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RUDDINGTON DIARY  
 

Wednesday 1st February 

“A plan, a man & two canals” - a talk by 

John Moore presented by Ruddington & 

District Probus Club at Ruddington Grange 

Golf Club. 0115 921 4139 ext 22 for details. 

Ruddington Local History & Amenity 

Society presents  ’Sir Ralph of Epperstone – 

A Medieval Physician’ by Ralph Needham. 

St. Peter’s Rooms 8pm in the Hall. Visitors 

welcome. £2 per meeting incl refreshments. 

Sunday 5th February 

Tea, Coffee & Cakes – The Friends of 

Rushcliffe Country Park invite you to enjoy 

tea, coffee and cakes from 10.00am to 3.00pm 

in the Education Room (by the lake) at 

Rushcliffe Country Park. In aid of FoRCP. 

Footpath Walk - Ruddington Footpaths 

Preservation Group’s organised walk -

Plumtree Circular. Meet 2.00pm on The 

Green. 

Tuesday 7th February 

Amenities Committee Meeting at St. Peter’s 

Rooms, Church Street commencing 7.30pm 

Wednesday 8th February 

‘That Hat!’ – Ruddington W.I. presents a talk 

by Julia Waterfall at its 88th Anniversary 

Meeting. St. Peter’s Rooms commencing 

7.15pm. Visitors and new members welcome. 

Saturday 11th February 

Parish Council Surgery – Your opportunity  

to meet with your Parish, Borough and County 

Councillors to discuss local issues. 10am to 12 

noon in the Hall at St. Peter’s Rooms 

Sunday 12th February 

Valentines Day Lunch – (with special 

themed menu) at Ruddington Golf Club. 

Super Valentine raffle, auction and gift for the 

ladies. Tickets £27.50 (ring 0115 921 4146). 

All profits to the ‘Teddies for Loving Care 

Nottinghamshire’ – caring for children in our 

local hospitals. 

The Mahalas – 50′s & 60′s Rock & Roll – 

Youth Ministry fundraiser to be held at St. 

Peter’s Church commencing 7pm. Concert & 

3 course meal £10 per ticket. Details from the 

Church Office on 0115 878 0579 or email 

ruddoffice@googlemail.com. 

Wednesday 15th February 

“The Blue and The Grey” - a talk by Roy 

Woodward presented by Ruddington & 

District Probus Club at Ruddington Grange 

Golf Club. Phone 0115 921 4139 ext 22 for 

more information. 

Tuesday 21st February 

Environment & Community Committee 
Meeting at St. Peter’s Rooms, Church Street 

commencing 7.30pm 
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St. Peter’s Rooms, Church Street, Ruddington, Nottingham NG11 6HA.       
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Fax: 0115 914 6646                                Website: www.RuddingtonParishCouncil.gov.uk 
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NEWSLETTER CONTRIBUTORS 
Due to the popularity of the Ruddington Village Newsletter, we are looking for one 
or two more “occasional” contributors to assist with compiling local stories. You 
don’t need writing experience but you do need to have a strong interest in the 
village and be willing to do a little “leg work” from time to time when investigating an 
article.  Obviously, you will be doing it “for love, not money” but articles are credited 
to the writer. Please contact Linda at the Parish Council Office and arrange to pop 
along to one of our monthly editorial meetings. 
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S.O.S – SAVE OUR SHOPS!  
A new campaign has been launched by a village businesswoman with the 

theme “S.O.S – Save Our Shops!” 
 

It’s the idea of Ruddington Travel’s Sarah Eborall and her 
father Chris, who runs an independent music shop in 
Scarborough.  This follows another tough Christmas for 
traders – when we saw yet more people choosing to buy 
goods and services over the internet instead of on the High 
Street. It takes the form of a series of six specially designed 
posters ranging from ‘”www? Why why wait?” to “When you 
buy from the net – not always a safe bet!”  There are also 
“Save Our Shops” badges which can be worn by 

shopkeepers and shop assistants.Their campaign has already received the backing 
of ‘Queen of Retail’ Mary Portas after Chris contacted her about it.  In the letter he 
wrote: “The economy, the internet, high rents, high business rates and the 
reluctance for towns to allow easy access to the motorist are all factors we are sure 
are killing the High Street.  Hence our action.” Sarah has also written to the Prime 
Minister but is yet to receive a reply!  Meantime she is offering the posters and 
badges FREE to other Ruddington retailers who wish to display or wear them in 
their own shops.  If you’d like one please pop into Ruddington Travel on Church 
Street.                             (Researched & written by Graham Wright)                

A HUGE “THANK YOU” 
On January 18

th
 the children of James 

Peacock School, led by the Deputy 
Head, Mrs Clemens, held a special 
assembly to say “Thank you” to the 
various individuals and organisations 
who had supported the school in their 
recent development of a Sensory 
Room. The multi sensory room is a 
designated space, appropriately 
resourced to be able to be either calm 
or stimulating as required, to support 
and meet children’s individual, long 
and short term emotional, physical 

and social needs.     (Continued over)              

 

Ruddington Parish Council 
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Financial support to enable the 
purchase of the specialist equipment 
in the room was generously given by 
the Parish, Borough and County 
Councillors, the Extended Services 
Team,  Friends of James Peacock, 
FSE Ltd,  Ruddington Grange Golf 
Club (Ladies Team) and  Welcome 
Finance.  Each of them was 
presented with a “Thank you” card 
designed by the pupils. Individuals 
have also contributed various 
resources and collectively the result is 
a unique facility in our local school. 
                               (By Barbara Breakwell) 

 
 

 

 

As part of the on-going issues in 
respect of dog fouling in children’s 
play areas and on the playing fields, 
the Parish Council is installing 
signage advising dog owners that 
dogs are to be kept on a lead on Elms 
Park Playing Fields, Jubilee Playing 
Field, Sellors Playing Field and 
Vicarage Lane Playing Field. The 
Parish Council hopes that dog walkers 
will co-operate with this project as 
users of the playing fields are 
reporting considerable problems with 
dog faeces left where children play. 
Always remember to “pick up” after 
your dog – the Parish Council office 
has some supplies of “poop” bags. 

 
CHARITY LUNCH 

Local charity “Teddies for Loving Care 
Nottinghamshire” will be holding a 
fundraising Valentine’s lunch on 
Sunday 12 February at Ruddington 

Grange Golf Club’s Banqueting Suite. 
This annual event is supported by 
local shops and businesses in 
Ruddington and West Bridgford who 
donate prizes every year for the super 
raffle and auction. Everyone attending 
is encouraged to support these local 
traders, whose names are displayed 
on every table. The event is great fun 
and every lady receives a rose. It’s a 
great way to give your partner a 
Valentine’s treat and support a charity 
that helps local children suffering 
trauma at the same time. Tickets 
include a 4-course meal and entry to 
the prize draw. Contact Graham Riche 
on 07786 226 109 for ticket price and 
availability.      (Written by Faye Stenson)  

 
                     SNOW CODE ….…………   
Repeating the information previously 
provided: According to the 
government website, there’s no law 
stopping you from clearing snow and 
ice on the pavement outside your 
home or from public spaces. Use salt 
or sand – NOT WATER! If you use 
water to melt the snow, it will refreeze 
and turn to black ice. When you’re 
shovelling snow, take care where you 
put it so it doesn’t block people’s 
paths or drains. For more information 
on the Snow Code go to 
www.direct.gov.uk 

 
      CEREBRAL PALSY SPORT 
This year’s Rushcliffe 10K & Fun Run 
will support the charity Cerebral Palsy 
Sport, which helps improve the lives 
of children and young people with 
physical disabilities through sport. The 
event will be held on Sunday 4 March, 
with the race starting at 10:30am. 
There are two routes to choose from – 
the 2K Fun Run (twice around the 
lake) and a 5K course around the 
Park which will be run twice for the full 

 

PLAY 
AREA 

SAFETY 
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Of course, there are plenty more 
classes and groups in the village at 
other venues and you can find details 
of many of these on the Parish 
Council website:  …………………. 
www.ruddingtonparishcouncil.gov.uk 
under the section WHAT’S ON. 

 
POLICING 

Our Beat Manager Ann Gill says:  
“At the time of writing this I can report 
that burglary in Rushcliffe has risen 
slightly and I would like to remind 
people of additional precautions they 
can take to try and prevent their 
property becoming a target. A well 
maintained frontage will give the 
impression that you care about your 
property and are more likely to be 
security conscious. Valuables 
including personal documents (eg 
passport, etc) would be better kept in 
a home safe or similar security 
storage cabinet. Many break-ins are 
to acquire car keys, so if you have a 
vehicle try to make sure it is out of 
sight in a garage if you have one, or 
behind locked gates if possible.  If 
neither of these are possible, try to 
use an additional security device 
which will at least help to deter would-
be car thieves. Security lights, alarms 
and CCTV all help deter possible 
offenders and can be bought from any 
good hardware supplier.” 
Police contact numbers are:  
Dial 101  - the NEW non emergency 
number 
Our Beat Manager is PC Ann Gill – 
tel: 07702 141 724 
Our PCSO is Jenny Buggy –  
tel: 07702 141 722 
IN AN EMERGENCY RING 999 

A LARGE PRINT COPY OF THIS 
NEWSLETTER IS AVAILABLE 

IN THE LIBRARY 

2
nd

 ANNIVERSARY EDITION 
The Parish Council would like to thank 
all contributors for making this 
newsletter such a success.  This 
edition celebrates the second 
anniversary of the Village Newsletter 
which is now 8-pages in full colour 
and has more than 1,200 copies 
picked up every month. We hope that 
it continues to remain popular and 
satisfy the needs of Ruddington’s 
residents.

COULD YOU HELP OUT AT GCRN? 
Our local heritage railway, Great 
Central Railway Nottingham (GCRN), 
is looking for new people to join its 
team of volunteers. The team needs 
help in all areas, including laying or 
maintaining the track, locomotives, 
rolling stock and structures. They are 
also looking for volunteers to help out 
in the shop or on-train. So if you have 
spare time on your hands and would 
like to get involved, they would love to 
hear from you. Training and 
orientation are provided so no specific 
skills are necessary. For further 
details, please email info@gcrn.co.uk. 

 
Photo supplied by Peter Woodhead 

GCRN is also looking for a company 
that can help them build a new station 
platform. If you (or anyone you know) 
can help, please contact the team on 
the above email.     (By Faye Stenson)
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food” to the pub “and, yes, we will be 
repairing the signs!”  The interior is 
also set for a bit of a makeover after 
which Sunday and midweek carveries 
will be available along with a full 
general menu.  The rear function 
room is now being offered for FREE 
hire – with disco and buffet available.  
And, as well as the established disco 
and karaoke nights on Wednesdays 
and Fridays, there’s new “live” music 
– with singer Tony Beltz starting 
things off on the 18

th
 February. 

Thirdly, it looks like “live” music is also 
back on the cards at The Victoria 
Tavern.  Bhavna Patel – whose family 
also runs The Red Heart - has just 
handed over the keys after 18 months 
there. Locals gathered to wish her a 
fond farewell on the 23

rd
 January. 

Following a period of uncertainty for 
staff and customers the new lease 
was taken on by Enterprise Inns 
entrepreneur Harry Kelly the following 
day – adding to his chain of around 60 
pubs.  He has kept on four staff 
members including newly appointed 
manageress Sarah McCree (pictured 
centre), chef Colleen (left) and 
Sarah’s youngest son Joe (right).  

Eldest son Ben and existing barman 
Mike complete the team.  As well as 
pledging to continue with a choice of 
five changing real ales they have also 
expanded the food menu but brought 
down the prices - with many meals 

including Sunday lunch now costing 
less than a fiver.  A “Happy Hour” has 
been introduced on weekday 
lunchtimes and early evenings with 
pints from £2.50.  Pub quizzes, bingo 
and karaoke are also planned…. 
(Written & researched by Graham Wright)  

            IN THE DOLDRUMS? …   …..   
The doldrums (sometimes spelt 
dolddrums) is the name used for a 
low-pressure area around the equator 
where in calm periods the winds can 
disappear altogether and years ago 
would trap sail-powered boats for 
periods of days or weeks. 

       
Many people feel that they are “in the 
doldrums” early in the year, when the 
weather is poor, nights are long and 
there doesn’t seem to be much to look 
forward to until Spring. So this is an 
excellent time to take up a new hobby, 
join a club, learn a skill or just get fit. 
The Parish Council’s venues are used 
for a huge variety of groups and 
classes, and frequently has new 
things starting. There is Zumba, Tai 
Chi, Pilates, Karate and Dance 
Classes for all ages. If you are looking 
for something less active, there are 
Craft Classes, a Knitting Group, 
Bridge and even a Lacemakers Group 
(self-help, not teaching). Then there’s 
the History Society, the Women’s 
Institute, the Ladies’ Probus Club and 
the Western Front Association who all 
hold meetings with interesting 
speakers and a chance to make new 
friends with similar interests.  
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10K. All age groups and abilities are 
invited to take part, although 10K 
participants must be aged 15 or over, 
and under 18’s need parental 
permission. It costs between £3 and 
£12 to enter the race and Rushcliffe 
Borough Council will donate £1 of 
each entry fee to CP Sport. The 
closing date for entries is Friday 17 
February 2012, so please make sure 
you enter in good time. You can find 
out more and enter the race online at 
www.rushcliffe.gov.uk/10k. 

 
                          (Written by Faye Stenson) 

 
 
     LOVE YOUR LEFTOVERS  … 
Love Food Hate Waste 
Nottinghamshire can help you save 
money and help the environment by 
reducing the amount of food we throw 
away every week. Wasting food costs 
the average family £480 a year: this 
increases to £680 a year for families 
with children – or around £50 a 
month!  

 

Nottinghamshire County Council have 
launched a “LOVE YOUR 

LEFTOVERS COMPETITION” where 
if you create a new dish from your 
lovely leftovers you could win a great 
prize.  
*Your recipe cooked by a top UK chef 
in Nottingham’s Market Square 
*Your winning recipe published on the 
Love Food Hate Waste Notts website 
*£100 Lakeland vouchers donated by 
Veolia Environmental Services 
*Celebrity chef Richard Fox’s latest 
book 
*A signed Love Food Hate Waste 
apron. 
Visit the Nottinghamshire County 
Council website and type in Love 
Food Hate Waste for entry details. 
The deadline is 26

th
 February 2012.  

 

 

COUNTY COUNCIL LEADER VISITS       
…………..RUDDINGTON 
Ruddington Library staff recently 
welcomed Councillor Kay Cutts, 
Leader of the County Council. She 
was visiting the library as part of her 
mission to see the work of the 58 
Children’s Centres in 
Nottinghamshire.  
Every second 
Tuesday of the 
month the library 
hosts staff 
members from 
Abbey Road and 
Lady Bay 
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Children’s Centre who hold a “Rattle, 
Rhyme and Roll” Session for local 0-3 
year olds and their parents / carers.  
The sessions enable parents / carers 
and children to meet together and 
have fun in the relaxed atmosphere of 
our local library. ……………………… 
Whilst in the library Cllr. Cutts took the 
time to talk to the participants in the 
session, the library and Sure Start 
teams as well as other residents who 
were present.  ………………………… 
The library users took the opportunity 
to acknowledge with her their delight 
that it has been recently announced 
that the library will open longer after 
April as it is one of 15 in the County to 
have additional hours of opening time.  
…              (Written by Barbara Breakwell)

 

             ‘BEER & BANTER’ - ………. 
           a new way to network    ….. 
Building on the success of the 
Ruddington Business Partnership 
(RBP), which launched in the village 
last year, a second group is set to 
launch at the end of February. Called 
‘Beer & Banter’, the group will meet in 
The Stables area of the White Horse 
Inn on the last Friday of each month 
for a relaxed networking session over 
a beer or two. 
The aim of the group is to give 
businesspeople in the village who 
would like to network, but are either 
unable to attend daytime events or 
would prefer an informal atmosphere, 
the opportunity to make new contacts 
and pass business. In particular, 
trades which don’t traditionally 
network, such as plumbers and 
electricians, are being encouraged to 
give the group a try. 
The first meeting will take place 

between 6pm and 7:30pm on Friday 

           
24 February. Beer & Banter will run on 
a drop-in basis, with businesses free 
to call in for just half an hour or so, or 
for the full duration. Hopefully the new 
group will build on RBP’s success by 
offering an alternative way to generate 
new work for Ruddington’s business 
community. 
For more information, please email 
ianwilson@rockhopperevolution.co.uk 
or faye.stenson@blackandwrite.co.uk. 
                         (Written by Faye Stenson)

           WHY HASN’T ANYONE ……..  
              DONE   ANYTHING? ……. 
Have you spotted something wrong in 
the village? Perhaps graffiti on a wall 
or a street light not working? 
Why not report it yourself rather than 
assume someone else will. The more 
reports that are made the quicker it 
might be sorted. ………………………. 
Litter or graffiti - contact Streetwise 
on 0115 981 9911 or email  
customerservices@rushcliffe.gov.uk 
Faulty street light or traffic light, 
excessive weeds or plant growth 
on pavements, damaged 
pavements, flooding or drainage 
problems on roads - contact  
Nottinghamshire County Council on 
08449 80 80 80 or via 
www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk 
Water Leaks – contact Severn Trent 
on 0800 783 4444 or 
www.stwater.co.uk   
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RUDDINGTON COMMUNITY CHOIR 
Do you enjoy singing? Were you 
inspired by Gareth Malone and his 
Military Wives’ choir? I can’t promise a 
number 1 hit single, but I can 
guarantee to lift your spirits through 
song when you join the brand new 
Ruddington Community Choir.  

         
The choir is open to everyone, 
regardless of experience, ability or 
confidence. There are no auditions; 
songs will be taught by ear, so you 
don't have to be able to read music, 
though sheet music, along with 
recordings, will be available on 
request. Music will be varied to 
include pop, gospel and folk, and 
there will be solo opportunities for 
more experienced singers. A course 
of 10 sessions costs £35 in advance, 
or £4 a session.  
Rehearsals will take place on 
Tuesday evenings from 8.00-9.30pm 
at St Peter’s Church starting on 
Tuesday 13 March. However, the 
choir will be launched in a special 
event ‘Sing for Ngora’ on Saturday 3 
March at St Peter’s Church. This will 
consist of a singing workshop from 
2.00 until 5.00, followed by an 
informal concert for friends and family. 
The cost to take part in the workshop 
is £15 (£10 concessions) and will 
include 2 tickets for the concert, 
refreshments and all music. Concert 

tickets for non-participants are £3 (£2 
concessions). Proceeds will be 
donated to the Ruddington Churches’ 
Ngoro charity through TESO 
Development Trust. 
Further details on joining the choir 
and/or attending the workshop are 
available from Cathy Troup, choir co-
ordinator: cathy@brachamusic.co.uk; 
mobile:  07909 926129.  

 
     RUDDINGTON GOES “LIVE”! 
It’s been a busy Christmas and New 
Year period for Ruddington’s pubs – 
as three of them have just changed 
hands in as many months. What’s 
more ALL THREE are also promising 
regular “live” music to pull in the 
punters! 
First up, after a long period of closure 
- and eventual repairs and 
refurbishment - The Bricklayers 
Arms reopened its doors to drinkers 
on Friday 11

th
 November.  It’s now in 

the experienced hands of mother and 
daughter team Carol & Brenda – who 
hail from Great Yarmouth.  Carol has 
been managing pubs for 18 years but 
hopes to become a permanent fixture 
in Ruddington.  Real ale can now be 
found on the bar for the first time in a 
decade – and monthly Karaoke is on 
Sunday afternoons plus a new 
monthly Wednesday “Open Mic” night 
starting on the 15

th
 February.  Despite 

the lengthy closure we’re told many of 
the old regulars quickly returned – but 
with lots of fresh faces enjoying the 
Sky Sports TV and new “Card School” 
on Sundays.  They’re also looking to 
join the local Pool League. 
Secondly, since the 5

th
 of January, 

Natalie Toplis has been welcoming 
locals at The Jolly Farmers.  
Originally from Chesterfield she’s 
taken on the five year licence to 
reintroduce some “life” and “Jolly good 
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welcome. £2 per meeting incl refreshments. 

Sunday 5th February 

Tea, Coffee & Cakes – The Friends of 

Rushcliffe Country Park invite you to enjoy 

tea, coffee and cakes from 10.00am to 3.00pm 

in the Education Room (by the lake) at 

Rushcliffe Country Park. In aid of FoRCP. 

Footpath Walk - Ruddington Footpaths 

Preservation Group’s organised walk -

Plumtree Circular. Meet 2.00pm on The 

Green. 

