successful years in their 
Grade Two listed building on High 
Street “Beauty at the Barn” has 
relocated to larger premises on 
Kempson Street. The grand opening 
ceremony was held on Friday 22nd 
July when customers old and new 
were invited for champagne, nibbles 
and special offers – and to look 
around their new home, Orchard 
House.  Not to be confused with the 
building of the same name on 

Easthorpe Street, this is a new build 
just around the corner from the 
Conservative Club, and quite a 
contrast to their old place! 

 
“We’d outgrown the barn and now 
employ seven staff” owner Justine 
Hickling told us.  “I’m very excited 
we’ve moved. We have a downstairs 
treatment room here - which is much 
better for clients with walking 
difficulties - as well as our own car 
park.  There’s been a great response 
from everyone so far”. So, whatever 
beauty treatment you’re after, “Beauty 
at the Barn at Orchard House” is at 
your service! 
(Researched & written by Graham Wright) 

 
GREEN FLAG AWARD  

 
Rushcliffe Country Park is one of the 
best in the country – and that’s official. 
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easily taken from pockets and bags 
when you are not looking. Use the 
facilities in the hotel to keep your 
valuables in – especially if the hotel 
has a main safe rather than one in 
your bedroom. Make sure you keep 
your credit and debit cards in sight 
when paying for goods and services. 
Keep safe and enjoy your holiday.” 
Police contact numbers are:  
0300 300 9999 (non emergency) 
Our Beat Manager is PC Ann Gill – 
tel: 07702 141 724 
Our PCSO is Jenny Buggy –  
tel: 07702 141 722 

IN AN EMERGENCY RING 999 
 

CHORAL SOCIETY 
The Ruddington & District Choral 
Society will start their new season in 
St. Peter’s School at 7.30pm on 
Monday 5th September. We meet 
every Monday during term time and  

 
perform two concerts a year along 
with our popular Carol Concert with 
the Djanogly Orchestra in December. 
If you fancy a sing (said to be good for 
the heart!) come along and give us a 
try – there are no auditions and you 
are guaranteed a warm welcome.  
Contact Pat Beale 0115 921 1451 

FREE VALUATION DAY 
Charles Hanson and members of his 
team are coming to Ruddington so get 
into the loft and bring out those old 
treasures and find out what they are 

worth. The first event in June was 
quite exciting with several interesting 
pieces. Ian Wilbraham brought in an 
ancient horse on wheels. Charles was 
very interested and the horse will now 
be going into a specialist Toy Auction 
in August.  

The Chapel Hall at Ruddington 
Framework Knitters' Museum is the 
venue, and the next date is Tuesday 
August 30th from 11am to 4pm. 
Valuations are free but a donation to 
the museum is very welcome. Light 
refreshments are available. For further 
information call Hansons on 01283 
733 988 or Ruddington Framework 
Knitters' Museum on 0115 984 6914. 

VOLUNTEER DRIVERS 
Do you have a few hours a month to 
spare on a Wednesday morning? We 
are looking for volunteers to drive our 
community bus which provides an 
essential service for pensioners in the 
village. If you think you might be able 
to help contact the Parish Council 
Office for more information. 
RUDDINGTON DIARY  
Monday 1st August 
*“All Sorts”  – Sensory tent, paints, dough, 
collage, etc. for ages 3 – 11 years. Village Hall 
10am to 12 noon - drop in FREE.  
Tuesday 2nd to Friday 5th August 
Summer Drama Holiday Club by Rhema 
Theatre Company, 9am – 3.30pm at St. Peter’s 
Church £10 per day. Reception to Y6. Contact 
Vicki 07837 898510. 
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on Easthorpe Street. Alfred’s pictures 
are now considered fairly valuable, 
selling for up to £10,000. One of his 
works, a water colour of the Red 
Heart pub, remains in the village. 

Oliver’s Butcher’s is established 
‘My father, Thomas William Oliver, 
known as Bill, took on the butcher’s 
shop on Church Street in 1935,’ says 
David. ‘We stayed in the same 
premises throughout our time there, 
and it’s still a butcher’s today 
(Ruddington Village Butchers Ltd). 
Another Thomas Oliver actually 
started the business in 1880, but sold 
out to the Suttons in 1890 when he 
moved to Bunny to start a cattle 
dealership. 45 years later, Dad 
brought the butcher’s shop back into 
the Oliver fold and I started working 
there full-time in 1955 when I was 15.’ 
The 15 year old Oliver was no 
stranger to the daily routine of life as a 
butcher – he’d been working in the 
shop part time since the age of 11 and 
slaughtering beasts from the age of 
12. ‘We did all our own slaughtering in 
those days,’ remembers David. ‘Like 
all butchers at the time, we bought our 
animals alive and slaughtered them 
ourselves, either in our own 
slaughterhouse behind the shop or, in 
later years, at the abattoir at the Co-
op.’ In fact, slaughtering was such a 
big part of the butchery business in 
the 1950s that three other men helped 
with the slaughtering work at Oliver’s, 
besides David and his father. Most of 
the cattle and sheep came from local 
farms, most of which are now long 
gone. Says David: ‘We used Stanley 
Marsh on the other side of 
Loughborough Road, Carnell’s and 
Randalls of Bradmore, Jack Small of 
Thrumpton and John  Shepherd’s at 
Gotham. Some of our lamb also came 
from Plowright’s at Barton in Fabis. 