Tuesday 7th February 

Amenities Committee Meeting at St. Peter’s 

Rooms, Church Street commencing 7.30pm 

Wednesday 8th February 

‘That Hat!’ – Ruddington W.I. presents a talk 

by Julia Waterfall at its 88th Anniversary 

Meeting. St. Peter’s Rooms commencing 

7.15pm. Visitors and new members welcome. 

Saturday 11th February 

Parish Council Surgery – Your opportunity  

to meet with your Parish, Borough and County 

Councillors to discuss local issues. 10am to 12 

noon in the Hall at St. Peter’s Rooms 

Sunday 12th February 

Valentines Day Lunch – (with special 

themed menu) at Ruddington Golf Club. 

Super Valentine raffle, auction and gift for the 

ladies. Tickets £27.50 (ring 0115 921 4146). 

All profits to the ‘Teddies for Loving Care 

Nottinghamshire’ – caring for children in our 

local hospitals. 

The Mahalas – 50′s & 60′s Rock & Roll – 

Youth Ministry fundraiser to be held at St. 

Peter’s Church commencing 7pm. Concert & 

3 course meal £10 per ticket. Details from the 

Church Office on 0115 878 0579 or email 

ruddoffice@googlemail.com. 

Wednesday 15th February 

“The Blue and The Grey” - a talk by Roy 

Woodward presented by Ruddington & 

District Probus Club at Ruddington Grange 

Golf Club. Phone 0115 921 4139 ext 22 for 

more information. 

Tuesday 21st February 

Environment & Community Committee 
Meeting at St. Peter’s Rooms, Church Street 

commencing 7.30pm 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Ruddington Parish Council,  
St. Peter’s Rooms, Church Street, Ruddington, Nottingham NG11 6HA.       
Tel: 0115 914 6660          Email: office@RuddingtonParishCouncil.gov.uk 
Fax: 0115 914 6646                                Website: www.RuddingtonParishCouncil.gov.uk 

For copyright information, please contact Ruddington Parish Council or visit the website above  

 

NEWSLETTER CONTRIBUTORS 
Due to the popularity of the Ruddington Village Newsletter, we are looking for one 
or two more “occasional” contributors to assist with compiling local stories. You 
don’t need writing experience but you do need to have a strong interest in the 
village and be willing to do a little “leg work” from time to time when investigating an 
article.  Obviously, you will be doing it “for love, not money” but articles are credited 
to the writer. Please contact Linda at the Parish Council Office and arrange to pop 
along to one of our monthly editorial meetings. 

  

1 

February 2012               FREE – MONTHLY                Issue No. 25 
 
 

 
 
 

S.O.S – SAVE OUR SHOPS!  
A new campaign has been launched by a village businesswoman with the 

theme “S.O.S – Save Our Shops!” 
 

It’s the idea of Ruddington Travel’s Sarah Eborall and her 
father Chris, who runs an independent music shop in 
Scarborough.  This follows another tough Christmas for 
traders – when we saw yet more people choosing to buy 
goods and services over the internet instead of on the High 
Street. It takes the form of a series of six specially designed 
posters ranging from ‘”www? Why why wait?” to “When you 
buy from the net – not always a safe bet!”  There are also 
“Save Our Shops” badges which can be worn by 

shopkeepers and shop assistants.Their campaign has already received the backing 
of ‘Queen of Retail’ Mary Portas after Chris contacted her about it.  In the letter he 
wrote: “The economy, the internet, high rents, high business rates and the 
reluctance for towns to allow easy access to the motorist are all factors we are sure 
are killing the High Street.  Hence our action.” Sarah has also written to the Prime 
Minister but is yet to receive a reply!  Meantime she is offering the posters and 
badges FREE to other Ruddington retailers who wish to display or wear them in 
their own shops.  If you’d like one please pop into Ruddington Travel on Church 
Street.                             (Researched & written by Graham Wright)                

A HUGE “THANK YOU” 
On January 18

th
 the children of James 

Peacock School, led by the Deputy 
Head, Mrs Clemens, held a special 
assembly to say “Thank you” to the 
various individuals and organisations 
who had supported the school in their 
recent development of a Sensory 
Room. The multi sensory room is a 
designated space, appropriately 
resourced to be able to be either calm 
or stimulating as required, to support 
and meet children’s individual, long 
and short term emotional, physical 

and social needs.     (Continued over)              
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Financial support to enable the 
purchase of the specialist equipment 
in the room was generously given by 
the Parish, Borough and County 
Councillors, the Extended Services 
Team,  Friends of James Peacock, 
FSE Ltd,  Ruddington Grange Golf 
Club (Ladies Team) and  Welcome 
Finance.  Each of them was 
presented with a “Thank you” card 
designed by the pupils. Individuals 
have also contributed various 
resources and collectively the result is 
a unique facility in our local school. 
                               (By Barbara Breakwell) 

 
 

 

 

As part of the on-going issues in 
respect of dog fouling in children’s 
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the Parish Council is installing 
signage advising dog owners that 
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donate prizes every year for the super 
raffle and auction. Everyone attending 
is encouraged to support these local 
traders, whose names are displayed 
on every table. The event is great fun 
and every lady receives a rose. It’s a 
great way to give your partner a 
Valentine’s treat and support a charity 
that helps local children suffering 
trauma at the same time. Tickets 
include a 4-course meal and entry to 
the prize draw. Contact Graham Riche 
on 07786 226 109 for ticket price and 
availability.      (Written by Faye Stenson)  

 
                     SNOW CODE ….…………   
Repeating the information previously 
provided: According to the 
government website, there’s no law 
stopping you from clearing snow and 
ice on the pavement outside your 
home or from public spaces. Use salt 
or sand – NOT WATER! If you use 
water to melt the snow, it will refreeze 
and turn to black ice. When you’re 
shovelling snow, take care where you 
put it so it doesn’t block people’s 
paths or drains. For more information 
on the Snow Code go to 
www.direct.gov.uk 

 
      CEREBRAL PALSY SPORT 
This year’s Rushcliffe 10K & Fun Run 
will support the charity Cerebral Palsy 
Sport, which helps improve the lives 
of children and young people with 
physical disabilities through sport. The 
event will be held on Sunday 4 March, 
with the race starting at 10:30am. 
There are two routes to choose from – 
the 2K Fun Run (twice around the 
lake) and a 5K course around the 
Park which will be run twice for the full 
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Of course, there are plenty more 
classes and groups in the village at 
other venues and you can find details 
of many of these on the Parish 
Council website:  …………………. 
www.ruddingtonparishcouncil.gov.uk 
under the section WHAT’S ON. 

 
POLICING 

Our Beat Manager Ann Gill says:  
“At the time of writing this I can report 
that burglary in Rushcliffe has risen 
slightly and I would like to remind 
people of additional precautions they 
can take to try and prevent their 
property becoming a target. A well 
maintained frontage will give the 
impression that you care about your 
property and are more likely to be 
security conscious. Valuables 
including personal documents (eg 
passport, etc) would be better kept in 
a home safe or similar security 
storage cabinet. Many break-ins are 
to acquire car keys, so if you have a 
vehicle try to make sure it is out of 
sight in a garage if you have one, or 
behind locked gates if possible.  If 
neither of these are possible, try to 
use an additional security device 
which will at least help to deter would-
be car thieves. Security lights, alarms 
and CCTV all help deter possible 
offenders and can be bought from any 
good hardware supplier.” 
Police contact numbers are:  
Dial 101  - the NEW non emergency 
number 
Our Beat Manager is PC Ann Gill – 
tel: 07702 141 724 
Our PCSO is Jenny Buggy –  
tel: 07702 141 722 
IN AN EMERGENCY RING 999 

A LARGE PRINT COPY OF THIS 
NEWSLETTER IS AVAILABLE 

IN THE LIBRARY 

2
nd

 ANNIVERSARY EDITION 
The Parish Council would like to thank 
all contributors for making this 
newsletter such a success.  This 
edition celebrates the second 
anniversary of the Village Newsletter 
which is now 8-pages in full colour 
and has more than 1,200 copies 
picked up every month. We hope that 
it continues to remain popular and 
satisfy the needs of Ruddington’s 
residents.

COULD YOU HELP OUT AT GCRN? 
Our local heritage railway, Great 
Central Railway Nottingham (GCRN), 
is looking for new people to join its 
team of volunteers. The team needs 
help in all areas, including laying or 
maintaining the track, locomotives, 
rolling stock and structures. They are 
also looking for volunteers to help out 
in the shop or on-train. So if you have 
spare time on your hands and would 
like to get involved, they would love to 
hear from you. Training and 
orientation are provided so no specific 
skills are necessary. For further 
details, please email info@gcrn.co.uk. 

 
Photo supplied by Peter Woodhead 

GCRN is also looking for a company 
that can help them build a new station 
platform. If you (or anyone you know) 
can help, please contact the team on 
the above email.     (By Faye Stenson)
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food” to the pub “and, yes, we will be 
repairing the signs!”  The interior is 
also set for a bit of a makeover after 
which Sunday and midweek carveries 
will be available along with a full 
general menu.  The rear function 
room is now being offered for FREE 
hire – with disco and buffet available.  
And, as well as the established disco 
and karaoke nights on Wednesdays 
and Fridays, there’s new “live” music 
– with singer Tony Beltz starting 
things off on the 18

th
 February. 

Thirdly, it looks like “live” music is also 
back on the cards at The Victoria 
Tavern.  Bhavna Patel – whose family 
also runs The Red Heart - has just 
handed over the keys after 18 months 
there. Locals gathered to wish her a 
fond farewell on the 23

rd
 January. 

Following a period of uncertainty for 
staff and customers the new lease 
was taken on by Enterprise Inns 
entrepreneur Harry Kelly the following 
day – adding to his chain of around 60 
pubs.  He has kept on four staff 
members including newly appointed 
manageress Sarah McCree (pictured 
centre), chef Colleen (left) and 
Sarah’s youngest son Joe (right).  

Eldest son Ben and existing barman 
Mike complete the team.  As well as 
pledging to continue with a choice of 
five changing real ales they have also 
expanded the food menu but brought 
down the prices - with many meals 

including Sunday lunch now costing 
less than a fiver.  A “Happy Hour” has 
been introduced on weekday 
lunchtimes and early evenings with 
pints from £2.50.  Pub quizzes, bingo 
and karaoke are also planned…. 
(Written & researched by Graham Wright)  

            IN THE DOLDRUMS? …   …..   
The doldrums (sometimes spelt 
dolddrums) is the name used for a 
low-pressure area around the equator 
where in calm periods the winds can 
disappear altogether and years ago 
would trap sail-powered boats for 
periods of days or weeks. 

       
Many people feel that they are “in the 
doldrums” early in the year, when the 
weather is poor, nights are long and 
there doesn’t seem to be much to look 
forward to until Spring. So this is an 
excellent time to take up a new hobby, 
join a club, learn a skill or just get fit. 
The Parish Council’s venues are used 
for a huge variety of groups and 
classes, and frequently has new 
things starting. There is Zumba, Tai 
Chi, Pilates, Karate and Dance 
Classes for all ages. If you are looking 
for something less active, there are 
Craft Classes, a Knitting Group, 
Bridge and even a Lacemakers Group 
(self-help, not teaching). Then there’s 
the History Society, the Women’s 
Institute, the Ladies’ Probus Club and 
the Western Front Association who all 
hold meetings with interesting 
speakers and a chance to make new 
friends with similar interests.  
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10K. All age groups and abilities are 
invited to take part, although 10K 
participants must be aged 15 or over, 
and under 18’s need parental 
permission. It costs between £3 and 
£12 to enter the race and Rushcliffe 
Borough Council will donate £1 of 
each entry fee to CP Sport. The 
closing date for entries is Friday 17 
February 2012, so please make sure 
you enter in good time. You can find 
out more and enter the race online at 
www.rushcliffe.gov.uk/10k. 

 
                          (Written by Faye Stenson) 

 
 
     LOVE YOUR LEFTOVERS  … 
Love Food Hate Waste 
Nottinghamshire can help you save 
money and help the environment by 
reducing the amount of food we throw 
away every week. Wasting food costs 
the average family £480 a year: this 
increases to £680 a year for families 
with children – or around £50 a 
month!  

 

Nottinghamshire County Council have 
launched a “LOVE YOUR 

LEFTOVERS COMPETITION” where 
if you create a new dish from your 
lovely leftovers you could win a great 
prize.  
*Your recipe cooked by a top UK chef 
in Nottingham’s Market Square 
*Your winning recipe published on the 
Love Food Hate Waste Notts website 
*£100 Lakeland vouchers donated by 
Veolia Environmental Services 
*Celebrity chef Richard Fox’s latest 
book 
*A signed Love Food Hate Waste 
apron. 
Visit the Nottinghamshire County 
Council website and type in Love 
Food Hate Waste for entry details. 
The deadline is 26

th
 February 2012.  

 

 

COUNTY COUNCIL LEADER VISITS       
…………..RUDDINGTON 
Ruddington Library staff recently 
welcomed Councillor Kay Cutts, 
Leader of the County Council. She 
was visiting the library as part of her 
mission to see the work of the 58 
Children’s Centres in 
Nottinghamshire.  
Every second 
Tuesday of the 
month the library 
hosts staff 
members from 
Abbey Road and 
Lady Bay 
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Children’s Centre who hold a “Rattle, 
Rhyme and Roll” Session for local 0-3 
year olds and their parents / carers.  
The sessions enable parents / carers 
and children to meet together and 
have fun in the relaxed atmosphere of 
our local library. ……………………… 
Whilst in the library Cllr. Cutts took the 
time to talk to the participants in the 
session, the library and Sure Start 
teams as well as other residents who 
were present.  ………………………… 
The library users took the opportunity 
to acknowledge with her their delight 
that it has been recently announced 
that the library will open longer after 
April as it is one of 15 in the County to 
have additional hours of opening time.  
…              (Written by Barbara Breakwell)

 

             ‘BEER & BANTER’ - ………. 
           a new way to network    ….. 
Building on the success of the 
Ruddington Business Partnership 
(RBP), which launched in the village 
last year, a second group is set to 
launch at the end of February. Called 
‘Beer & Banter’, the group will meet in 
The Stables area of the White Horse 
Inn on the last Friday of each month 
for a relaxed networking session over 
a beer or two. 
The aim of the group is to give 
businesspeople in the village who 
would like to network, but are either 
unable to attend daytime events or 
would prefer an informal atmosphere, 
the opportunity to make new contacts 
and pass business. In particular, 
trades which don’t traditionally 
network, such as plumbers and 
electricians, are being encouraged to 
give the group a try. 
The first meeting will take place 

between 6pm and 7:30pm on Friday 

           
24 February. Beer & Banter will run on 
a drop-in basis, with businesses free 
to call in for just half an hour or so, or 
for the full duration. Hopefully the new 
group will build on RBP’s success by 
offering an alternative way to generate 
new work for Ruddington’s business 
community. 
For more information, please email 
ianwilson@rockhopperevolution.co.uk 
or faye.stenson@blackandwrite.co.uk. 
                         (Written by Faye Stenson)

           WHY HASN’T ANYONE ……..  
              DONE   ANYTHING? ……. 
Have you spotted something wrong in 
the village? Perhaps graffiti on a wall 
or a street light not working? 
Why not report it yourself rather than 
assume someone else will. The more 
reports that are made the quicker it 
might be sorted. ………………………. 
Litter or graffiti - contact Streetwise 
on 0115 981 9911 or email  
customerservices@rushcliffe.gov.uk 
Faulty street light or traffic light, 
excessive weeds or plant growth 
on pavements, damaged 
pavements, flooding or drainage 
problems on roads - contact  
Nottinghamshire County Council on 
08449 80 80 80 or via 
www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk 
Water Leaks – contact Severn Trent 
on 0800 783 4444 or 
www.stwater.co.uk   
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RUDDINGTON COMMUNITY CHOIR 
Do you enjoy singing? Were you 
inspired by Gareth Malone and his 
Military Wives’ choir? I can’t promise a 
number 1 hit single, but I can 
guarantee to lift your spirits through 
song when you join the brand new 
Ruddington Community Choir.  

         
The choir is open to everyone, 
regardless of experience, ability or 
confidence. There are no auditions; 
songs will be taught by ear, so you 
don't have to be able to read music, 
though sheet music, along with 
recordings, will be available on 
request. Music will be varied to 
include pop, gospel and folk, and 
there will be solo opportunities for 
more experienced singers. A course 
of 10 sessions costs £35 in advance, 
or £4 a session.  
Rehearsals will take place on 
Tuesday evenings from 8.00-9.30pm 
at St Peter’s Church starting on 
Tuesday 13 March. However, the 
choir will be launched in a special 
event ‘Sing for Ngora’ on Saturday 3 
March at St Peter’s Church. This will 
consist of a singing workshop from 
2.00 until 5.00, followed by an 
informal concert for friends and family. 
The cost to take part in the workshop 
is £15 (£10 concessions) and will 
include 2 tickets for the concert, 
refreshments and all music. Concert 

tickets for non-participants are £3 (£2 
concessions). Proceeds will be 
donated to the Ruddington Churches’ 
Ngoro charity through TESO 
Development Trust. 
Further details on joining the choir 
and/or attending the workshop are 
available from Cathy Troup, choir co-
ordinator: cathy@brachamusic.co.uk; 
mobile:  07909 926129.  

 
     RUDDINGTON GOES “LIVE”! 
It’s been a busy Christmas and New 
Year period for Ruddington’s pubs – 
as three of them have just changed 
hands in as many months. What’s 
more ALL THREE are also promising 
regular “live” music to pull in the 
punters! 
First up, after a long period of closure 
- and eventual repairs and 
refurbishment - The Bricklayers 
Arms reopened its doors to drinkers 
on Friday 11

th
 November.  It’s now in 

the experienced hands of mother and 
daughter team Carol & Brenda – who 
hail from Great Yarmouth.  Carol has 
been managing pubs for 18 years but 
hopes to become a permanent fixture 
in Ruddington.  Real ale can now be 
found on the bar for the first time in a 
decade – and monthly Karaoke is on 
Sunday afternoons plus a new 
monthly Wednesday “Open Mic” night 
starting on the 15

th
 February.  Despite 

the lengthy closure we’re told many of 
the old regulars quickly returned – but 
with lots of fresh faces enjoying the 
Sky Sports TV and new “Card School” 
on Sundays.  They’re also looking to 
join the local Pool League. 
Secondly, since the 5

th
 of January, 

Natalie Toplis has been welcoming 
locals at The Jolly Farmers.  
Originally from Chesterfield she’s 
taken on the five year licence to 
reintroduce some “life” and “Jolly good 
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RUDDINGTON DIARY  
 

Wednesday 1st February 

“A plan, a man & two canals” - a talk by 

John Moore presented by Ruddington & 

District Probus Club at Ruddington Grange 

Golf Club. 0115 921 4139 ext 22 for details. 

Ruddington Local History & Amenity 

Society presents  ’Sir Ralph of Epperstone – 

A Medieval Physician’ by Ralph Needham. 

St. Peter’s Rooms 8pm in the Hall. Visitors 

welcome. £2 per meeting incl refreshments. 

Sunday 5th February 

Tea, Coffee & Cakes – The Friends of 

Rushcliffe Country Park invite you to enjoy 

tea, coffee and cakes from 10.00am to 3.00pm 

in the Education Room (by the lake) at 

Rushcliffe Country Park. In aid of FoRCP. 

Footpath Walk - Ruddington Footpaths 

Preservation Group’s organised walk -

Plumtree Circular. Meet 2.00pm on The 

Green. 

Tuesday 7th February 

Amenities Committee Meeting at St. Peter’s 

Rooms, Church Street commencing 7.30pm 

Wednesday 8th February 

‘That Hat!’ – Ruddington W.I. presents a talk 

by Julia Waterfall at its 88th Anniversary 

Meeting. St. Peter’s Rooms commencing 

7.15pm. Visitors and new members welcome. 

Saturday 11th February 

Parish Council Surgery – Your opportunity  

to meet with your Parish, Borough and County 

Councillors to discuss local issues. 10am to 12 

noon in the Hall at St. Peter’s Rooms 

Sunday 12th February 

Valentines Day Lunch – (with special 

themed menu) at Ruddington Golf Club. 

Super Valentine raffle, auction and gift for the 

ladies. Tickets £27.50 (ring 0115 921 4146). 

All profits to the ‘Teddies for Loving Care 

Nottinghamshire’ – caring for children in our 

local hospitals. 

The Mahalas – 50′s & 60′s Rock & Roll – 

Youth Ministry fundraiser to be held at St. 

Peter’s Church commencing 7pm. Concert & 

3 course meal £10 per ticket. Details from the 

Church Office on 0115 878 0579 or email 

ruddoffice@googlemail.com. 