Dad and I would go out on Sunday 
mornings and inspect the beasts to 
see which ones were ready for the 
chop!’ Oliver’s had to close their 
slaughterhouse in the 1950s as it was 
considered too near to residential 
buildings, but Bill and David continued 
to slaughter their own stock at the Co-
op abattoir until it closed in the early 
1980s.  
In the 1940s and 50s, Bill developed 
an interesting sideline to the business 
by offering a castration service for 
young cats and pigs. David explains: 
‘There was no vet for miles around, 
but animal owners wanted to keep the 
population of cats and pigs down. So 
they’d bring them to our 
slaughterhouse to be “done”! It might 
sound a bit barbaric now, but none of 
the animals Dad treated ever had any 
problems. He used home-rendered 
lard as an antiseptic, which worked 
really well to prevent infection.’ 
In part two of this feature, to appear in 
next month’s newsletter, David tells us 
more about life as a butcher in 1950s 
and 60s Ruddington and what 
shopping was like in the village in 
those days. 
(Researched & written by Faye Stenson) 

 
POLICING 

Our Beat Manager Ann Gill, says: 
“It’s easy to feel more relaxed and 
distracted while you are on holiday – 
after all, that is reason for going away. 
However, I would like to take this 
opportunity to remind you of some 
simple safety precautions that could 
prevent your holiday being spoiled by 
opportunist thieves. When travelling, 
remember to spread your valuables 
amongst your baggage – ideally, keep 
it on you at all times. Take care with 
purses, wallets, mobile phones, 
cameras and other valuables that are 
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The park has received its fifth 
consecutive Green Flag Award, a sign 
that the park is well-maintained and 
well-managed, with excellent facilities. 

 
The huge success of the summer time 
events last year has promoted a new 
group of residents under the banner of 
RUDDINGTON FUN to organise an 
even better schedule of events to 
keep you and your children happy, 
occupied and entertained this 
summer. If you haven’t received a 
leaflet you can check out the diary on 
page 8. 

AND A BIG “THANK YOU” 
Sincere thanks are sent to everyone 
who donated coupons to “Ruddington 
Fun” during the recent “Cash for 
Communities” promotion in the Post 
newspaper. They were delighted to 
receive £219.48 which will help to 
provide fun activities in the village for 
all ages this summer.  
                                    (Barbara Breakwell) 

 
ROAD WORKS & CLOSURES 

The Parish Council has been advised 
that resurfacing work will be taking 
place in the village in August and will 
result in road closures and temporary 
traffic lights. There will be temporary 
road closures from Kempson Street, 
along The Green and as far as 
Parkyns Street between 8th & 12th 
August. Traffic lights will be in 
operation on the A60 to enable buses 
to turn from Easthorpe Street and 
buses will also go straight across the 
junction at Kirk Lane / High Street 
using Charles Street. Help will be 
given to residents of The Green with 
regard to access and egress.  

There will also be temporary road 
closures and four way traffic signals 
on the A60 at the junction of Flawforth 
Lane, Kirk Lane and Loughborough 
Road during evenings and weekends 
between 4th & 21st August. See signs 
for more information.  
 

JULIAN RIDES A NOVELTY BIKE  

 
Julian Bentley is pictured on this 
strange bike at the Rush4Health event 
at Ruddington Country park on 
Sunday 3rd July. As a keen cyclist, he 
organises cycle rides for all types of 
cyclists that start in the village. Ring 
Julian on 07824 508535 for details. 
 

BEST KEPT VILLAGE RESULTS 
Despite a late but determined effort, 
Ruddington was not placed in the top 
four for our section in the Best Kept 
Village Competition 2011. However, 
the judges’ comments were very 
encouraging: 
“Entrances to village very clean. 
Verges and green spaces well kept. 
Village Green well kept and tidy.  
Main street and shopping area clean. 
Commercial properties very clean and 
tidy. 
Very clean and consistent 
throughout.” 
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FARMERS OFF THE MARKET  
After a short period of closure, then 
reduced opening hours under short 
term tenancies, The Jolly Farmers is 
now back in business under full time 
management. Since the 18th of July 
Ruddington’s most northerly public 
house on Wilford Road has been in 
the capable hands of new landlord 
Mike Hembling. He hopes to turn 
around its’ fortunes having previously 
run successful pubs in St Albans and 
Ipswich.  He now welcomes the 
challenge of breathing new life into 
‘The Jollies’.  
“It’s a proper locals’ pub” he says “and 
people are starting to come back.  
We’ve got pool and darts and a great 
function room for meetings.  I’ve 
already introduced a ‘Divorced and 
Singles Night’ every Friday – a 
chance to meet new friends and enjoy 
yourself.”  Other entertainment, 
including live music and Karaoke, is 
just around the corner. Mike and his 
team are extending a warm welcome 
to customers old and new from noon 
until eleven Mondays to Saturdays 
and noon until half past ten on 
Sundays. “We’ll have an official 
opening night soon!” 
For the future?  Real ales could return 
to the bar if there’s a demand for 
them,  And, after a revamp to the 
kitchen, it’s hoped food will soon be 
back on the menu - including some 
barbecues on the terrace before the 
summer’s out! 
 (Researched & written by Graham Wright) 