Wednesday 15th February 

“The Blue and The Grey” - a talk by Roy 

Woodward presented by Ruddington & 

District Probus Club at Ruddington Grange 

Golf Club. Phone 0115 921 4139 ext 22 for 

more information. 

Tuesday 21st February 

Environment & Community Committee 
Meeting at St. Peter’s Rooms, Church Street 

commencing 7.30pm 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Ruddington Parish Council,  
St. Peter’s Rooms, Church Street, Ruddington, Nottingham NG11 6HA.       
Tel: 0115 914 6660          Email: office@RuddingtonParishCouncil.gov.uk 
Fax: 0115 914 6646                                Website: www.RuddingtonParishCouncil.gov.uk 

For copyright information, please contact Ruddington Parish Council or visit the website above  

 

NEWSLETTER CONTRIBUTORS 
Due to the popularity of the Ruddington Village Newsletter, we are looking for one 
or two more “occasional” contributors to assist with compiling local stories. You 
don’t need writing experience but you do need to have a strong interest in the 
village and be willing to do a little “leg work” from time to time when investigating an 
article.  Obviously, you will be doing it “for love, not money” but articles are credited 
to the writer. Please contact Linda at the Parish Council Office and arrange to pop 
along to one of our monthly editorial meetings. 
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S.O.S – SAVE OUR SHOPS!  
A new campaign has been launched by a village businesswoman with the 

theme “S.O.S – Save Our Shops!” 
 

It’s the idea of Ruddington Travel’s Sarah Eborall and her 
father Chris, who runs an independent music shop in 
Scarborough.  This follows another tough Christmas for 
traders – when we saw yet more people choosing to buy 
goods and services over the internet instead of on the High 
Street. It takes the form of a series of six specially designed 
posters ranging from ‘”www? Why why wait?” to “When you 
buy from the net – not always a safe bet!”  There are also 
“Save Our Shops” badges which can be worn by 

shopkeepers and shop assistants.Their campaign has already received the backing 
of ‘Queen of Retail’ Mary Portas after Chris contacted her about it.  In the letter he 
wrote: “The economy, the internet, high rents, high business rates and the 
reluctance for towns to allow easy access to the motorist are all factors we are sure 
are killing the High Street.  Hence our action.” Sarah has also written to the Prime 
Minister but is yet to receive a reply!  Meantime she is offering the posters and 
badges FREE to other Ruddington retailers who wish to display or wear them in 
their own shops.  If you’d like one please pop into Ruddington Travel on Church 
Street.                             (Researched & written by Graham Wright)                

A HUGE “THANK YOU” 
On January 18

th
 the children of James 

Peacock School, led by the Deputy 
Head, Mrs Clemens, held a special 
assembly to say “Thank you” to the 
various individuals and organisations 
who had supported the school in their 
recent development of a Sensory 
Room. The multi sensory room is a 
designated space, appropriately 
resourced to be able to be either calm 
or stimulating as required, to support 
and meet children’s individual, long 
and short term emotional, physical 

and social needs.     (Continued over)              

 

Ruddington Parish Council 

VILLAGE NEWSLETTER 
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Financial support to enable the 
purchase of the specialist equipment 
in the room was generously given by 
the Parish, Borough and County 
Councillors, the Extended Services 
Team,  Friends of James Peacock, 
FSE Ltd,  Ruddington Grange Golf 
Club (Ladies Team) and  Welcome 
Finance.  Each of them was 
presented with a “Thank you” card 
designed by the pupils. Individuals 
have also contributed various 
resources and collectively the result is 
a unique facility in our local school. 
                               (By Barbara Breakwell) 

 
 

 

 

As part of the on-going issues in 
respect of dog fouling in children’s 
play areas and on the playing fields, 
the Parish Council is installing 
signage advising dog owners that 
dogs are to be kept on a lead on Elms 
Park Playing Fields, Jubilee Playing 
Field, Sellors Playing Field and 
Vicarage Lane Playing Field. The 
Parish Council hopes that dog walkers 
will co-operate with this project as 
users of the playing fields are 
reporting considerable problems with 
dog faeces left where children play. 
Always remember to “pick up” after 
your dog – the Parish Council office 
has some supplies of “poop” bags. 

 
CHARITY LUNCH 

Local charity “Teddies for Loving Care 
Nottinghamshire” will be holding a 
fundraising Valentine’s lunch on 
Sunday 12 February at Ruddington 

Grange Golf Club’s Banqueting Suite. 
This annual event is supported by 
local shops and businesses in 
Ruddington and West Bridgford who 
donate prizes every year for the super 
raffle and auction. Everyone attending 
is encouraged to support these local 
traders, whose names are displayed 
on every table. The event is great fun 
and every lady receives a rose. It’s a 
great way to give your partner a 
Valentine’s treat and support a charity 
that helps local children suffering 
trauma at the same time. Tickets 
include a 4-course meal and entry to 
the prize draw. Contact Graham Riche 
on 07786 226 109 for ticket price and 
availability.      (Written by Faye Stenson)  

 
                     SNOW CODE ….…………   
Repeating the information previously 
provided: According to the 
government website, there’s no law 
stopping you from clearing snow and 
ice on the pavement outside your 
home or from public spaces. Use salt 
or sand – NOT WATER! If you use 
water to melt the snow, it will refreeze 
and turn to black ice. When you’re 
shovelling snow, take care where you 
put it so it doesn’t block people’s 
paths or drains. For more information 
on the Snow Code go to 
www.direct.gov.uk 

 
      CEREBRAL PALSY SPORT 
This year’s Rushcliffe 10K & Fun Run 
will support the charity Cerebral Palsy 
Sport, which helps improve the lives 
of children and young people with 
physical disabilities through sport. The 
event will be held on Sunday 4 March, 
with the race starting at 10:30am. 
There are two routes to choose from – 
the 2K Fun Run (twice around the 
lake) and a 5K course around the 
Park which will be run twice for the full 

 

PLAY 
AREA 

SAFETY 

  

7 

Of course, there are plenty more 
classes and groups in the village at 
other venues and you can find details 
of many of these on the Parish 
Council website:  …………………. 
www.ruddingtonparishcouncil.gov.uk 
under the section WHAT’S ON. 

 
POLICING 

Our Beat Manager Ann Gill says:  
“At the time of writing this I can report 
that burglary in Rushcliffe has risen 
slightly and I would like to remind 
people of additional precautions they 
can take to try and prevent their 
property becoming a target. A well 
maintained frontage will give the 
impression that you care about your 
property and are more likely to be 
security conscious. Valuables 
including personal documents (eg 
passport, etc) would be better kept in 
a home safe or similar security 
storage cabinet. Many break-ins are 
to acquire car keys, so if you have a 
vehicle try to make sure it is out of 
sight in a garage if you have one, or 
behind locked gates if possible.  If 
neither of these are possible, try to 
use an additional security device 
which will at least help to deter would-
be car thieves. Security lights, alarms 
and CCTV all help deter possible 
offenders and can be bought from any 
good hardware supplier.” 
Police contact numbers are:  
Dial 101  - the NEW non emergency 
number 
Our Beat Manager is PC Ann Gill – 
tel: 07702 141 724 
Our PCSO is Jenny Buggy –  
tel: 07702 141 722 
IN AN EMERGENCY RING 999 

A LARGE PRINT COPY OF THIS 
NEWSLETTER IS AVAILABLE 

IN THE LIBRARY 

2
nd

 ANNIVERSARY EDITION 
The Parish Council would like to thank 
all contributors for making this 
newsletter such a success.  This 
edition celebrates the second 
anniversary of the Village Newsletter 
which is now 8-pages in full colour 
and has more than 1,200 copies 
picked up every month. We hope that 
it continues to remain popular and 
satisfy the needs of Ruddington’s 
residents.

COULD YOU HELP OUT AT GCRN? 
Our local heritage railway, Great 
Central Railway Nottingham (GCRN), 
is looking for new people to join its 
team of volunteers. The team needs 
help in all areas, including laying or 
maintaining the track, locomotives, 
rolling stock and structures. They are 
also looking for volunteers to help out 
in the shop or on-train. So if you have 
spare time on your hands and would 
like to get involved, they would love to 
hear from you. Training and 
orientation are provided so no specific 
skills are necessary. For further 
details, please email info@gcrn.co.uk. 

 
Photo supplied by Peter Woodhead 

GCRN is also looking for a company 
that can help them build a new station 
platform. If you (or anyone you know) 
can help, please contact the team on 
the above email.     (By Faye Stenson)
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food” to the pub “and, yes, we will be 
repairing the signs!”  The interior is 
also set for a bit of a makeover after 
which Sunday and midweek carveries 
will be available along with a full 
general menu.  The rear function 
room is now being offered for FREE 
hire – with disco and buffet available.  
And, as well as the established disco 
and karaoke nights on Wednesdays 
and Fridays, there’s new “live” music 
– with singer Tony Beltz starting 
things off on the 18

th
 February. 

Thirdly, it looks like “live” music is also 
back on the cards at The Victoria 
Tavern.  Bhavna Patel – whose family 
also runs The Red Heart - has just 
handed over the keys after 18 months 
there. Locals gathered to wish her a 
fond farewell on the 23

rd
 January. 

Following a period of uncertainty for 
staff and customers the new lease 
was taken on by Enterprise Inns 
entrepreneur Harry Kelly the following 
day – adding to his chain of around 60 
pubs.  He has kept on four staff 
members including newly appointed 
manageress Sarah McCree (pictured 
centre), chef Colleen (left) and 
Sarah’s youngest son Joe (right).  

Eldest son Ben and existing barman 
Mike complete the team.  As well as 
pledging to continue with a choice of 
five changing real ales they have also 
expanded the food menu but brought 
down the prices - with many meals 

including Sunday lunch now costing 
less than a fiver.  A “Happy Hour” has 
been introduced on weekday 
lunchtimes and early evenings with 
pints from £2.50.  Pub quizzes, bingo 
and karaoke are also planned…. 
(Written & researched by Graham Wright)  

            IN THE DOLDRUMS? …   …..   
The doldrums (sometimes spelt 
dolddrums) is the name used for a 
low-pressure area around the equator 
where in calm periods the winds can 
disappear altogether and years ago 
would trap sail-powered boats for 
periods of days or weeks. 

       
Many people feel that they are “in the 
doldrums” early in the year, when the 
weather is poor, nights are long and 
there doesn’t seem to be much to look 
forward to until Spring. So this is an 
excellent time to take up a new hobby, 
join a club, learn a skill or just get fit. 
The Parish Council’s venues are used 
for a huge variety of groups and 
classes, and frequently has new 
things starting. There is Zumba, Tai 
Chi, Pilates, Karate and Dance 
Classes for all ages. If you are looking 
for something less active, there are 
Craft Classes, a Knitting Group, 
Bridge and even a Lacemakers Group 
(self-help, not teaching). Then there’s 
the History Society, the Women’s 
Institute, the Ladies’ Probus Club and 
the Western Front Association who all 
hold meetings with interesting 
speakers and a chance to make new 
friends with similar interests.  
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10K. All age groups and abilities are 
invited to take part, although 10K 
participants must be aged 15 or over, 
and under 18’s need parental 
permission. It costs between £3 and 
£12 to enter the race and Rushcliffe 
Borough Council will donate £1 of 
each entry fee to CP Sport. The 
closing date for entries is Friday 17 
February 2012, so please make sure 
you enter in good time. You can find 
out more and enter the race online at 
www.rushcliffe.gov.uk/10k. 

 
                          (Written by Faye Stenson) 

 
 
     LOVE YOUR LEFTOVERS  … 
Love Food Hate Waste 
Nottinghamshire can help you save 
money and help the environment by 
reducing the amount of food we throw 
away every week. Wasting food costs 
the average family £480 a year: this 
increases to £680 a year for families 
with children – or around £50 a 
month!  

 

Nottinghamshire County Council have 
launched a “LOVE YOUR 

LEFTOVERS COMPETITION” where 
if you create a new dish from your 
lovely leftovers you could win a great 
prize.  
*Your recipe cooked by a top UK chef 
in Nottingham’s Market Square 
*Your winning recipe published on the 
Love Food Hate Waste Notts website 
*£100 Lakeland vouchers donated by 
Veolia Environmental Services 
*Celebrity chef Richard Fox’s latest 
book 
*A signed Love Food Hate Waste 
apron. 
Visit the Nottinghamshire County 
Council website and type in Love 
Food Hate Waste for entry details. 
The deadline is 26

th
 February 2012.  

 

 

COUNTY COUNCIL LEADER VISITS       
…………..RUDDINGTON 
Ruddington Library staff recently 
welcomed Councillor Kay Cutts, 
Leader of the County Council. She 
was visiting the library as part of her 
mission to see the work of the 58 
Children’s Centres in 
Nottinghamshire.  
Every second 
Tuesday of the 
month the library 
hosts staff 
members from 
Abbey Road and 
Lady Bay 
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Children’s Centre who hold a “Rattle, 
Rhyme and Roll” Session for local 0-3 
year olds and their parents / carers.  
The sessions enable parents / carers 
and children to meet together and 
have fun in the relaxed atmosphere of 
our local library. ……………………… 
Whilst in the library Cllr. Cutts took the 
time to talk to the participants in the 
session, the library and Sure Start 
teams as well as other residents who 
were present.  ………………………… 
The library users took the opportunity 
to acknowledge with her their delight 
that it has been recently announced 
that the library will open longer after 
April as it is one of 15 in the County to 
have additional hours of opening time.  
…              (Written by Barbara Breakwell)

 

             ‘BEER & BANTER’ - ………. 
           a new way to network    ….. 
Building on the success of the 
Ruddington Business Partnership 
(RBP), which launched in the village 
last year, a second group is set to 
launch at the end of February. Called 
‘Beer & Banter’, the group will meet in 
The Stables area of the White Horse 
Inn on the last Friday of each month 
for a relaxed networking session over 
a beer or two. 
The aim of the group is to give 
businesspeople in the village who 
would like to network, but are either 
unable to attend daytime events or 
would prefer an informal atmosphere, 
the opportunity to make new contacts 
and pass business. In particular, 
trades which don’t traditionally 
network, such as plumbers and 
electricians, are being encouraged to 
give the group a try. 
The first meeting will take place 

between 6pm and 7:30pm on Friday 

           
24 February. Beer & Banter will run on 
a drop-in basis, with businesses free 
to call in for just half an hour or so, or 
for the full duration. Hopefully the new 
group will build on RBP’s success by 
offering an alternative way to generate 
new work for Ruddington’s business 
community. 
For more information, please email 
ianwilson@rockhopperevolution.co.uk 
or faye.stenson@blackandwrite.co.uk. 
                         (Written by Faye Stenson)

           WHY HASN’T ANYONE ……..  
              DONE   ANYTHING? ……. 
Have you spotted something wrong in 
the village? Perhaps graffiti on a wall 
or a street light not working? 
Why not report it yourself rather than 
assume someone else will. The more 
reports that are made the quicker it 
might be sorted. ………………………. 
Litter or graffiti - contact Streetwise 
on 0115 981 9911 or email  
customerservices@rushcliffe.gov.uk 
Faulty street light or traffic light, 
excessive weeds or plant growth 
on pavements, damaged 
pavements, flooding or drainage 
problems on roads - contact  
Nottinghamshire County Council on 
08449 80 80 80 or via 
www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk 
Water Leaks – contact Severn Trent 
on 0800 783 4444 or 
www.stwater.co.uk   
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RUDDINGTON COMMUNITY CHOIR 
Do you enjoy singing? Were you 
inspired by Gareth Malone and his 
Military Wives’ choir? I can’t promise a 
number 1 hit single, but I can 
guarantee to lift your spirits through 
song when you join the brand new 
Ruddington Community Choir.  

         
The choir is open to everyone, 
regardless of experience, ability or 
confidence. There are no auditions; 
songs will be taught by ear, so you 
don't have to be able to read music, 
though sheet music, along with 
recordings, will be available on 
request. Music will be varied to 
include pop, gospel and folk, and 
there will be solo opportunities for 
more experienced singers. A course 
of 10 sessions costs £35 in advance, 
or £4 a session.  
Rehearsals will take place on 
Tuesday evenings from 8.00-9.30pm 
at St Peter’s Church starting on 
Tuesday 13 March. However, the 
choir will be launched in a special 
event ‘Sing for Ngora’ on Saturday 3 
March at St Peter’s Church. This will 
consist of a singing workshop from 
2.00 until 5.00, followed by an 
informal concert for friends and family. 
The cost to take part in the workshop 
is £15 (£10 concessions) and will 
include 2 tickets for the concert, 
refreshments and all music. Concert 

tickets for non-participants are £3 (£2 
concessions). Proceeds will be 
donated to the Ruddington Churches’ 
Ngoro charity through TESO 
Development Trust. 
Further details on joining the choir 
and/or attending the workshop are 
available from Cathy Troup, choir co-
ordinator: cathy@brachamusic.co.uk; 
mobile:  07909 926129.  

 
     RUDDINGTON GOES “LIVE”! 
It’s been a busy Christmas and New 
Year period for Ruddington’s pubs – 
as three of them have just changed 
hands in as many months. What’s 
more ALL THREE are also promising 
regular “live” music to pull in the 
punters! 
First up, after a long period of closure 
- and eventual repairs and 
refurbishment - The Bricklayers 
Arms reopened its doors to drinkers 
on Friday 11

th
 November.  It’s now in 

the experienced hands of mother and 
daughter team Carol & Brenda – who 
hail from Great Yarmouth.  Carol has 
been managing pubs for 18 years but 
hopes to become a permanent fixture 
in Ruddington.  Real ale can now be 
found on the bar for the first time in a 
decade – and monthly Karaoke is on 
Sunday afternoons plus a new 
monthly Wednesday “Open Mic” night 
starting on the 15

th
 February.  Despite 

the lengthy closure we’re told many of 
the old regulars quickly returned – but 
with lots of fresh faces enjoying the 
Sky Sports TV and new “Card School” 
on Sundays.  They’re also looking to 
join the local Pool League. 
Secondly, since the 5

th
 of January, 

Natalie Toplis has been welcoming 
locals at The Jolly Farmers.  
Originally from Chesterfield she’s 
taken on the five year licence to 
reintroduce some “life” and “Jolly good 



                                                                            

8 

RUDDINGTON DIARY  
 

Wednesday 1st February 

“A plan, a man & two canals” - a talk by 

John Moore presented by Ruddington & 

District Probus Club at Ruddington Grange 

Golf Club. 0115 921 4139 ext 22 for details. 

Ruddington Local History & Amenity 

Society presents  ’Sir Ralph of Epperstone – 

A Medieval Physician’ by Ralph Needham. 

St. Peter’s Rooms 8pm in the Hall. Visitors 

welcome. £2 per meeting incl refreshments. 

Sunday 5th February 

Tea, Coffee & Cakes – The Friends of 

Rushcliffe Country Park invite you to enjoy 

tea, coffee and cakes from 10.00am to 3.00pm 

in the Education Room (by the lake) at 

Rushcliffe Country Park. In aid of FoRCP. 

Footpath Walk - Ruddington Footpaths 

Preservation Group’s organised walk -

Plumtree Circular. Meet 2.00pm on The 

Green. 

Tuesday 7th February 

Amenities Committee Meeting at St. Peter’s 

Rooms, Church Street commencing 7.30pm 

Wednesday 8th February 

‘That Hat!’ – Ruddington W.I. presents a talk 

by Julia Waterfall at its 88th Anniversary 

Meeting. St. Peter’s Rooms commencing 

7.15pm. Visitors and new members welcome. 

Saturday 11th February 

Parish Council Surgery – Your opportunity  

to meet with your Parish, Borough and County 

Councillors to discuss local issues. 10am to 12 

noon in the Hall at St. Peter’s Rooms 

Sunday 12th February 

Valentines Day Lunch – (with special 

themed menu) at Ruddington Golf Club. 

Super Valentine raffle, auction and gift for the 

ladies. Tickets £27.50 (ring 0115 921 4146). 

All profits to the ‘Teddies for Loving Care 

Nottinghamshire’ – caring for children in our 

local hospitals. 

The Mahalas – 50′s & 60′s Rock & Roll – 

Youth Ministry fundraiser to be held at St. 

Peter’s Church commencing 7pm. Concert & 

3 course meal £10 per ticket. Details from the 

Church Office on 0115 878 0579 or email 

ruddoffice@googlemail.com. 

Wednesday 15th February 

“The Blue and The Grey” - a talk by Roy 

Woodward presented by Ruddington & 

District Probus Club at Ruddington Grange 

Golf Club. Phone 0115 921 4139 ext 22 for 

more information. 

Tuesday 21st February 

Environment & Community Committee 
Meeting at St. Peter’s Rooms, Church Street 

commencing 7.30pm 
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St. Peter’s Rooms, Church Street, Ruddington, Nottingham NG11 6HA.       
Tel: 0115 914 6660          Email: office@RuddingtonParishCouncil.gov.uk 
Fax: 0115 914 6646                                Website: www.RuddingtonParishCouncil.gov.uk 

For copyright information, please contact Ruddington Parish Council or visit the website above  

 

NEWSLETTER CONTRIBUTORS 
Due to the popularity of the Ruddington Village Newsletter, we are looking for one 
or two more “occasional” contributors to assist with compiling local stories. You 
don’t need writing experience but you do need to have a strong interest in the 
village and be willing to do a little “leg work” from time to time when investigating an 
article.  Obviously, you will be doing it “for love, not money” but articles are credited 
to the writer. Please contact Linda at the Parish Council Office and arrange to pop 
along to one of our monthly editorial meetings. 
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S.O.S – SAVE OUR SHOPS!  
A new campaign has been launched by a village businesswoman with the 

theme “S.O.S – Save Our Shops!” 
 

It’s the idea of Ruddington Travel’s Sarah Eborall and her 
father Chris, who runs an independent music shop in 
Scarborough.  This follows another tough Christmas for 
traders – when we saw yet more people choosing to buy 
goods and services over the internet instead of on the High 
Street. It takes the form of a series of six specially designed 
posters ranging from ‘”www? Why why wait?” to “When you 
buy from the net – not always a safe bet!”  There are also 
“Save Our Shops” badges which can be worn by 

shopkeepers and shop assistants.Their campaign has already received the backing 
of ‘Queen of Retail’ Mary Portas after Chris contacted her about it.  In the letter he 
wrote: “The economy, the internet, high rents, high business rates and the 
reluctance for towns to allow easy access to the motorist are all factors we are sure 
are killing the High Street.  Hence our action.” Sarah has also written to the Prime 
Minister but is yet to receive a reply!  Meantime she is offering the posters and 
badges FREE to other Ruddington retailers who wish to display or wear them in 
their own shops.  If you’d like one please pop into Ruddington Travel on Church 
Street.                             (Researched & written by Graham Wright)                

A HUGE “THANK YOU” 
On January 18

th
 the children of James 

Peacock School, led by the Deputy 
Head, Mrs Clemens, held a special 
assembly to say “Thank you” to the 
various individuals and organisations 
who had supported the school in their 
recent development of a Sensory 
Room. The multi sensory room is a 
designated space, appropriately 
resourced to be able to be either calm 
or stimulating as required, to support 
and meet children’s individual, long 
and short term emotional, physical 

and social needs.     (Continued over)              

 

Ruddington Parish Council 

VILLAGE NEWSLETTER 
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Financial support to enable the 
purchase of the specialist equipment 
in the room was generously given by 
the Parish, Borough and County 
Councillors, the Extended Services 
Team,  Friends of James Peacock, 
FSE Ltd,  Ruddington Grange Golf 
Club (Ladies Team) and  Welcome 
Finance.  Each of them was 
presented with a “Thank you” card 
designed by the pupils. Individuals 
have also contributed various 
resources and collectively the result is 
a unique facility in our local school. 
                               (By Barbara Breakwell) 

 
 

 

 

As part of the on-going issues in 
respect of dog fouling in children’s 
play areas and on the playing fields, 
the Parish Council is installing 
signage advising dog owners that 
dogs are to be kept on a lead on Elms 
Park Playing Fields, Jubilee Playing 
Field, Sellors Playing Field and 
Vicarage Lane Playing Field. The 
Parish Council hopes that dog walkers 
will co-operate with this project as 
users of the playing fields are 
reporting considerable problems with 
dog faeces left where children play. 
Always remember to “pick up” after 
your dog – the Parish Council office 
has some supplies of “poop” bags. 

 
CHARITY LUNCH 

Local charity “Teddies for Loving Care 
Nottinghamshire” will be holding a 
fundraising Valentine’s lunch on 
Sunday 12 February at Ruddington 

Grange Golf Club’s Banqueting Suite. 
This annual event is supported by 
local shops and businesses in 
Ruddington and West Bridgford who 
donate prizes every year for the super 
raffle and auction. Everyone attending 
is encouraged to support these local 
traders, whose names are displayed 
on every table. The event is great fun 
and every lady receives a rose. It’s a 
great way to give your partner a 
Valentine’s treat and support a charity 
that helps local children suffering 
trauma at the same time. Tickets 
include a 4-course meal and entry to 
the prize draw. Contact Graham Riche 
on 07786 226 109 for ticket price and 
availability.      (Written by Faye Stenson)  

 
                     SNOW CODE ….…………   
Repeating the information previously 
provided: According to the 
government website, there’s no law 
stopping you from clearing snow and 
ice on the pavement outside your 
home or from public spaces. Use salt 
or sand – NOT WATER! If you use 
water to melt the snow, it will refreeze 
and turn to black ice. When you’re 
shovelling snow, take care where you 
put it so it doesn’t block people’s 
paths or drains. For more information 
on the Snow Code go to 
www.direct.gov.uk 

 
      CEREBRAL PALSY SPORT 
This year’s Rushcliffe 10K & Fun Run 
will support the charity Cerebral Palsy 
Sport, which helps improve the lives 
of children and young people with 
physical disabilities through sport. The 
event will be held on Sunday 4 March, 
with the race starting at 10:30am. 
There are two routes to choose from – 
the 2K Fun Run (twice around the 
lake) and a 5K course around the 
Park which will be run twice for the full 

 

PLAY 
AREA 

SAFETY 
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Of course, there are plenty more 
classes and groups in the village at 
other venues and you can find details 
of many of these on the Parish 
Council website:  …………………. 
www.ruddingtonparishcouncil.gov.uk 
under the section WHAT’S ON. 

 
POLICING 

Our Beat Manager Ann Gill says:  
“At the time of writing this I can report 
that burglary in Rushcliffe has risen 
slightly and I would like to remind 
people of additional precautions they 
can take to try and prevent their 
property becoming a target. A well 
maintained frontage will give the 
impression that you care about your 
property and are more likely to be 
security conscious. Valuables 
including personal documents (eg 
passport, etc) would be better kept in 
a home safe or similar security 
storage cabinet. Many break-ins are 
to acquire car keys, so if you have a 
vehicle try to make sure it is out of 
sight in a garage if you have one, or 
behind locked gates if possible.  If 
neither of these are possible, try to 
use an additional security device 
which will at least help to deter would-
be car thieves. Security lights, alarms 
and CCTV all help deter possible 
offenders and can be bought from any 
good hardware supplier.” 
Police contact numbers are:  
Dial 101  - the NEW non emergency 
number 
Our Beat Manager is PC Ann Gill – 
tel: 07702 141 724 
Our PCSO is Jenny Buggy –  
tel: 07702 141 722 
IN AN EMERGENCY RING 999 

A LARGE PRINT COPY OF THIS 
NEWSLETTER IS AVAILABLE 

IN THE LIBRARY 

2
nd

 ANNIVERSARY EDITION 
The Parish Council would like to thank 
all contributors for making this 
newsletter such a success.  This 
edition celebrates the second 
anniversary of the Village Newsletter 
which is now 8-pages in full colour 
and has more than 1,200 copies 
picked up every month. We hope that 
it continues to remain popular and 
satisfy the needs of Ruddington’s 
residents.

COULD YOU HELP OUT AT GCRN? 
Our local heritage railway, Great 
Central Railway Nottingham (GCRN), 
is looking for new people to join its 
team of volunteers. The team needs 
help in all areas, including laying or 
maintaining the track, locomotives, 
rolling stock and structures. They are 
also looking for volunteers to help out 
in the shop or on-train. So if you have 
spare time on your hands and would 
like to get involved, they would love to 
hear from you. Training and 
orientation are provided so no specific 
skills are necessary. For further 
details, please email info@gcrn.co.uk. 

 
Photo supplied by Peter Woodhead 

GCRN is also looking for a company 
that can help them build a new station 
platform. If you (or anyone you know) 
can help, please contact the team on 
the above email.     (By Faye Stenson)
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food” to the pub “and, yes, we will be 
repairing the signs!”  The interior is 
also set for a bit of a makeover after 
which Sunday and midweek carveries 
will be available along with a full 
general menu.  The rear function 
room is now being offered for FREE 
hire – with disco and buffet available.  
And, as well as the established disco 
and karaoke nights on Wednesdays 
and Fridays, there’s new “live” music 
– with singer Tony Beltz starting 
things off on the 18

th
 February. 

Thirdly, it looks like “live” music is also 
back on the cards at The Victoria 
Tavern.  Bhavna Patel – whose family 
also runs The Red Heart - has just 
handed over the keys after 18 months 
there. Locals gathered to wish her a 
fond farewell on the 23

rd
 January. 

Following a period of uncertainty for 
staff and customers the new lease 
was taken on by Enterprise Inns 
entrepreneur Harry Kelly the following 
day – adding to his chain of around 60 
pubs.  He has kept on four staff 
members including newly appointed 
manageress Sarah McCree (pictured 
centre), chef Colleen (left) and 
Sarah’s youngest son Joe (right).  

Eldest son Ben and existing barman 
Mike complete the team.  As well as 
pledging to continue with a choice of 
five changing real ales they have also 
expanded the food menu but brought 
down the prices - with many meals 

including Sunday lunch now costing 
less than a fiver.  A “Happy Hour” has 
been introduced on weekday 
lunchtimes and early evenings with 
pints from £2.50.  Pub quizzes, bingo 
and karaoke are also planned…. 
(Written & researched by Graham Wright)  

            IN THE DOLDRUMS? …   …..   
The doldrums (sometimes spelt 
dolddrums) is the name used for a 
low-pressure area around the equator 
where in calm periods the winds can 
disappear altogether and years ago 
would trap sail-powered boats for 
periods of days or weeks. 

       
Many people feel that they are “in the 
doldrums” early in the year, when the 
weather is poor, nights are long and 
there doesn’t seem to be much to look 
forward to until Spring. So this is an 
excellent time to take up a new hobby, 
join a club, learn a skill or just get fit. 
The Parish Council’s venues are used 
for a huge variety of groups and 
classes, and frequently has new 
things starting. There is Zumba, Tai 
Chi, Pilates, Karate and Dance 
Classes for all ages. If you are looking 
for something less active, there are 
Craft Classes, a Knitting Group, 
Bridge and even a Lacemakers Group 
(self-help, not teaching). Then there’s 
the History Society, the Women’s 
Institute, the Ladies’ Probus Club and 
the Western Front Association who all 
hold meetings with interesting 
speakers and a chance to make new 
friends with similar interests.  
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10K. All age groups and abilities are 
invited to take part, although 10K 
participants must be aged 15 or over, 
and under 18’s need parental 
permission. It costs between £3 and 
£12 to enter the race and Rushcliffe 
Borough Council will donate £1 of 
each entry fee to CP Sport. The 
closing date for entries is Friday 17 
February 2012, so please make sure 
you enter in good time. You can find 
out more and enter the race online at 
www.rushcliffe.gov.uk/10k. 

 
                          (Written by Faye Stenson) 

 
 
     LOVE YOUR LEFTOVERS  … 
Love Food Hate Waste 
Nottinghamshire can help you save 
money and help the environment by 
reducing the amount of food we throw 
away every week. Wasting food costs 
the average family £480 a year: this 
increases to £680 a year for families 
with children – or around £50 a 
month!  

 

Nottinghamshire County Council have 
launched a “LOVE YOUR 

LEFTOVERS COMPETITION” where 
if you create a new dish from your 
lovely leftovers you could win a great 
prize.  
*Your recipe cooked by a top UK chef 
in Nottingham’s Market Square 
*Your winning recipe published on the 
Love Food Hate Waste Notts website 
*£100 Lakeland vouchers donated by 
Veolia Environmental Services 
*Celebrity chef Richard Fox’s latest 
book 
*A signed Love Food Hate Waste 
apron. 
Visit the Nottinghamshire County 
Council website and type in Love 
Food Hate Waste for entry details. 
The deadline is 26

th
 February 2012.  

 

 

COUNTY COUNCIL LEADER VISITS       
…………..RUDDINGTON 
Ruddington Library staff recently 
welcomed Councillor Kay Cutts, 
Leader of the County Council. She 
was visiting the library as part of her 
mission to see the work of the 58 
Children’s Centres in 
Nottinghamshire.  
Every second 
Tuesday of the 
month the library 
hosts staff 
members from 
Abbey Road and 
Lady Bay 
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Children’s Centre who hold a “Rattle, 
Rhyme and Roll” Session for local 0-3 
year olds and their parents / carers.  
The sessions enable parents / carers 
and children to meet together and 
have fun in the relaxed atmosphere of 
our local library. ……………………… 
Whilst in the library Cllr. Cutts took the 
time to talk to the participants in the 
session, the library and Sure Start 
teams as well as other residents who 
were present.  ………………………… 
The library users took the opportunity 
to acknowledge with her their delight 
that it has been recently announced 
that the library will open longer after 
April as it is one of 15 in the County to 
have additional hours of opening time.  
…              (Written by Barbara Breakwell)

 

             ‘BEER & BANTER’ - ………. 
           a new way to network    ….. 
Building on the success of the 
Ruddington Business Partnership 
(RBP), which launched in the village 
last year, a second group is set to 
launch at the end of February. Called 
‘Beer & Banter’, the group will meet in 
The Stables area of the White Horse 
Inn on the last Friday of each month 
for a relaxed networking session over 
a beer or two. 
The aim of the group is to give 
businesspeople in the village who 
would like to network, but are either 
unable to attend daytime events or 
would prefer an informal atmosphere, 
the opportunity to make new contacts 
and pass business. In particular, 
trades which don’t traditionally 
network, such as plumbers and 
electricians, are being encouraged to 
give the group a try. 
The first meeting will take place 

between 6pm and 7:30pm on Friday 

           
24 February. Beer & Banter will run on 
a drop-in basis, with businesses free 
to call in for just half an hour or so, or 
for the full duration. Hopefully the new 
group will build on RBP’s success by 
offering an alternative way to generate 
new work for Ruddington’s business 
community. 
For more information, please email 
ianwilson@rockhopperevolution.co.uk 
or faye.stenson@blackandwrite.co.uk. 
                         (Written by Faye Stenson)

           WHY HASN’T ANYONE ……..  
              DONE   ANYTHING? ……. 
Have you spotted something wrong in 
the village? Perhaps graffiti on a wall 
or a street light not working? 
Why not report it yourself rather than 
assume someone else will. The more 
reports that are made the quicker it 
might be sorted. ………………………. 
Litter or graffiti - contact Streetwise 
on 0115 981 9911 or email  
customerservices@rushcliffe.gov.uk 
Faulty street light or traffic light, 
excessive weeds or plant growth 
on pavements, damaged 
pavements, flooding or drainage 
problems on roads - contact  
Nottinghamshire County Council on 
08449 80 80 80 or via 
www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk 
Water Leaks – contact Severn Trent 
on 0800 783 4444 or 
www.stwater.co.uk   
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RUDDINGTON COMMUNITY CHOIR 
Do you enjoy singing? Were you 
inspired by Gareth Malone and his 
Military Wives’ choir? I can’t promise a 
number 1 hit single, but I can 
guarantee to lift your spirits through 
song when you join the brand new 
Ruddington Community Choir.  

         
The choir is open to everyone, 
regardless of experience, ability or 
confidence. There are no auditions; 
songs will be taught by ear, so you 
don't have to be able to read music, 
though sheet music, along with 
recordings, will be available on 
request. Music will be varied to 
include pop, gospel and folk, and 
there will be solo opportunities for 
more experienced singers. A course 
of 10 sessions costs £35 in advance, 
or £4 a session.  
Rehearsals will take place on 
Tuesday evenings from 8.00-9.30pm 
at St Peter’s Church starting on 
Tuesday 13 March. However, the 
choir will be launched in a special 
event ‘Sing for Ngora’ on Saturday 3 
March at St Peter’s Church. This will 
consist of a singing workshop from 
2.00 until 5.00, followed by an 
informal concert for friends and family. 
The cost to take part in the workshop 
is £15 (£10 concessions) and will 
include 2 tickets for the concert, 
refreshments and all music. Concert 

tickets for non-participants are £3 (£2 
concessions). Proceeds will be 
donated to the Ruddington Churches’ 
Ngoro charity through TESO 
Development Trust. 
Further details on joining the choir 
and/or attending the workshop are 
available from Cathy Troup, choir co-
ordinator: cathy@brachamusic.co.uk; 
mobile:  07909 926129.  

 
     RUDDINGTON GOES “LIVE”! 
It’s been a busy Christmas and New 
Year period for Ruddington’s pubs – 
as three of them have just changed 
hands in as many months. What’s 
more ALL THREE are also promising 
regular “live” music to pull in the 
punters! 
First up, after a long period of closure 
- and eventual repairs and 
refurbishment - The Bricklayers 
Arms reopened its doors to drinkers 
on Friday 11

th
 November.  It’s now in 

the experienced hands of mother and 
daughter team Carol & Brenda – who 
hail from Great Yarmouth.  Carol has 
been managing pubs for 18 years but 
hopes to become a permanent fixture 
in Ruddington.  Real ale can now be 
found on the bar for the first time in a 
decade – and monthly Karaoke is on 
Sunday afternoons plus a new 
monthly Wednesday “Open Mic” night 
starting on the 15

th
 February.  Despite 

the lengthy closure we’re told many of 
the old regulars quickly returned – but 
with lots of fresh faces enjoying the 
Sky Sports TV and new “Card School” 
on Sundays.  They’re also looking to 
join the local Pool League. 
Secondly, since the 5

th
 of January, 

Natalie Toplis has been welcoming 
locals at The Jolly Farmers.  
Originally from Chesterfield she’s 
taken on the five year licence to 
reintroduce some “life” and “Jolly good 
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Wednesday 1st February 

“A plan, a man & two canals” - a talk by 

John Moore presented by Ruddington & 

District Probus Club at Ruddington Grange 

Golf Club. 0115 921 4139 ext 22 for details. 

Ruddington Local History & Amenity 

Society presents  ’Sir Ralph of Epperstone – 

A Medieval Physician’ by Ralph Needham. 

St. Peter’s Rooms 8pm in the Hall. Visitors 

welcome. £2 per meeting incl refreshments. 

Sunday 5th February 

Tea, Coffee & Cakes – The Friends of 

Rushcliffe Country Park invite you to enjoy 

tea, coffee and cakes from 10.00am to 3.00pm 

in the Education Room (by the lake) at 

Rushcliffe Country Park. In aid of FoRCP. 

Footpath Walk - Ruddington Footpaths 

Preservation Group’s organised walk -

Plumtree Circular. Meet 2.00pm on The 

Green. 

Tuesday 7th February 

Amenities Committee Meeting at St. Peter’s 

Rooms, Church Street commencing 7.30pm 

Wednesday 8th February 

‘That Hat!’ – Ruddington W.I. presents a talk 

by Julia Waterfall at its 88th Anniversary 

Meeting. St. Peter’s Rooms commencing 

7.15pm. Visitors and new members welcome. 

Saturday 11th February 

Parish Council Surgery – Your opportunity  

to meet with your Parish, Borough and County 

Councillors to discuss local issues. 10am to 12 

noon in the Hall at St. Peter’s Rooms 

Sunday 12th February 

Valentines Day Lunch – (with special 

themed menu) at Ruddington Golf Club. 

Super Valentine raffle, auction and gift for the 

ladies. Tickets £27.50 (ring 0115 921 4146). 

All profits to the ‘Teddies for Loving Care 

Nottinghamshire’ – caring for children in our 

local hospitals. 

The Mahalas – 50′s & 60′s Rock & Roll – 

Youth Ministry fundraiser to be held at St. 

Peter’s Church commencing 7pm. Concert & 

3 course meal £10 per ticket. Details from the 

Church Office on 0115 878 0579 or email 

ruddoffice@googlemail.com. 

Wednesday 15th February 

“The Blue and The Grey” - a talk by Roy 

Woodward presented by Ruddington & 

District Probus Club at Ruddington Grange 

Golf Club. Phone 0115 921 4139 ext 22 for 

more information. 

Tuesday 21st February 

Environment & Community Committee 
Meeting at St. Peter’s Rooms, Church Street 

commencing 7.30pm 
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St. Peter’s Rooms, Church Street, Ruddington, Nottingham NG11 6HA.       
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NEWSLETTER CONTRIBUTORS 
Due to the popularity of the Ruddington Village Newsletter, we are looking for one 
or two more “occasional” contributors to assist with compiling local stories. You 
don’t need writing experience but you do need to have a strong interest in the 
village and be willing to do a little “leg work” from time to time when investigating an 
article.  Obviously, you will be doing it “for love, not money” but articles are credited 
to the writer. Please contact Linda at the Parish Council Office and arrange to pop 
along to one of our monthly editorial meetings. 
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S.O.S – SAVE OUR SHOPS!  
A new campaign has been launched by a village businesswoman with the 

theme “S.O.S – Save Our Shops!” 
 