 
NEW NETWORKING GROUP 

Ruddington Business Partnership is a 
new business networking group that 
aims to give Ruddington-based 
businesses the opportunity to meet, 
understand and support each other. 
The group has been formed as an off-

shoot of the Rushcliffe Business 
Partnership and will meet on the 3rd 
Friday of each month between 8am 
and 9am, upstairs at Philo’s on the 
High Street. It is hoped the 
Partnership will help raise awareness 
of issues that affect Ruddington’s 
business community and provide a 
way for local business people to 
connect with other networking groups, 
local councils and community groups. 
The first meeting will take place on 
Friday 19 August. All local businesses 
are welcome to come along. 
(Researched & written by Faye Stenson) 

 
SUMMER MODEL RAILWAY EVENT 
Model railway enthusiasts of all ages 
are in for a treat on 13 and 14 August 
as Ruddington’s Great Central 
Railway (GCRN) holds its 2011 
Summer Model Railway Event. Last 
year’s event was a great success and 
GCRN are hoping it will prove just as 
popular this year. There’ll be a range 
of layouts on display, with a selection 
of workshops and trade stands, as 
well as trains running on GCRN’s own 
miniature railway. And fans of the real 
thing won’t be disappointed as full-
size heritage train services will also be 
running to Loughborough on a special 
timetable. With a cafeteria and gift 
shop on site as well as on-train 
refreshments, it’s set to be a great day 
out for all the family. Visit 
www.gcrn.co.uk for more details. 
(Researched & written by Faye Stenson) 

How well do you know your village? 
Answers: 
1. St. Peter’s Rooms   6. White Horse 
2. High Street     7. Village Hall 
3. Three Crowns     8. Asher Lane 
4. Camelot Street     9. Buttercup Gdns 
5. Churchill Drive       10. The Hermitage 
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OLIVER’S BUTCHERS:  
The History of a Family and its 

Business (Part 1) 
For 64 years, Oliver’s Butchers on 
Church Street was one of the 
mainstays of Ruddington life and 
David Oliver’s retirement in January 
2000 was seen by many as the end of 
an era. Now aged 71, David was born 
in the rooms above and behind the 
butcher’s shop and lived there until 
1998. He now lives with his wife 
Marion in a house on Easthorpe 
Street that was previously owned by 
his uncle, Frank Oliver. 

 
(David as a Parish Councillor in the 1980’s) 

In the first part of this three part 
feature on his life and wider family 
history, David traces the Oliver 
family’s rise to increasing prominence 
in Ruddington through the 
establishment of several thriving 
family businesses, including what was 
to become his own butcher’s shop. 
Olivers arrive and make their mark 
The Olivers are one of our village’s 
oldest families, establishing 
themselves here when Thomas Oliver 
moved from Market Bosworth to 
Ruddington with his wife Mary in 
1744. He started a bricklaying 
business which ran for 255 years until 
1999, providing gainful employment 

for many Oliver sons and daughters 
along the way. Thomas died in 1777, 
leaving £80 in his will – quite a tidy 
sum in those days. 
Producing a detailed family tree 
showing many generations of Olivers, 
David muses on aspects of the 
bricklaying firm’s history. ‘Unusually, it 
was run by a woman for 36 years – 
from 1886 to 1922. The lady in 
question was Emily Oliver, widow of 
another Thomas Oliver. She gained 
quite a formidable reputation as a 
matriarch in her time! Several of her 
14 children also went into the 
business, with a lot of the work 
coming from (Ruddington landowner) 
Philo Mills’ various estates. Philo 
promised Emily at her husband’s 
graveside that work would always be 
available on his land if hard times 
befell the Olivers, and he stayed true 
to his word.’ 

Other Oliver businesses 
As well as the bricklaying business, 
the Oliver family also ran a smithy that 
later became O J Blood’s (O J Blood’s 
predecessor, Fred Topley, was 
married to an Oliver) and a funeral 
service that passed to A W Lymn in 
the 1990s.  

 
(Advert in the 1960’s Guide to the Village) 
A more unusual business venture was 
that of Alfred Oliver (1868-1943) who 
had an artist’s studio in Gordon Lodge 



                                                                      

 

 