It’s the idea of Ruddington Travel’s Sarah Eborall and her 
father Chris, who runs an independent music shop in 
Scarborough.  This follows another tough Christmas for 
traders – when we saw yet more people choosing to buy 
goods and services over the internet instead of on the High 
Street. It takes the form of a series of six specially designed 
posters ranging from ‘”www? Why why wait?” to “When you 
buy from the net – not always a safe bet!”  There are also 
“Save Our Shops” badges which can be worn by 

shopkeepers and shop assistants.Their campaign has already received the backing 
of ‘Queen of Retail’ Mary Portas after Chris contacted her about it.  In the letter he 
wrote: “The economy, the internet, high rents, high business rates and the 
reluctance for towns to allow easy access to the motorist are all factors we are sure 
are killing the High Street.  Hence our action.” Sarah has also written to the Prime 
Minister but is yet to receive a reply!  Meantime she is offering the posters and 
badges FREE to other Ruddington retailers who wish to display or wear them in 
their own shops.  If you’d like one please pop into Ruddington Travel on Church 
Street.                             (Researched & written by Graham Wright)                

A HUGE “THANK YOU” 
On January 18

th
 the children of James 

Peacock School, led by the Deputy 
Head, Mrs Clemens, held a special 
assembly to say “Thank you” to the 
various individuals and organisations 
who had supported the school in their 
recent development of a Sensory 
Room. The multi sensory room is a 
designated space, appropriately 
resourced to be able to be either calm 
or stimulating as required, to support 
and meet children’s individual, long 
and short term emotional, physical 

and social needs.     (Continued over)              

 

Ruddington Parish Council 

VILLAGE NEWSLETTER 
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Financial support to enable the 
purchase of the specialist equipment 
in the room was generously given by 
the Parish, Borough and County 
Councillors, the Extended Services 
Team,  Friends of James Peacock, 
FSE Ltd,  Ruddington Grange Golf 
Club (Ladies Team) and  Welcome 
Finance.  Each of them was 
presented with a “Thank you” card 
designed by the pupils. Individuals 
have also contributed various 
resources and collectively the result is 
a unique facility in our local school. 
                               (By Barbara Breakwell) 

 
 

 

 

As part of the on-going issues in 
respect of dog fouling in children’s 
play areas and on the playing fields, 
the Parish Council is installing 
signage advising dog owners that 
dogs are to be kept on a lead on Elms 
Park Playing Fields, Jubilee Playing 
Field, Sellors Playing Field and 
Vicarage Lane Playing Field. The 
Parish Council hopes that dog walkers 
will co-operate with this project as 
users of the playing fields are 
reporting considerable problems with 
dog faeces left where children play. 
Always remember to “pick up” after 
your dog – the Parish Council office 
has some supplies of “poop” bags. 

 
CHARITY LUNCH 

Local charity “Teddies for Loving Care 
Nottinghamshire” will be holding a 
fundraising Valentine’s lunch on 
Sunday 12 February at Ruddington 

Grange Golf Club’s Banqueting Suite. 
This annual event is supported by 
local shops and businesses in 
Ruddington and West Bridgford who 
donate prizes every year for the super 
raffle and auction. Everyone attending 
is encouraged to support these local 
traders, whose names are displayed 
on every table. The event is great fun 
and every lady receives a rose. It’s a 
great way to give your partner a 
Valentine’s treat and support a charity 
that helps local children suffering 
trauma at the same time. Tickets 
include a 4-course meal and entry to 
the prize draw. Contact Graham Riche 
on 07786 226 109 for ticket price and 
availability.      (Written by Faye Stenson)  

 
                     SNOW CODE ….…………   
Repeating the information previously 
provided: According to the 
government website, there’s no law 
stopping you from clearing snow and 
ice on the pavement outside your 
home or from public spaces. Use salt 
or sand – NOT WATER! If you use 
water to melt the snow, it will refreeze 
and turn to black ice. When you’re 
shovelling snow, take care where you 
put it so it doesn’t block people’s 
paths or drains. For more information 
on the Snow Code go to 
www.direct.gov.uk 

 
      CEREBRAL PALSY SPORT 
This year’s Rushcliffe 10K & Fun Run 
will support the charity Cerebral Palsy 
Sport, which helps improve the lives 
of children and young people with 
physical disabilities through sport. The 
event will be held on Sunday 4 March, 
with the race starting at 10:30am. 
There are two routes to choose from – 
the 2K Fun Run (twice around the 
lake) and a 5K course around the 
Park which will be run twice for the full 

 

PLAY 
AREA 

SAFETY 
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Of course, there are plenty more 
classes and groups in the village at 
other venues and you can find details 
of many of these on the Parish 
Council website:  …………………. 
www.ruddingtonparishcouncil.gov.uk 
under the section WHAT’S ON. 

 
POLICING 

Our Beat Manager Ann Gill says:  
“At the time of writing this I can report 
that burglary in Rushcliffe has risen 
slightly and I would like to remind 
people of additional precautions they 
can take to try and prevent their 
property becoming a target. A well 
maintained frontage will give the 
impression that you care about your 
property and are more likely to be 
security conscious. Valuables 
including personal documents (eg 
passport, etc) would be better kept in 
a home safe or similar security 
storage cabinet. Many break-ins are 
to acquire car keys, so if you have a 
vehicle try to make sure it is out of 
sight in a garage if you have one, or 
behind locked gates if possible.  If 
neither of these are possible, try to 
use an additional security device 
which will at least help to deter would-
be car thieves. Security lights, alarms 
and CCTV all help deter possible 
offenders and can be bought from any 
good hardware supplier.” 
Police contact numbers are:  
Dial 101  - the NEW non emergency 
number 
Our Beat Manager is PC Ann Gill – 
tel: 07702 141 724 
Our PCSO is Jenny Buggy –  
tel: 07702 141 722 
IN AN EMERGENCY RING 999 

A LARGE PRINT COPY OF THIS 
NEWSLETTER IS AVAILABLE 

IN THE LIBRARY 

2
nd

 ANNIVERSARY EDITION 
The Parish Council would like to thank 
all contributors for making this 
newsletter such a success.  This 
edition celebrates the second 
anniversary of the Village Newsletter 
which is now 8-pages in full colour 
and has more than 1,200 copies 
picked up every month. We hope that 
it continues to remain popular and 
satisfy the needs of Ruddington’s 
residents.

COULD YOU HELP OUT AT GCRN? 
Our local heritage railway, Great 
Central Railway Nottingham (GCRN), 
is looking for new people to join its 
team of volunteers. The team needs 
help in all areas, including laying or 
maintaining the track, locomotives, 
rolling stock and structures. They are 
also looking for volunteers to help out 
in the shop or on-train. So if you have 
spare time on your hands and would 
like to get involved, they would love to 
hear from you. Training and 
orientation are provided so no specific 
skills are necessary. For further 
details, please email info@gcrn.co.uk. 

 
Photo supplied by Peter Woodhead 

GCRN is also looking for a company 
that can help them build a new station 
platform. If you (or anyone you know) 
can help, please contact the team on 
the above email.     (By Faye Stenson)
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food” to the pub “and, yes, we will be 
repairing the signs!”  The interior is 
also set for a bit of a makeover after 
which Sunday and midweek carveries 
will be available along with a full 
general menu.  The rear function 
room is now being offered for FREE 
hire – with disco and buffet available.  
And, as well as the established disco 
and karaoke nights on Wednesdays 
and Fridays, there’s new “live” music 
– with singer Tony Beltz starting 
things off on the 18

th
 February. 

Thirdly, it looks like “live” music is also 
back on the cards at The Victoria 
Tavern.  Bhavna Patel – whose family 
also runs The Red Heart - has just 
handed over the keys after 18 months 
there. Locals gathered to wish her a 
fond farewell on the 23

rd
 January. 

Following a period of uncertainty for 
staff and customers the new lease 
was taken on by Enterprise Inns 
entrepreneur Harry Kelly the following 
day – adding to his chain of around 60 
pubs.  He has kept on four staff 
members including newly appointed 
manageress Sarah McCree (pictured 
centre), chef Colleen (left) and 
Sarah’s youngest son Joe (right).  

Eldest son Ben and existing barman 
Mike complete the team.  As well as 
pledging to continue with a choice of 
five changing real ales they have also 
expanded the food menu but brought 
down the prices - with many meals 

including Sunday lunch now costing 
less than a fiver.  A “Happy Hour” has 
been introduced on weekday 
lunchtimes and early evenings with 
pints from £2.50.  Pub quizzes, bingo 
and karaoke are also planned…. 
(Written & researched by Graham Wright)  

            IN THE DOLDRUMS? …   …..   
The doldrums (sometimes spelt 
dolddrums) is the name used for a 
low-pressure area around the equator 
where in calm periods the winds can 
disappear altogether and years ago 
would trap sail-powered boats for 
periods of days or weeks. 

       
Many people feel that they are “in the 
doldrums” early in the year, when the 
weather is poor, nights are long and 
there doesn’t seem to be much to look 
forward to until Spring. So this is an 
excellent time to take up a new hobby, 
join a club, learn a skill or just get fit. 
The Parish Council’s venues are used 
for a huge variety of groups and 
classes, and frequently has new 
things starting. There is Zumba, Tai 
Chi, Pilates, Karate and Dance 
Classes for all ages. If you are looking 
for something less active, there are 
Craft Classes, a Knitting Group, 
Bridge and even a Lacemakers Group 
(self-help, not teaching). Then there’s 
the History Society, the Women’s 
Institute, the Ladies’ Probus Club and 
the Western Front Association who all 
hold meetings with interesting 
speakers and a chance to make new 
friends with similar interests.  
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10K. All age groups and abilities are 
invited to take part, although 10K 
participants must be aged 15 or over, 
and under 18’s need parental 
permission. It costs between £3 and 
£12 to enter the race and Rushcliffe 
Borough Council will donate £1 of 
each entry fee to CP Sport. The 
closing date for entries is Friday 17 
February 2012, so please make sure 
you enter in good time. You can find 
out more and enter the race online at 
www.rushcliffe.gov.uk/10k. 

 
                          (Written by Faye Stenson) 

 
 
     LOVE YOUR LEFTOVERS  … 
Love Food Hate Waste 
Nottinghamshire can help you save 
money and help the environment by 
reducing the amount of food we throw 
away every week. Wasting food costs 
the average family £480 a year: this 
increases to £680 a year for families 
with children – or around £50 a 
month!  

 

Nottinghamshire County Council have 
launched a “LOVE YOUR 

LEFTOVERS COMPETITION” where 
if you create a new dish from your 
lovely leftovers you could win a great 
prize.  
*Your recipe cooked by a top UK chef 
in Nottingham’s Market Square 
*Your winning recipe published on the 
Love Food Hate Waste Notts website 
*£100 Lakeland vouchers donated by 
Veolia Environmental Services 
*Celebrity chef Richard Fox’s latest 
book 
*A signed Love Food Hate Waste 
apron. 
Visit the Nottinghamshire County 
Council website and type in Love 
Food Hate Waste for entry details. 
The deadline is 26

th
 February 2012.  

 

 

COUNTY COUNCIL LEADER VISITS       
…………..RUDDINGTON 
Ruddington Library staff recently 
welcomed Councillor Kay Cutts, 
Leader of the County Council. She 
was visiting the library as part of her 
mission to see the work of the 58 
Children’s Centres in 
Nottinghamshire.  
Every second 
Tuesday of the 
month the library 
hosts staff 
members from 
Abbey Road and 
Lady Bay 
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Children’s Centre who hold a “Rattle, 
Rhyme and Roll” Session for local 0-3 
year olds and their parents / carers.  
The sessions enable parents / carers 
and children to meet together and 
have fun in the relaxed atmosphere of 
our local library. ……………………… 
Whilst in the library Cllr. Cutts took the 
time to talk to the participants in the 
session, the library and Sure Start 
teams as well as other residents who 
were present.  ………………………… 
The library users took the opportunity 
to acknowledge with her their delight 
that it has been recently announced 
that the library will open longer after 
April as it is one of 15 in the County to 
have additional hours of opening time.  
…              (Written by Barbara Breakwell)

 

             ‘BEER & BANTER’ - ………. 
           a new way to network    ….. 
Building on the success of the 
Ruddington Business Partnership 
(RBP), which launched in the village 
last year, a second group is set to 
launch at the end of February. Called 
‘Beer & Banter’, the group will meet in 
The Stables area of the White Horse 
Inn on the last Friday of each month 
for a relaxed networking session over 
a beer or two. 
The aim of the group is to give 
businesspeople in the village who 
would like to network, but are either 
unable to attend daytime events or 
would prefer an informal atmosphere, 
the opportunity to make new contacts 
and pass business. In particular, 
trades which don’t traditionally 
network, such as plumbers and 
electricians, are being encouraged to 
give the group a try. 
The first meeting will take place 

between 6pm and 7:30pm on Friday 

           
24 February. Beer & Banter will run on 
a drop-in basis, with businesses free 
to call in for just half an hour or so, or 
for the full duration. Hopefully the new 
group will build on RBP’s success by 
offering an alternative way to generate 
new work for Ruddington’s business 
community. 
For more information, please email 
ianwilson@rockhopperevolution.co.uk 
or faye.stenson@blackandwrite.co.uk. 
                         (Written by Faye Stenson)

           WHY HASN’T ANYONE ……..  
              DONE   ANYTHING? ……. 
Have you spotted something wrong in 
the village? Perhaps graffiti on a wall 
or a street light not working? 
Why not report it yourself rather than 
assume someone else will. The more 
reports that are made the quicker it 
might be sorted. ………………………. 
Litter or graffiti - contact Streetwise 
on 0115 981 9911 or email  
customerservices@rushcliffe.gov.uk 
Faulty street light or traffic light, 
excessive weeds or plant growth 
on pavements, damaged 
pavements, flooding or drainage 
problems on roads - contact  
Nottinghamshire County Council on 
08449 80 80 80 or via 
www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk 
Water Leaks – contact Severn Trent 
on 0800 783 4444 or 
www.stwater.co.uk   
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RUDDINGTON COMMUNITY CHOIR 
Do you enjoy singing? Were you 
inspired by Gareth Malone and his 
Military Wives’ choir? I can’t promise a 
number 1 hit single, but I can 
guarantee to lift your spirits through 
song when you join the brand new 
Ruddington Community Choir.  

         
The choir is open to everyone, 
regardless of experience, ability or 
confidence. There are no auditions; 
songs will be taught by ear, so you 
don't have to be able to read music, 
though sheet music, along with 
recordings, will be available on 
request. Music will be varied to 
include pop, gospel and folk, and 
there will be solo opportunities for 
more experienced singers. A course 
of 10 sessions costs £35 in advance, 
or £4 a session.  
Rehearsals will take place on 
Tuesday evenings from 8.00-9.30pm 
at St Peter’s Church starting on 
Tuesday 13 March. However, the 
choir will be launched in a special 
event ‘Sing for Ngora’ on Saturday 3 
March at St Peter’s Church. This will 
consist of a singing workshop from 
2.00 until 5.00, followed by an 
informal concert for friends and family. 
The cost to take part in the workshop 
is £15 (£10 concessions) and will 
include 2 tickets for the concert, 
refreshments and all music. Concert 

tickets for non-participants are £3 (£2 
concessions). Proceeds will be 
donated to the Ruddington Churches’ 
Ngoro charity through TESO 
Development Trust. 
Further details on joining the choir 
and/or attending the workshop are 
available from Cathy Troup, choir co-
ordinator: cathy@brachamusic.co.uk; 
mobile:  07909 926129.  

 
     RUDDINGTON GOES “LIVE”! 
It’s been a busy Christmas and New 
Year period for Ruddington’s pubs – 
as three of them have just changed 
hands in as many months. What’s 
more ALL THREE are also promising 
regular “live” music to pull in the 
punters! 
First up, after a long period of closure 
- and eventual repairs and 
refurbishment - The Bricklayers 
Arms reopened its doors to drinkers 
on Friday 11

th
 November.  It’s now in 

the experienced hands of mother and 
daughter team Carol & Brenda – who 
hail from Great Yarmouth.  Carol has 
been managing pubs for 18 years but 
hopes to become a permanent fixture 
in Ruddington.  Real ale can now be 
found on the bar for the first time in a 
decade – and monthly Karaoke is on 
Sunday afternoons plus a new 
monthly Wednesday “Open Mic” night 
starting on the 15

th
 February.  Despite 

the lengthy closure we’re told many of 
the old regulars quickly returned – but 
with lots of fresh faces enjoying the 
Sky Sports TV and new “Card School” 
on Sundays.  They’re also looking to 
join the local Pool League. 
Secondly, since the 5

th
 of January, 

Natalie Toplis has been welcoming 
locals at The Jolly Farmers.  
Originally from Chesterfield she’s 
taken on the five year licence to 
reintroduce some “life” and “Jolly good 
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Wednesday 1st February 

“A plan, a man & two canals” - a talk by 

John Moore presented by Ruddington & 

District Probus Club at Ruddington Grange 

Golf Club. 0115 921 4139 ext 22 for details. 

Ruddington Local History & Amenity 

Society presents  ’Sir Ralph of Epperstone – 

A Medieval Physician’ by Ralph Needham. 

St. Peter’s Rooms 8pm in the Hall. Visitors 

welcome. £2 per meeting incl refreshments. 

Sunday 5th February 

Tea, Coffee & Cakes – The Friends of 

Rushcliffe Country Park invite you to enjoy 

tea, coffee and cakes from 10.00am to 3.00pm 

in the Education Room (by the lake) at 

Rushcliffe Country Park. In aid of FoRCP. 

Footpath Walk - Ruddington Footpaths 

Preservation Group’s organised walk -

Plumtree Circular. Meet 2.00pm on The 

Green. 

Tuesday 7th February 

Amenities Committee Meeting at St. Peter’s 

Rooms, Church Street commencing 7.30pm 

Wednesday 8th February 

‘That Hat!’ – Ruddington W.I. presents a talk 

by Julia Waterfall at its 88th Anniversary 

Meeting. St. Peter’s Rooms commencing 

7.15pm. Visitors and new members welcome. 

Saturday 11th February 

Parish Council Surgery – Your opportunity  

to meet with your Parish, Borough and County 

Councillors to discuss local issues. 10am to 12 

noon in the Hall at St. Peter’s Rooms 

Sunday 12th February 

Valentines Day Lunch – (with special 

themed menu) at Ruddington Golf Club. 

Super Valentine raffle, auction and gift for the 

ladies. Tickets £27.50 (ring 0115 921 4146). 

All profits to the ‘Teddies for Loving Care 

Nottinghamshire’ – caring for children in our 

local hospitals. 

The Mahalas – 50′s & 60′s Rock & Roll – 

Youth Ministry fundraiser to be held at St. 

Peter’s Church commencing 7pm. Concert & 

3 course meal £10 per ticket. Details from the 

Church Office on 0115 878 0579 or email 

ruddoffice@googlemail.com. 

Wednesday 15th February 

“The Blue and The Grey” - a talk by Roy 

Woodward presented by Ruddington & 

District Probus Club at Ruddington Grange 

Golf Club. Phone 0115 921 4139 ext 22 for 

more information. 

Tuesday 21st February 

Environment & Community Committee 
Meeting at St. Peter’s Rooms, Church Street 

commencing 7.30pm 
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S.O.S – SAVE OUR SHOPS!  
A new campaign has been launched by a village businesswoman with the 

theme “S.O.S – Save Our Shops!” 
 

It’s the idea of Ruddington Travel’s Sarah Eborall and her 
father Chris, who runs an independent music shop in 
Scarborough.  This follows another tough Christmas for 
traders – when we saw yet more people choosing to buy 
goods and services over the internet instead of on the High 
Street. It takes the form of a series of six specially designed 
posters ranging from ‘”www? Why why wait?” to “When you 
buy from the net – not always a safe bet!”  There are also 
“Save Our Shops” badges which can be worn by 

shopkeepers and shop assistants.Their campaign has already received the backing 
of ‘Queen of Retail’ Mary Portas after Chris contacted her about it.  In the letter he 
wrote: “The economy, the internet, high rents, high business rates and the 
reluctance for towns to allow easy access to the motorist are all factors we are sure 
are killing the High Street.  Hence our action.” Sarah has also written to the Prime 
Minister but is yet to receive a reply!  Meantime she is offering the posters and 
badges FREE to other Ruddington retailers who wish to display or wear them in 
their own shops.  If you’d like one please pop into Ruddington Travel on Church 
Street.                             (Researched & written by Graham Wright)                

A HUGE “THANK YOU” 
On January 18

th
 the children of James 

Peacock School, led by the Deputy 
Head, Mrs Clemens, held a special 
assembly to say “Thank you” to the 
various individuals and organisations 
who had supported the school in their 
recent development of a Sensory 
Room. The multi sensory room is a 
designated space, appropriately 
resourced to be able to be either calm 
or stimulating as required, to support 
and meet children’s individual, long 
and short term emotional, physical 

and social needs.     (Continued over)              
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Financial support to enable the 
purchase of the specialist equipment 
in the room was generously given by 
the Parish, Borough and County 
Councillors, the Extended Services 
Team,  Friends of James Peacock, 
FSE Ltd,  Ruddington Grange Golf 
Club (Ladies Team) and  Welcome 
Finance.  Each of them was 
presented with a “Thank you” card 
designed by the pupils. Individuals 
have also contributed various 
resources and collectively the result is 
a unique facility in our local school. 
                               (By Barbara Breakwell) 

 
 

 

 

As part of the on-going issues in 
respect of dog fouling in children’s 
play areas and on the playing fields, 
the Parish Council is installing 
signage advising dog owners that 
dogs are to be kept on a lead on Elms 
Park Playing Fields, Jubilee Playing 
Field, Sellors Playing Field and 
Vicarage Lane Playing Field. The 
Parish Council hopes that dog walkers 
will co-operate with this project as 
users of the playing fields are 
reporting considerable problems with 
dog faeces left where children play. 
Always remember to “pick up” after 
your dog – the Parish Council office 
has some supplies of “poop” bags. 

 
CHARITY LUNCH 

Local charity “Teddies for Loving Care 
Nottinghamshire” will be holding a 
fundraising Valentine’s lunch on 
Sunday 12 February at Ruddington 

Grange Golf Club’s Banqueting Suite. 
This annual event is supported by 
local shops and businesses in 
Ruddington and West Bridgford who 
donate prizes every year for the super 
raffle and auction. Everyone attending 
is encouraged to support these local 
traders, whose names are displayed 
on every table. The event is great fun 
and every lady receives a rose. It’s a 
great way to give your partner a 
Valentine’s treat and support a charity 
that helps local children suffering 
trauma at the same time. Tickets 
include a 4-course meal and entry to 
the prize draw. Contact Graham Riche 
on 07786 226 109 for ticket price and 
availability.      (Written by Faye Stenson)  

 
                     SNOW CODE ….…………   
Repeating the information previously 
provided: According to the 
government website, there’s no law 
stopping you from clearing snow and 
ice on the pavement outside your 
home or from public spaces. Use salt 
or sand – NOT WATER! If you use 
water to melt the snow, it will refreeze 
and turn to black ice. When you’re 
shovelling snow, take care where you 
put it so it doesn’t block people’s 
paths or drains. For more information 
on the Snow Code go to 
www.direct.gov.uk 

 
      CEREBRAL PALSY SPORT 
This year’s Rushcliffe 10K & Fun Run 
will support the charity Cerebral Palsy 
Sport, which helps improve the lives 
of children and young people with 
physical disabilities through sport. The 
event will be held on Sunday 4 March, 
with the race starting at 10:30am. 
There are two routes to choose from – 
the 2K Fun Run (twice around the 
lake) and a 5K course around the 
Park which will be run twice for the full 
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Of course, there are plenty more 
classes and groups in the village at 
other venues and you can find details 
of many of these on the Parish 
Council website:  …………………. 
www.ruddingtonparishcouncil.gov.uk 
under the section WHAT’S ON. 

 
POLICING 

Our Beat Manager Ann Gill says:  
“At the time of writing this I can report 
that burglary in Rushcliffe has risen 
slightly and I would like to remind 
people of additional precautions they 
can take to try and prevent their 
property becoming a target. A well 
maintained frontage will give the 
impression that you care about your 
property and are more likely to be 
security conscious. Valuables 
including personal documents (eg 
passport, etc) would be better kept in 
a home safe or similar security 
storage cabinet. Many break-ins are 
to acquire car keys, so if you have a 
vehicle try to make sure it is out of 
sight in a garage if you have one, or 
behind locked gates if possible.  If 
neither of these are possible, try to 
use an additional security device 
which will at least help to deter would-
be car thieves. Security lights, alarms 
and CCTV all help deter possible 
offenders and can be bought from any 
good hardware supplier.” 
Police contact numbers are:  
Dial 101  - the NEW non emergency 
number 
Our Beat Manager is PC Ann Gill – 
tel: 07702 141 724 
Our PCSO is Jenny Buggy –  
tel: 07702 141 722 
IN AN EMERGENCY RING 999 

A LARGE PRINT COPY OF THIS 
NEWSLETTER IS AVAILABLE 

IN THE LIBRARY 

2
nd

 ANNIVERSARY EDITION 
The Parish Council would like to thank 
all contributors for making this 
newsletter such a success.  This 
edition celebrates the second 
anniversary of the Village Newsletter 
which is now 8-pages in full colour 
and has more than 1,200 copies 
picked up every month. We hope that 
it continues to remain popular and 
satisfy the needs of Ruddington’s 
residents.

COULD YOU HELP OUT AT GCRN? 
Our local heritage railway, Great 
Central Railway Nottingham (GCRN), 
is looking for new people to join its 
team of volunteers. The team needs 
help in all areas, including laying or 
maintaining the track, locomotives, 
rolling stock and structures. They are 
also looking for volunteers to help out 
in the shop or on-train. So if you have 
spare time on your hands and would 
like to get involved, they would love to 
hear from you. Training and 
orientation are provided so no specific 
skills are necessary. For further 
details, please email info@gcrn.co.uk. 

 
Photo supplied by Peter Woodhead 

GCRN is also looking for a company 
that can help them build a new station 
platform. If you (or anyone you know) 
can help, please contact the team on 
the above email.     (By Faye Stenson)
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food” to the pub “and, yes, we will be 
repairing the signs!”  The interior is 
also set for a bit of a makeover after 
which Sunday and midweek carveries 
will be available along with a full 
general menu.  The rear function 
room is now being offered for FREE 
hire – with disco and buffet available.  
And, as well as the established disco 
and karaoke nights on Wednesdays 
and Fridays, there’s new “live” music 
– with singer Tony Beltz starting 
things off on the 18

th
 February. 

Thirdly, it looks like “live” music is also 
back on the cards at The Victoria 
Tavern.  Bhavna Patel – whose family 
also runs The Red Heart - has just 
handed over the keys after 18 months 
there. Locals gathered to wish her a 
fond farewell on the 23

rd
 January. 

Following a period of uncertainty for 
staff and customers the new lease 
was taken on by Enterprise Inns 
entrepreneur Harry Kelly the following 
day – adding to his chain of around 60 
pubs.  He has kept on four staff 
members including newly appointed 
manageress Sarah McCree (pictured 
centre), chef Colleen (left) and 
Sarah’s youngest son Joe (right).  

Eldest son Ben and existing barman 
Mike complete the team.  As well as 
pledging to continue with a choice of 
five changing real ales they have also 
expanded the food menu but brought 
down the prices - with many meals 

including Sunday lunch now costing 
less than a fiver.  A “Happy Hour” has 
been introduced on weekday 
lunchtimes and early evenings with 
pints from £2.50.  Pub quizzes, bingo 
and karaoke are also planned…. 
(Written & researched by Graham Wright)  

            IN THE DOLDRUMS? …   …..   
The doldrums (sometimes spelt 
dolddrums) is the name used for a 
low-pressure area around the equator 
where in calm periods the winds can 
disappear altogether and years ago 
would trap sail-powered boats for 
periods of days or weeks. 

       
Many people feel that they are “in the 
doldrums” early in the year, when the 
weather is poor, nights are long and 
there doesn’t seem to be much to look 
forward to until Spring. So this is an 
excellent time to take up a new hobby, 
join a club, learn a skill or just get fit. 
The Parish Council’s venues are used 
for a huge variety of groups and 
classes, and frequently has new 
things starting. There is Zumba, Tai 
Chi, Pilates, Karate and Dance 
Classes for all ages. If you are looking 
for something less active, there are 
Craft Classes, a Knitting Group, 
Bridge and even a Lacemakers Group 
(self-help, not teaching). Then there’s 
the History Society, the Women’s 
Institute, the Ladies’ Probus Club and 
the Western Front Association who all 
hold meetings with interesting 
speakers and a chance to make new 
friends with similar interests.  
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10K. All age groups and abilities are 
invited to take part, although 10K 
participants must be aged 15 or over, 
and under 18’s need parental 
permission. It costs between £3 and 
£12 to enter the race and Rushcliffe 
Borough Council will donate £1 of 
each entry fee to CP Sport. The 
closing date for entries is Friday 17 
February 2012, so please make sure 
you enter in good time. You can find 
out more and enter the race online at 
www.rushcliffe.gov.uk/10k. 

 
                          (Written by Faye Stenson) 

 
 
     LOVE YOUR LEFTOVERS  … 
Love Food Hate Waste 
Nottinghamshire can help you save 
money and help the environment by 
reducing the amount of food we throw 
away every week. Wasting food costs 
the average family £480 a year: this 
increases to £680 a year for families 
with children – or around £50 a 
month!  

 

Nottinghamshire County Council have 
launched a “LOVE YOUR 

LEFTOVERS COMPETITION” where 
if you create a new dish from your 
lovely leftovers you could win a great 
prize.  
*Your recipe cooked by a top UK chef 
in Nottingham’s Market Square 
*Your winning recipe published on the 
Love Food Hate Waste Notts website 
*£100 Lakeland vouchers donated by 
Veolia Environmental Services 
*Celebrity chef Richard Fox’s latest 
book 
*A signed Love Food Hate Waste 
apron. 
Visit the Nottinghamshire County 
Council website and type in Love 
Food Hate Waste for entry details. 
The deadline is 26

th
 February 2012.  

 

 

COUNTY COUNCIL LEADER VISITS       
…………..RUDDINGTON 
Ruddington Library staff recently 
welcomed Councillor Kay Cutts, 
Leader of the County Council. She 
was visiting the library as part of her 
mission to see the work of the 58 
Children’s Centres in 
Nottinghamshire.  
Every second 
Tuesday of the 
month the library 
hosts staff 
members from 
Abbey Road and 
Lady Bay 
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Children’s Centre who hold a “Rattle, 
Rhyme and Roll” Session for local 0-3 
year olds and their parents / carers.  
The sessions enable parents / carers 
and children to meet together and 
have fun in the relaxed atmosphere of 
our local library. ……………………… 
Whilst in the library Cllr. Cutts took the 
time to talk to the participants in the 
session, the library and Sure Start 
teams as well as other residents who 
were present.  ………………………… 
The library users took the opportunity 
to acknowledge with her their delight 
that it has been recently announced 
that the library will open longer after 
April as it is one of 15 in the County to 
have additional hours of opening time.  
…              (Written by Barbara Breakwell)

 

             ‘BEER & BANTER’ - ………. 
           a new way to network    ….. 
Building on the success of the 
Ruddington Business Partnership 
(RBP), which launched in the village 
last year, a second group is set to 
launch at the end of February. Called 
‘Beer & Banter’, the group will meet in 
The Stables area of the White Horse 
Inn on the last Friday of each month 
for a relaxed networking session over 
a beer or two. 
The aim of the group is to give 
businesspeople in the village who 
would like to network, but are either 
unable to attend daytime events or 
would prefer an informal atmosphere, 
the opportunity to make new contacts 
and pass business. In particular, 
trades which don’t traditionally 
network, such as plumbers and 
electricians, are being encouraged to 
give the group a try. 
The first meeting will take place 

between 6pm and 7:30pm on Friday 

           
24 February. Beer & Banter will run on 
a drop-in basis, with businesses free 
to call in for just half an hour or so, or 
for the full duration. Hopefully the new 
group will build on RBP’s success by 
offering an alternative way to generate 
new work for Ruddington’s business 
community. 
For more information, please email 
ianwilson@rockhopperevolution.co.uk 
or faye.stenson@blackandwrite.co.uk. 
                         (Written by Faye Stenson)

           WHY HASN’T ANYONE ……..  
              DONE   ANYTHING? ……. 
Have you spotted something wrong in 
the village? Perhaps graffiti on a wall 
or a street light not working? 
Why not report it yourself rather than 
assume someone else will. The more 
reports that are made the quicker it 
might be sorted. ………………………. 
Litter or graffiti - contact Streetwise 
on 0115 981 9911 or email  
customerservices@rushcliffe.gov.uk 
Faulty street light or traffic light, 
excessive weeds or plant growth 
on pavements, damaged 
pavements, flooding or drainage 
problems on roads - contact  
Nottinghamshire County Council on 
08449 80 80 80 or via 
www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk 
Water Leaks – contact Severn Trent 
on 0800 783 4444 or 
www.stwater.co.uk   
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RUDDINGTON COMMUNITY CHOIR 
Do you enjoy singing? Were you 
inspired by Gareth Malone and his 
Military Wives’ choir? I can’t promise a 
number 1 hit single, but I can 
guarantee to lift your spirits through 
song when you join the brand new 
Ruddington Community Choir.  

         
The choir is open to everyone, 
regardless of experience, ability or 
confidence. There are no auditions; 
songs will be taught by ear, so you 
don't have to be able to read music, 
though sheet music, along with 
recordings, will be available on 
request. Music will be varied to 
include pop, gospel and folk, and 
there will be solo opportunities for 
more experienced singers. A course 
of 10 sessions costs £35 in advance, 
or £4 a session.  
Rehearsals will take place on 
Tuesday evenings from 8.00-9.30pm 
at St Peter’s Church starting on 
Tuesday 13 March. However, the 
choir will be launched in a special 
event ‘Sing for Ngora’ on Saturday 3 
March at St Peter’s Church. This will 
consist of a singing workshop from 
2.00 until 5.00, followed by an 
informal concert for friends and family. 
The cost to take part in the workshop 
is £15 (£10 concessions) and will 
include 2 tickets for the concert, 
refreshments and all music. Concert 

tickets for non-participants are £3 (£2 
concessions). Proceeds will be 
donated to the Ruddington Churches’ 
Ngoro charity through TESO 
Development Trust. 
Further details on joining the choir 
and/or attending the workshop are 
available from Cathy Troup, choir co-
ordinator: cathy@brachamusic.co.uk; 
mobile:  07909 926129.  

 
     RUDDINGTON GOES “LIVE”! 
It’s been a busy Christmas and New 
Year period for Ruddington’s pubs – 
as three of them have just changed 
hands in as many months. What’s 
more ALL THREE are also promising 
regular “live” music to pull in the 
punters! 
First up, after a long period of closure 
- and eventual repairs and 
refurbishment - The Bricklayers 
Arms reopened its doors to drinkers 
on Friday 11

th
 November.  It’s now in 

the experienced hands of mother and 
daughter team Carol & Brenda – who 
hail from Great Yarmouth.  Carol has 
been managing pubs for 18 years but 
hopes to become a permanent fixture 
in Ruddington.  Real ale can now be 
found on the bar for the first time in a 
decade – and monthly Karaoke is on 
Sunday afternoons plus a new 
monthly Wednesday “Open Mic” night 
starting on the 15

th
 February.  Despite 

the lengthy closure we’re told many of 
the old regulars quickly returned – but 
with lots of fresh faces enjoying the 
Sky Sports TV and new “Card School” 
on Sundays.  They’re also looking to 
join the local Pool League. 
Secondly, since the 5

th
 of January, 

Natalie Toplis has been welcoming 
locals at The Jolly Farmers.  
Originally from Chesterfield she’s 
taken on the five year licence to 
reintroduce some “life” and “Jolly good 
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RUDDINGTON DIARY  
 

Wednesday 1st February 

“A plan, a man & two canals” - a talk by 

John Moore presented by Ruddington & 

District Probus Club at Ruddington Grange 

Golf Club. 0115 921 4139 ext 22 for details. 

Ruddington Local History & Amenity 

Society presents  ’Sir Ralph of Epperstone – 

A Medieval Physician’ by Ralph Needham. 

St. Peter’s Rooms 8pm in the Hall. Visitors 

welcome. £2 per meeting incl refreshments. 

Sunday 5th February 

Tea, Coffee & Cakes – The Friends of 

Rushcliffe Country Park invite you to enjoy 

tea, coffee and cakes from 10.00am to 3.00pm 

in the Education Room (by the lake) at 

Rushcliffe Country Park. In aid of FoRCP. 

Footpath Walk - Ruddington Footpaths 

Preservation Group’s organised walk -

Plumtree Circular. Meet 2.00pm on The 

Green. 

Tuesday 7th February 

Amenities Committee Meeting at St. Peter’s 

Rooms, Church Street commencing 7.30pm 

Wednesday 8th February 

‘That Hat!’ – Ruddington W.I. presents a talk 

by Julia Waterfall at its 88th Anniversary 

Meeting. St. Peter’s Rooms commencing 

7.15pm. Visitors and new members welcome. 

Saturday 11th February 

Parish Council Surgery – Your opportunity  

to meet with your Parish, Borough and County 

Councillors to discuss local issues. 10am to 12 

noon in the Hall at St. Peter’s Rooms 

Sunday 12th February 

Valentines Day Lunch – (with special 

themed menu) at Ruddington Golf Club. 

Super Valentine raffle, auction and gift for the 

ladies. Tickets £27.50 (ring 0115 921 4146). 

All profits to the ‘Teddies for Loving Care 

Nottinghamshire’ – caring for children in our 

local hospitals. 

The Mahalas – 50′s & 60′s Rock & Roll – 

Youth Ministry fundraiser to be held at St. 

Peter’s Church commencing 7pm. Concert & 

3 course meal £10 per ticket. Details from the 

Church Office on 0115 878 0579 or email 

ruddoffice@googlemail.com. 

Wednesday 15th February 

“The Blue and The Grey” - a talk by Roy 

Woodward presented by Ruddington & 

District Probus Club at Ruddington Grange 

Golf Club. Phone 0115 921 4139 ext 22 for 

more information. 

Tuesday 21st February 

Environment & Community Committee 
Meeting at St. Peter’s Rooms, Church Street 

commencing 7.30pm 
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St. Peter’s Rooms, Church Street, Ruddington, Nottingham NG11 6HA.       
Tel: 0115 914 6660          Email: office@RuddingtonParishCouncil.gov.uk 
Fax: 0115 914 6646                                Website: www.RuddingtonParishCouncil.gov.uk 
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NEWSLETTER CONTRIBUTORS 
Due to the popularity of the Ruddington Village Newsletter, we are looking for one 
or two more “occasional” contributors to assist with compiling local stories. You 
don’t need writing experience but you do need to have a strong interest in the 
village and be willing to do a little “leg work” from time to time when investigating an 
article.  Obviously, you will be doing it “for love, not money” but articles are credited 
to the writer. Please contact Linda at the Parish Council Office and arrange to pop 
along to one of our monthly editorial meetings. 
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S.O.S – SAVE OUR SHOPS!  
A new campaign has been launched by a village businesswoman with the 

theme “S.O.S – Save Our Shops!” 
 

It’s the idea of Ruddington Travel’s Sarah Eborall and her 
father Chris, who runs an independent music shop in 
Scarborough.  This follows another tough Christmas for 
traders – when we saw yet more people choosing to buy 
goods and services over the internet instead of on the High 
Street. It takes the form of a series of six specially designed 
posters ranging from ‘”www? Why why wait?” to “When you 
buy from the net – not always a safe bet!”  There are also 
“Save Our Shops” badges which can be worn by 

shopkeepers and shop assistants.Their campaign has already received the backing 
of ‘Queen of Retail’ Mary Portas after Chris contacted her about it.  In the letter he 
wrote: “The economy, the internet, high rents, high business rates and the 
reluctance for towns to allow easy access to the motorist are all factors we are sure 
are killing the High Street.  Hence our action.” Sarah has also written to the Prime 
Minister but is yet to receive a reply!  Meantime she is offering the posters and 
badges FREE to other Ruddington retailers who wish to display or wear them in 
their own shops.  If you’d like one please pop into Ruddington Travel on Church 
Street.                             (Researched & written by Graham Wright)                

A HUGE “THANK YOU” 
On January 18

th
 the children of James 

Peacock School, led by the Deputy 
Head, Mrs Clemens, held a special 
assembly to say “Thank you” to the 
various individuals and organisations 
who had supported the school in their 
recent development of a Sensory 
Room. The multi sensory room is a 
designated space, appropriately 
resourced to be able to be either calm 
or stimulating as required, to support 
and meet children’s individual, long 
and short term emotional, physical 

and social needs.     (Continued over)              
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Financial support to enable the 
purchase of the specialist equipment 
in the room was generously given by 
the Parish, Borough and County 
Councillors, the Extended Services 
Team,  Friends of James Peacock, 
FSE Ltd,  Ruddington Grange Golf 
Club (Ladies Team) and  Welcome 
Finance.  Each of them was 
presented with a “Thank you” card 
designed by the pupils. Individuals 
have also contributed various 
resources and collectively the result is 
a unique facility in our local school. 
                               (By Barbara Breakwell) 

 
 

 

 

As part of the on-going issues in 
respect of dog fouling in children’s 
play areas and on the playing fields, 
the Parish Council is installing 
signage advising dog owners that 
dogs are to be kept on a lead on Elms 
Park Playing Fields, Jubilee Playing 
Field, Sellors Playing Field and 
Vicarage Lane Playing Field. The 
Parish Council hopes that dog walkers 
will co-operate with this project as 
users of the playing fields are 
reporting considerable problems with 
dog faeces left where children play. 
Always remember to “pick up” after 
your dog – the Parish Council office 
has some supplies of “poop” bags. 

 
CHARITY LUNCH 

Local charity “Teddies for Loving Care 
Nottinghamshire” will be holding a 
fundraising Valentine’s lunch on 
Sunday 12 February at Ruddington 

Grange Golf Club’s Banqueting Suite. 
This annual event is supported by 
local shops and businesses in 
Ruddington and West Bridgford who 
donate prizes every year for the super 
raffle and auction. Everyone attending 
is encouraged to support these local 
traders, whose names are displayed 
on every table. The event is great fun 
and every lady receives a rose. It’s a 
great way to give your partner a 
Valentine’s treat and support a charity 
that helps local children suffering 
trauma at the same time. Tickets 
include a 4-course meal and entry to 
the prize draw. Contact Graham Riche 
on 07786 226 109 for ticket price and 
availability.      (Written by Faye Stenson)  

 
                     SNOW CODE ….…………   
Repeating the information previously 
provided: According to the 
government website, there’s no law 
stopping you from clearing snow and 
ice on the pavement outside your 
home or from public spaces. Use salt 
or sand – NOT WATER! If you use 
water to melt the snow, it will refreeze 
and turn to black ice. When you’re 
shovelling snow, take care where you 
put it so it doesn’t block people’s 
paths or drains. For more information 
on the Snow Code go to 
www.direct.gov.uk 

 
      CEREBRAL PALSY SPORT 
This year’s Rushcliffe 10K & Fun Run 
will support the charity Cerebral Palsy 
Sport, which helps improve the lives 
of children and young people with 
physical disabilities through sport. The 
event will be held on Sunday 4 March, 
with the race starting at 10:30am. 
There are two routes to choose from – 
the 2K Fun Run (twice around the 
lake) and a 5K course around the 
Park which will be run twice for the full 
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Of course, there are plenty more 
classes and groups in the village at 
other venues and you can find details 
of many of these on the Parish 
Council website:  …………………. 
www.ruddingtonparishcouncil.gov.uk 
under the section WHAT’S ON. 

 
POLICING 

Our Beat Manager Ann Gill says:  
“At the time of writing this I can report 
that burglary in Rushcliffe has risen 
slightly and I would like to remind 
people of additional precautions they 
can take to try and prevent their 
property becoming a target. A well 
maintained frontage will give the 
impression that you care about your 
property and are more likely to be 
security conscious. Valuables 
including personal documents (eg 
passport, etc) would be better kept in 
a home safe or similar security 
storage cabinet. Many break-ins are 
to acquire car keys, so if you have a 
vehicle try to make sure it is out of 
sight in a garage if you have one, or 
behind locked gates if possible.  If 
neither of these are possible, try to 
use an additional security device 
which will at least help to deter would-
be car thieves. Security lights, alarms 
and CCTV all help deter possible 
offenders and can be bought from any 
good hardware supplier.” 
Police contact numbers are:  
Dial 101  - the NEW non emergency 
number 
Our Beat Manager is PC Ann Gill – 
tel: 07702 141 724 
Our PCSO is Jenny Buggy –  
tel: 07702 141 722 
IN AN EMERGENCY RING 999 

A LARGE PRINT COPY OF THIS 
NEWSLETTER IS AVAILABLE 

IN THE LIBRARY 

2
nd

 ANNIVERSARY EDITION 
The Parish Council would like to thank 
all contributors for making this 
newsletter such a success.  This 
edition celebrates the second 
anniversary of the Village Newsletter 
which is now 8-pages in full colour 
and has more than 1,200 copies 
picked up every month. We hope that 
it continues to remain popular and 
satisfy the needs of Ruddington’s 
residents.

COULD YOU HELP OUT AT GCRN? 
Our local heritage railway, Great 
Central Railway Nottingham (GCRN), 
is looking for new people to join its 
team of volunteers. The team needs 
help in all areas, including laying or 
maintaining the track, locomotives, 
rolling stock and structures. They are 
also looking for volunteers to help out 
in the shop or on-train. So if you have 
spare time on your hands and would 
like to get involved, they would love to 
hear from you. Training and 
orientation are provided so no specific 
skills are necessary. For further 
details, please email info@gcrn.co.uk. 

 
Photo supplied by Peter Woodhead 

GCRN is also looking for a company 
that can help them build a new station 
platform. If you (or anyone you know) 
can help, please contact the team on 
the above email.     (By Faye Stenson)
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food” to the pub “and, yes, we will be 
repairing the signs!”  The interior is 
also set for a bit of a makeover after 
which Sunday and midweek carveries 
will be available along with a full 
general menu.  The rear function 
room is now being offered for FREE 
hire – with disco and buffet available.  
And, as well as the established disco 
and karaoke nights on Wednesdays 
and Fridays, there’s new “live” music 
– with singer Tony Beltz starting 
things off on the 18

th
 February. 

Thirdly, it looks like “live” music is also 
back on the cards at The Victoria 
Tavern.  Bhavna Patel – whose family 
also runs The Red Heart - has just 
handed over the keys after 18 months 
there. Locals gathered to wish her a 
fond farewell on the 23

rd
 January. 

Following a period of uncertainty for 
staff and customers the new lease 
was taken on by Enterprise Inns 
entrepreneur Harry Kelly the following 
day – adding to his chain of around 60 
pubs.  He has kept on four staff 
members including newly appointed 
manageress Sarah McCree (pictured 
centre), chef Colleen (left) and 
Sarah’s youngest son Joe (right).  

Eldest son Ben and existing barman 
Mike complete the team.  As well as 
pledging to continue with a choice of 
five changing real ales they have also 
expanded the food menu but brought 
down the prices - with many meals 

including Sunday lunch now costing 
less than a fiver.  A “Happy Hour” has 
been introduced on weekday 
lunchtimes and early evenings with 
pints from £2.50.  Pub quizzes, bingo 
and karaoke are also planned…. 
(Written & researched by Graham Wright)  

            IN THE DOLDRUMS? …   …..   
The doldrums (sometimes spelt 
dolddrums) is the name used for a 
low-pressure area around the equator 
where in calm periods the winds can 
disappear altogether and years ago 
would trap sail-powered boats for 
periods of days or weeks. 

       
Many people feel that they are “in the 
doldrums” early in the year, when the 
weather is poor, nights are long and 
there doesn’t seem to be much to look 
forward to until Spring. So this is an 
excellent time to take up a new hobby, 
join a club, learn a skill or just get fit. 
The Parish Council’s venues are used 
for a huge variety of groups and 
classes, and frequently has new 
things starting. There is Zumba, Tai 
Chi, Pilates, Karate and Dance 
Classes for all ages. If you are looking 
for something less active, there are 
Craft Classes, a Knitting Group, 
Bridge and even a Lacemakers Group 
(self-help, not teaching). Then there’s 
the History Society, the Women’s 
Institute, the Ladies’ Probus Club and 
the Western Front Association who all 
hold meetings with interesting 
speakers and a chance to make new 
friends with similar interests.  
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10K. All age groups and abilities are 
invited to take part, although 10K 
participants must be aged 15 or over, 
and under 18’s need parental 
permission. It costs between £3 and 
£12 to enter the race and Rushcliffe 
Borough Council will donate £1 of 
each entry fee to CP Sport. The 
closing date for entries is Friday 17 
February 2012, so please make sure 
you enter in good time. You can find 
out more and enter the race online at 
www.rushcliffe.gov.uk/10k. 

 
                          (Written by Faye Stenson) 

 
 
     LOVE YOUR LEFTOVERS  … 
Love Food Hate Waste 
Nottinghamshire can help you save 
money and help the environment by 
reducing the amount of food we throw 
away every week. Wasting food costs 
the average family £480 a year: this 
increases to £680 a year for families 
with children – or around £50 a 
month!  

 

Nottinghamshire County Council have 
launched a “LOVE YOUR 

LEFTOVERS COMPETITION” where 
if you create a new dish from your 
lovely leftovers you could win a great 
prize.  
*Your recipe cooked by a top UK chef 
in Nottingham’s Market Square 
*Your winning recipe published on the 
Love Food Hate Waste Notts website 
*£100 Lakeland vouchers donated by 
Veolia Environmental Services 
*Celebrity chef Richard Fox’s latest 
book 
*A signed Love Food Hate Waste 
apron. 
Visit the Nottinghamshire County 
Council website and type in Love 
Food Hate Waste for entry details. 
The deadline is 26

th
 February 2012.  

 

 

COUNTY COUNCIL LEADER VISITS       
…………..RUDDINGTON 
Ruddington Library staff recently 
welcomed Councillor Kay Cutts, 
Leader of the County Council. She 
was visiting the library as part of her 
mission to see the work of the 58 
Children’s Centres in 
Nottinghamshire.  
Every second 
Tuesday of the 
month the library 
hosts staff 
members from 
Abbey Road and 
Lady Bay 
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Children’s Centre who hold a “Rattle, 
Rhyme and Roll” Session for local 0-3 
year olds and their parents / carers.  
The sessions enable parents / carers 
and children to meet together and 
have fun in the relaxed atmosphere of 
our local library. ……………………… 
Whilst in the library Cllr. Cutts took the 
time to talk to the participants in the 
session, the library and Sure Start 
teams as well as other residents who 
were present.  ………………………… 
The library users took the opportunity 
to acknowledge with her their delight 
that it has been recently announced 
that the library will open longer after 
April as it is one of 15 in the County to 
have additional hours of opening time.  
…              (Written by Barbara Breakwell)

 

             ‘BEER & BANTER’ - ………. 
           a new way to network    ….. 
Building on the success of the 
Ruddington Business Partnership 
(RBP), which launched in the village 
last year, a second group is set to 
launch at the end of February. Called 
‘Beer & Banter’, the group will meet in 
The Stables area of the White Horse 
Inn on the last Friday of each month 
for a relaxed networking session over 
a beer or two. 
The aim of the group is to give 
businesspeople in the village who 
would like to network, but are either 
unable to attend daytime events or 
would prefer an informal atmosphere, 
the opportunity to make new contacts 
and pass business. In particular, 
trades which don’t traditionally 
network, such as plumbers and 
electricians, are being encouraged to 
give the group a try. 
The first meeting will take place 

between 6pm and 7:30pm on Friday 

           
24 February. Beer & Banter will run on 
a drop-in basis, with businesses free 
to call in for just half an hour or so, or 
for the full duration. Hopefully the new 
group will build on RBP’s success by 
offering an alternative way to generate 
new work for Ruddington’s business 
community. 
For more information, please email 
ianwilson@rockhopperevolution.co.uk 
or faye.stenson@blackandwrite.co.uk. 
                         (Written by Faye Stenson)

           WHY HASN’T ANYONE ……..  
              DONE   ANYTHING? ……. 
Have you spotted something wrong in 
the village? Perhaps graffiti on a wall 
or a street light not working? 
Why not report it yourself rather than 
assume someone else will. The more 
reports that are made the quicker it 
might be sorted. ………………………. 
Litter or graffiti - contact Streetwise 
on 0115 981 9911 or email  
customerservices@rushcliffe.gov.uk 
Faulty street light or traffic light, 
excessive weeds or plant growth 
on pavements, damaged 
pavements, flooding or drainage 
problems on roads - contact  
Nottinghamshire County Council on 
08449 80 80 80 or via 
www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk 
Water Leaks – contact Severn Trent 
on 0800 783 4444 or 
www.stwater.co.uk   
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RUDDINGTON COMMUNITY CHOIR 
Do you enjoy singing? Were you 
inspired by Gareth Malone and his 
Military Wives’ choir? I can’t promise a 
number 1 hit single, but I can 
guarantee to lift your spirits through 
song when you join the brand new 
Ruddington Community Choir.  

         
The choir is open to everyone, 
regardless of experience, ability or 
confidence. There are no auditions; 
songs will be taught by ear, so you 
don't have to be able to read music, 
though sheet music, along with 
recordings, will be available on 
request. Music will be varied to 
include pop, gospel and folk, and 
there will be solo opportunities for 
more experienced singers. A course 
of 10 sessions costs £35 in advance, 
or £4 a session.  
Rehearsals will take place on 
Tuesday evenings from 8.00-9.30pm 
at St Peter’s Church starting on 
Tuesday 13 March. However, the 
choir will be launched in a special 
event ‘Sing for Ngora’ on Saturday 3 
March at St Peter’s Church. This will 
consist of a singing workshop from 
2.00 until 5.00, followed by an 
informal concert for friends and family. 
The cost to take part in the workshop 
is £15 (£10 concessions) and will 
include 2 tickets for the concert, 
refreshments and all music. Concert 

tickets for non-participants are £3 (£2 
concessions). Proceeds will be 
donated to the Ruddington Churches’ 
Ngoro charity through TESO 
Development Trust. 
Further details on joining the choir 
and/or attending the workshop are 
available from Cathy Troup, choir co-
ordinator: cathy@brachamusic.co.uk; 
mobile:  07909 926129.  

 
     RUDDINGTON GOES “LIVE”! 
It’s been a busy Christmas and New 
Year period for Ruddington’s pubs – 
as three of them have just changed 
hands in as many months. What’s 
more ALL THREE are also promising 
regular “live” music to pull in the 
punters! 
First up, after a long period of closure 
- and eventual repairs and 
refurbishment - The Bricklayers 
Arms reopened its doors to drinkers 
on Friday 11

th
 November.  It’s now in 

the experienced hands of mother and 
daughter team Carol & Brenda – who 
hail from Great Yarmouth.  Carol has 
been managing pubs for 18 years but 
hopes to become a permanent fixture 
in Ruddington.  Real ale can now be 
found on the bar for the first time in a 
decade – and monthly Karaoke is on 
Sunday afternoons plus a new 
monthly Wednesday “Open Mic” night 
starting on the 15

th
 February.  Despite 

the lengthy closure we’re told many of 
the old regulars quickly returned – but 
with lots of fresh faces enjoying the 
Sky Sports TV and new “Card School” 
on Sundays.  They’re also looking to 
join the local Pool League. 
Secondly, since the 5

th
 of January, 

Natalie Toplis has been welcoming 
locals at The Jolly Farmers.  
Originally from Chesterfield she’s 
taken on the five year licence to 
reintroduce some “life” and “Jolly good 
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RUDDINGTON DIARY  
 

Wednesday 1st February 

“A plan, a man & two canals” - a talk by 

John Moore presented by Ruddington & 

District Probus Club at Ruddington Grange 

Golf Club. 0115 921 4139 ext 22 for details. 

Ruddington Local History & Amenity 

Society presents  ’Sir Ralph of Epperstone – 

A Medieval Physician’ by Ralph Needham. 

St. Peter’s Rooms 8pm in the Hall. Visitors 

welcome. £2 per meeting incl refreshments. 

Sunday 5th February 

Tea, Coffee & Cakes – The Friends of 

Rushcliffe Country Park invite you to enjoy 

tea, coffee and cakes from 10.00am to 3.00pm 

in the Education Room (by the lake) at 

Rushcliffe Country Park. In aid of FoRCP. 

Footpath Walk - Ruddington Footpaths 

Preservation Group’s organised walk -

Plumtree Circular. Meet 2.00pm on The 

Green. 

Tuesday 7th February 

Amenities Committee Meeting at St. Peter’s 

Rooms, Church Street commencing 7.30pm 

Wednesday 8th February 

‘That Hat!’ – Ruddington W.I. presents a talk 

by Julia Waterfall at its 88th Anniversary 

Meeting. St. Peter’s Rooms commencing 

7.15pm. Visitors and new members welcome. 

Saturday 11th February 

Parish Council Surgery – Your opportunity  

to meet with your Parish, Borough and County 

Councillors to discuss local issues. 10am to 12 

noon in the Hall at St. Peter’s Rooms 

Sunday 12th February 

Valentines Day Lunch – (with special 

themed menu) at Ruddington Golf Club. 

Super Valentine raffle, auction and gift for the 

ladies. Tickets £27.50 (ring 0115 921 4146). 

All profits to the ‘Teddies for Loving Care 

Nottinghamshire’ – caring for children in our 

local hospitals. 

The Mahalas – 50′s & 60′s Rock & Roll – 

Youth Ministry fundraiser to be held at St. 

Peter’s Church commencing 7pm. Concert & 

3 course meal £10 per ticket. Details from the 

Church Office on 0115 878 0579 or email 

ruddoffice@googlemail.com. 

Wednesday 15th February 

“The Blue and The Grey” - a talk by Roy 

Woodward presented by Ruddington & 

District Probus Club at Ruddington Grange 

Golf Club. Phone 0115 921 4139 ext 22 for 

more information. 

Tuesday 21st February 

Environment & Community Committee 
Meeting at St. Peter’s Rooms, Church Street 

commencing 7.30pm 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Ruddington Parish Council,  
St. Peter’s Rooms, Church Street, Ruddington, Nottingham NG11 6HA.       
Tel: 0115 914 6660          Email: office@RuddingtonParishCouncil.gov.uk 
Fax: 0115 914 6646                                Website: www.RuddingtonParishCouncil.gov.uk 

For copyright information, please contact Ruddington Parish Council or visit the website above  

 

NEWSLETTER CONTRIBUTORS 
Due to the popularity of the Ruddington Village Newsletter, we are looking for one 
or two more “occasional” contributors to assist with compiling local stories. You 
don’t need writing experience but you do need to have a strong interest in the 
village and be willing to do a little “leg work” from time to time when investigating an 
article.  Obviously, you will be doing it “for love, not money” but articles are credited 
to the writer. Please contact Linda at the Parish Council Office and arrange to pop 
along to one of our monthly editorial meetings. 
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S.O.S – SAVE OUR SHOPS!  
A new campaign has been launched by a village businesswoman with the 

theme “S.O.S – Save Our Shops!” 
 

It’s the idea of Ruddington Travel’s Sarah Eborall and her 
father Chris, who runs an independent music shop in 
Scarborough.  This follows another tough Christmas for 
traders – when we saw yet more people choosing to buy 
goods and services over the internet instead of on the High 
Street. It takes the form of a series of six specially designed 
posters ranging from ‘”www? Why why wait?” to “When you 
buy from the net – not always a safe bet!”  There are also 
“Save Our Shops” badges which can be worn by 

shopkeepers and shop assistants.Their campaign has already received the backing 
of ‘Queen of Retail’ Mary Portas after Chris contacted her about it.  In the letter he 
wrote: “The economy, the internet, high rents, high business rates and the 
reluctance for towns to allow easy access to the motorist are all factors we are sure 
are killing the High Street.  Hence our action.” Sarah has also written to the Prime 
Minister but is yet to receive a reply!  Meantime she is offering the posters and 
badges FREE to other Ruddington retailers who wish to display or wear them in 
their own shops.  If you’d like one please pop into Ruddington Travel on Church 
Street.                             (Researched & written by Graham Wright)                

A HUGE “THANK YOU” 
On January 18

th
 the children of James 

Peacock School, led by the Deputy 
Head, Mrs Clemens, held a special 
assembly to say “Thank you” to the 
various individuals and organisations 
who had supported the school in their 
recent development of a Sensory 
Room. The multi sensory room is a 
designated space, appropriately 
resourced to be able to be either calm 
or stimulating as required, to support 
and meet children’s individual, long 
and short term emotional, physical 

and social needs.     (Continued over)              

 

Ruddington Parish Council 

VILLAGE NEWSLETTER 
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Financial support to enable the 
purchase of the specialist equipment 
in the room was generously given by 
the Parish, Borough and County 
Councillors, the Extended Services 
Team,  Friends of James Peacock, 
FSE Ltd,  Ruddington Grange Golf 
Club (Ladies Team) and  Welcome 
Finance.  Each of them was 
presented with a “Thank you” card 
designed by the pupils. Individuals 
have also contributed various 
resources and collectively the result is 
a unique facility in our local school. 
                               (By Barbara Breakwell) 

 
 

 

 

As part of the on-going issues in 
respect of dog fouling in children’s 
play areas and on the playing fields, 
the Parish Council is installing 
signage advising dog owners that 
dogs are to be kept on a lead on Elms 
Park Playing Fields, Jubilee Playing 
Field, Sellors Playing Field and 
Vicarage Lane Playing Field. The 
Parish Council hopes that dog walkers 
will co-operate with this project as 
users of the playing fields are 
reporting considerable problems with 
dog faeces left where children play. 
Always remember to “pick up” after 
your dog – the Parish Council office 
has some supplies of “poop” bags. 

 
CHARITY LUNCH 

Local charity “Teddies for Loving Care 
Nottinghamshire” will be holding a 
fundraising Valentine’s lunch on 
Sunday 12 February at Ruddington 

Grange Golf Club’s Banqueting Suite. 
This annual event is supported by 
local shops and businesses in 
Ruddington and West Bridgford who 
donate prizes every year for the super 
raffle and auction. Everyone attending 
is encouraged to support these local 
traders, whose names are displayed 
on every table. The event is great fun 
and every lady receives a rose. It’s a 
great way to give your partner a 
Valentine’s treat and support a charity 
that helps local children suffering 
trauma at the same time. Tickets 
include a 4-course meal and entry to 
the prize draw. Contact Graham Riche 
on 07786 226 109 for ticket price and 
availability.      (Written by Faye Stenson)  

 
                     SNOW CODE ….…………   
Repeating the information previously 
provided: According to the 
government website, there’s no law 
stopping you from clearing snow and 
ice on the pavement outside your 
home or from public spaces. Use salt 
or sand – NOT WATER! If you use 
water to melt the snow, it will refreeze 
and turn to black ice. When you’re 
shovelling snow, take care where you 
put it so it doesn’t block people’s 
paths or drains. For more information 
on the Snow Code go to 
www.direct.gov.uk 

 
      CEREBRAL PALSY SPORT 
This year’s Rushcliffe 10K & Fun Run 
will support the charity Cerebral Palsy 
Sport, which helps improve the lives 
of children and young people with 
physical disabilities through sport. The 
event will be held on Sunday 4 March, 
with the race starting at 10:30am. 
There are two routes to choose from – 
the 2K Fun Run (twice around the 
lake) and a 5K course around the 
Park which will be run twice for the full 

 

PLAY 
AREA 

SAFETY 
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Of course, there are plenty more 
classes and groups in the village at 
other venues and you can find details 
of many of these on the Parish 
Council website:  …………………. 
www.ruddingtonparishcouncil.gov.uk 
under the section WHAT’S ON. 

 
POLICING 

Our Beat Manager Ann Gill says:  
“At the time of writing this I can report 
that burglary in Rushcliffe has risen 
slightly and I would like to remind 
people of additional precautions they 
can take to try and prevent their 
property becoming a target. A well 
maintained frontage will give the 
impression that you care about your 
property and are more likely to be 
security conscious. Valuables 
including personal documents (eg 
passport, etc) would be better kept in 
a home safe or similar security 
storage cabinet. Many break-ins are 
to acquire car keys, so if you have a 
vehicle try to make sure it is out of 
sight in a garage if you have one, or 
behind locked gates if possible.  If 
neither of these are possible, try to 
use an additional security device 
which will at least help to deter would-
be car thieves. Security lights, alarms 
and CCTV all help deter possible 
offenders and can be bought from any 
good hardware supplier.” 
Police contact numbers are:  
Dial 101  - the NEW non emergency 
number 
Our Beat Manager is PC Ann Gill – 
tel: 07702 141 724 
Our PCSO is Jenny Buggy –  
tel: 07702 141 722 
IN AN EMERGENCY RING 999 

A LARGE PRINT COPY OF THIS 
NEWSLETTER IS AVAILABLE 

IN THE LIBRARY 

2
nd

 ANNIVERSARY EDITION 
The Parish Council would like to thank 
all contributors for making this 
newsletter such a success.  This 
edition celebrates the second 
anniversary of the Village Newsletter 
which is now 8-pages in full colour 
and has more than 1,200 copies 
picked up every month. We hope that 
it continues to remain popular and 
satisfy the needs of Ruddington’s 
residents.

COULD YOU HELP OUT AT GCRN? 
Our local heritage railway, Great 
Central Railway Nottingham (GCRN), 
is looking for new people to join its 
team of volunteers. The team needs 
help in all areas, including laying or 
maintaining the track, locomotives, 
rolling stock and structures. They are 
also looking for volunteers to help out 
in the shop or on-train. So if you have 
spare time on your hands and would 
like to get involved, they would love to 
hear from you. Training and 
orientation are provided so no specific 
skills are necessary. For further 
details, please email info@gcrn.co.uk. 

 
Photo supplied by Peter Woodhead 

GCRN is also looking for a company 
that can help them build a new station 
platform. If you (or anyone you know) 
can help, please contact the team on 
the above email.     (By Faye Stenson)
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food” to the pub “and, yes, we will be 
repairing the signs!”  The interior is 
also set for a bit of a makeover after 
which Sunday and midweek carveries 
will be available along with a full 
general menu.  The rear function 
room is now being offered for FREE 
hire – with disco and buffet available.  
And, as well as the established disco 
and karaoke nights on Wednesdays 
and Fridays, there’s new “live” music 
– with singer Tony Beltz starting 
things off on the 18

th
 February. 

Thirdly, it looks like “live” music is also 
back on the cards at The Victoria 
Tavern.  Bhavna Patel – whose family 
also runs The Red Heart - has just 
handed over the keys after 18 months 
there. Locals gathered to wish her a 
fond farewell on the 23

rd
 January. 

Following a period of uncertainty for 
staff and customers the new lease 
was taken on by Enterprise Inns 
entrepreneur Harry Kelly the following 
day – adding to his chain of around 60 
pubs.  He has kept on four staff 
members including newly appointed 
manageress Sarah McCree (pictured 
centre), chef Colleen (left) and 
Sarah’s youngest son Joe (right).  

Eldest son Ben and existing barman 
Mike complete the team.  As well as 
pledging to continue with a choice of 
five changing real ales they have also 
expanded the food menu but brought 
down the prices - with many meals 

including Sunday lunch now costing 
less than a fiver.  A “Happy Hour” has 
been introduced on weekday 
lunchtimes and early evenings with 
pints from £2.50.  Pub quizzes, bingo 
and karaoke are also planned…. 
(Written & researched by Graham Wright)  

            IN THE DOLDRUMS? …   …..   
The doldrums (sometimes spelt 
dolddrums) is the name used for a 
low-pressure area around the equator 
where in calm periods the winds can 
disappear altogether and years ago 
would trap sail-powered boats for 
periods of days or weeks. 

       
Many people feel that they are “in the 
doldrums” early in the year, when the 
weather is poor, nights are long and 
there doesn’t seem to be much to look 
forward to until Spring. So this is an 
excellent time to take up a new hobby, 
join a club, learn a skill or just get fit. 
The Parish Council’s venues are used 
for a huge variety of groups and 
classes, and frequently has new 
things starting. There is Zumba, Tai 
Chi, Pilates, Karate and Dance 
Classes for all ages. If you are looking 
for something less active, there are 
Craft Classes, a Knitting Group, 
Bridge and even a Lacemakers Group 
(self-help, not teaching). Then there’s 
the History Society, the Women’s 
Institute, the Ladies’ Probus Club and 
the Western Front Association who all 
hold meetings with interesting 
speakers and a chance to make new 
friends with similar interests.  

  

3 

10K. All age groups and abilities are 
invited to take part, although 10K 
participants must be aged 15 or over, 
and under 18’s need parental 
permission. It costs between £3 and 
£12 to enter the race and Rushcliffe 
Borough Council will donate £1 of 
each entry fee to CP Sport. The 
closing date for entries is Friday 17 
February 2012, so please make sure 
you enter in good time. You can find 
out more and enter the race online at 
www.rushcliffe.gov.uk/10k. 

 
                          (Written by Faye Stenson) 

 
 
     LOVE YOUR LEFTOVERS  … 
Love Food Hate Waste 
Nottinghamshire can help you save 
money and help the environment by 
reducing the amount of food we throw 
away every week. Wasting food costs 
the average family £480 a year: this 
increases to £680 a year for families 
with children – or around £50 a 
month!  

 

Nottinghamshire County Council have 
launched a “LOVE YOUR 

LEFTOVERS COMPETITION” where 
if you create a new dish from your 
lovely leftovers you could win a great 
prize.  
*Your recipe cooked by a top UK chef 
in Nottingham’s Market Square 
*Your winning recipe published on the 
Love Food Hate Waste Notts website 
*£100 Lakeland vouchers donated by 
Veolia Environmental Services 
*Celebrity chef Richard Fox’s latest 
book 
*A signed Love Food Hate Waste 
apron. 
Visit the Nottinghamshire County 
Council website and type in Love 
Food Hate Waste for entry details. 
The deadline is 26

th
 February 2012.  

 

 

COUNTY COUNCIL LEADER VISITS       
…………..RUDDINGTON 
Ruddington Library staff recently 
welcomed Councillor Kay Cutts, 
Leader of the County Council. She 
was visiting the library as part of her 
mission to see the work of the 58 
Children’s Centres in 
Nottinghamshire.  
Every second 
Tuesday of the 
month the library 
hosts staff 
members from 
Abbey Road and 
Lady Bay 
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Children’s Centre who hold a “Rattle, 
Rhyme and Roll” Session for local 0-3 
year olds and their parents / carers.  
The sessions enable parents / carers 
and children to meet together and 
have fun in the relaxed atmosphere of 
our local library. ……………………… 
Whilst in the library Cllr. Cutts took the 
time to talk to the participants in the 
session, the library and Sure Start 
teams as well as other residents who 
were present.  ………………………… 
The library users took the opportunity 
to acknowledge with her their delight 
that it has been recently announced 
that the library will open longer after 
April as it is one of 15 in the County to 
have additional hours of opening time.  
…              (Written by Barbara Breakwell)

 

             ‘BEER & BANTER’ - ………. 
           a new way to network    ….. 
Building on the success of the 
Ruddington Business Partnership 
(RBP), which launched in the village 
last year, a second group is set to 
launch at the end of February. Called 
‘Beer & Banter’, the group will meet in 
The Stables area of the White Horse 
Inn on the last Friday of each month 
for a relaxed networking session over 
a beer or two. 
The aim of the group is to give 
businesspeople in the village who 
would like to network, but are either 
unable to attend daytime events or 
would prefer an informal atmosphere, 
the opportunity to make new contacts 
and pass business. In particular, 
trades which don’t traditionally 
network, such as plumbers and 
electricians, are being encouraged to 
give the group a try. 
The first meeting will take place 

between 6pm and 7:30pm on Friday 

           
24 February. Beer & Banter will run on 
a drop-in basis, with businesses free 
to call in for just half an hour or so, or 
for the full duration. Hopefully the new 
group will build on RBP’s success by 
offering an alternative way to generate 
new work for Ruddington’s business 
community. 
For more information, please email 
ianwilson@rockhopperevolution.co.uk 
or faye.stenson@blackandwrite.co.uk. 
                         (Written by Faye Stenson)

           WHY HASN’T ANYONE ……..  
              DONE   ANYTHING? ……. 
Have you spotted something wrong in 
the village? Perhaps graffiti on a wall 
or a street light not working? 
Why not report it yourself rather than 
assume someone else will. The more 
reports that are made the quicker it 
might be sorted. ………………………. 
Litter or graffiti - contact Streetwise 
on 0115 981 9911 or email  
customerservices@rushcliffe.gov.uk 
Faulty street light or traffic light, 
excessive weeds or plant growth 
on pavements, damaged 
pavements, flooding or drainage 
problems on roads - contact  
Nottinghamshire County Council on 
08449 80 80 80 or via 
www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk 
Water Leaks – contact Severn Trent 
on 0800 783 4444 or 
www.stwater.co.uk   
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RUDDINGTON COMMUNITY CHOIR 
Do you enjoy singing? Were you 
inspired by Gareth Malone and his 
Military Wives’ choir? I can’t promise a 
number 1 hit single, but I can 
guarantee to lift your spirits through 
song when you join the brand new 
Ruddington Community Choir.  

         
The choir is open to everyone, 
regardless of experience, ability or 
confidence. There are no auditions; 
songs will be taught by ear, so you 
don't have to be able to read music, 
though sheet music, along with 
recordings, will be available on 
request. Music will be varied to 
include pop, gospel and folk, and 
there will be solo opportunities for 
more experienced singers. A course 
of 10 sessions costs £35 in advance, 
or £4 a session.  
Rehearsals will take place on 
Tuesday evenings from 8.00-9.30pm 
at St Peter’s Church starting on 
Tuesday 13 March. However, the 
choir will be launched in a special 
event ‘Sing for Ngora’ on Saturday 3 
March at St Peter’s Church. This will 
consist of a singing workshop from 
2.00 until 5.00, followed by an 
informal concert for friends and family. 
The cost to take part in the workshop 
is £15 (£10 concessions) and will 
include 2 tickets for the concert, 
refreshments and all music. Concert 

tickets for non-participants are £3 (£2 
concessions). Proceeds will be 
donated to the Ruddington Churches’ 
Ngoro charity through TESO 
Development Trust. 
Further details on joining the choir 
and/or attending the workshop are 
available from Cathy Troup, choir co-
ordinator: cathy@brachamusic.co.uk; 
mobile:  07909 926129.  

 
     RUDDINGTON GOES “LIVE”! 
It’s been a busy Christmas and New 
Year period for Ruddington’s pubs – 
as three of them have just changed 
hands in as many months. What’s 
more ALL THREE are also promising 
regular “live” music to pull in the 
punters! 
First up, after a long period of closure 
- and eventual repairs and 
refurbishment - The Bricklayers 
Arms reopened its doors to drinkers 
on Friday 11

th
 November.  It’s now in 

the experienced hands of mother and 
daughter team Carol & Brenda – who 
hail from Great Yarmouth.  Carol has 
been managing pubs for 18 years but 
hopes to become a permanent fixture 
in Ruddington.  Real ale can now be 
found on the bar for the first time in a 
decade – and monthly Karaoke is on 
Sunday afternoons plus a new 
monthly Wednesday “Open Mic” night 
starting on the 15

th
 February.  Despite 

the lengthy closure we’re told many of 
the old regulars quickly returned – but 
with lots of fresh faces enjoying the 
Sky Sports TV and new “Card School” 
on Sundays.  They’re also looking to 
join the local Pool League. 
Secondly, since the 5

th
 of January, 

Natalie Toplis has been welcoming 
locals at The Jolly Farmers.  
Originally from Chesterfield she’s 
taken on the five year licence to 
reintroduce some “life” and “Jolly good 
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RUDDINGTON DIARY  
 

Wednesday 1st February 

“A plan, a man & two canals” - a talk by 

John Moore presented by Ruddington & 

District Probus Club at Ruddington Grange 

Golf Club. 0115 921 4139 ext 22 for details. 

Ruddington Local History & Amenity 

Society presents  ’Sir Ralph of Epperstone – 

A Medieval Physician’ by Ralph Needham. 

St. Peter’s Rooms 8pm in the Hall. Visitors 

welcome. £2 per meeting incl refreshments. 

Sunday 5th February 

Tea, Coffee & Cakes – The Friends of 

Rushcliffe Country Park invite you to enjoy 

tea, coffee and cakes from 10.00am to 3.00pm 

in the Education Room (by the lake) at 

Rushcliffe Country Park. In aid of FoRCP. 

Footpath Walk - Ruddington Footpaths 

Preservation Group’s organised walk -

Plumtree Circular. Meet 2.00pm on The 

Green. 

Tuesday 7th February 

Amenities Committee Meeting at St. Peter’s 

Rooms, Church Street commencing 7.30pm 

Wednesday 8th February 

‘That Hat!’ – Ruddington W.I. presents a talk 

by Julia Waterfall at its 88th Anniversary 

Meeting. St. Peter’s Rooms commencing 

7.15pm. Visitors and new members welcome. 

Saturday 11th February 

Parish Council Surgery – Your opportunity  

to meet with your Parish, Borough and County 

Councillors to discuss local issues. 10am to 12 

noon in the Hall at St. Peter’s Rooms 

Sunday 12th February 

Valentines Day Lunch – (with special 

themed menu) at Ruddington Golf Club. 

Super Valentine raffle, auction and gift for the 

ladies. Tickets £27.50 (ring 0115 921 4146). 

All profits to the ‘Teddies for Loving Care 

Nottinghamshire’ – caring for children in our 

local hospitals. 

The Mahalas – 50′s & 60′s Rock & Roll – 

Youth Ministry fundraiser to be held at St. 

Peter’s Church commencing 7pm. Concert & 

3 course meal £10 per ticket. Details from the 

Church Office on 0115 878 0579 or email 

ruddoffice@googlemail.com. 

Wednesday 15th February 

“The Blue and The Grey” - a talk by Roy 

Woodward presented by Ruddington & 

District Probus Club at Ruddington Grange 

Golf Club. Phone 0115 921 4139 ext 22 for 

more information. 

Tuesday 21st February 

Environment & Community Committee 
Meeting at St. Peter’s Rooms, Church Street 

commencing 7.30pm 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Ruddington Parish Council,  
St. Peter’s Rooms, Church Street, Ruddington, Nottingham NG11 6HA.       
Tel: 0115 914 6660          Email: office@RuddingtonParishCouncil.gov.uk 
Fax: 0115 914 6646                                Website: www.RuddingtonParishCouncil.gov.uk 

For copyright information, please contact Ruddington Parish Council or visit the website above  

 

NEWSLETTER CONTRIBUTORS 
Due to the popularity of the Ruddington Village Newsletter, we are looking for one 
or two more “occasional” contributors to assist with compiling local stories. You 
don’t need writing experience but you do need to have a strong interest in the 
village and be willing to do a little “leg work” from time to time when investigating an 
article.  Obviously, you will be doing it “for love, not money” but articles are credited 
to the writer. Please contact Linda at the Parish Council Office and arrange to pop 
along to one of our monthly editorial meetings. 
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S.O.S – SAVE OUR SHOPS!  
A new campaign has been launched by a village businesswoman with the 

theme “S.O.S – Save Our Shops!” 
 

It’s the idea of Ruddington Travel’s Sarah Eborall and her 
father Chris, who runs an independent music shop in 
Scarborough.  This follows another tough Christmas for 
traders – when we saw yet more people choosing to buy 
goods and services over the internet instead of on the High 
Street. It takes the form of a series of six specially designed 
posters ranging from ‘”www? Why why wait?” to “When you 
buy from the net – not always a safe bet!”  There are also 
“Save Our Shops” badges which can be worn by 

shopkeepers and shop assistants.Their campaign has already received the backing 
of ‘Queen of Retail’ Mary Portas after Chris contacted her about it.  In the letter he 
wrote: “The economy, the internet, high rents, high business rates and the 
reluctance for towns to allow easy access to the motorist are all factors we are sure 
are killing the High Street.  Hence our action.” Sarah has also written to the Prime 
Minister but is yet to receive a reply!  Meantime she is offering the posters and 
badges FREE to other Ruddington retailers who wish to display or wear them in 
their own shops.  If you’d like one please pop into Ruddington Travel on Church 
Street.                             (Researched & written by Graham Wright)                

A HUGE “THANK YOU” 
On January 18

th
 the children of James 

Peacock School, led by the Deputy 
Head, Mrs Clemens, held a special 
assembly to say “Thank you” to the 
various individuals and organisations 
who had supported the school in their 
recent development of a Sensory 
Room. The multi sensory room is a 
designated space, appropriately 
resourced to be able to be either calm 
or stimulating as required, to support 
and meet children’s individual, long 
and short term emotional, physical 

and social needs.     (Continued over)              

 

Ruddington Parish Council 

VILLAGE NEWSLETTER 
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Financial support to enable the 
purchase of the specialist equipment 
in the room was generously given by 
the Parish, Borough and County 
Councillors, the Extended Services 
Team,  Friends of James Peacock, 
FSE Ltd,  Ruddington Grange Golf 
Club (Ladies Team) and  Welcome 
Finance.  Each of them was 
presented with a “Thank you” card 
designed by the pupils. Individuals 
have also contributed various 
resources and collectively the result is 
a unique facility in our local school. 
                               (By Barbara Breakwell) 

 
 

 

 

As part of the on-going issues in 
respect of dog fouling in children’s 
play areas and on the playing fields, 
the Parish Council is installing 
signage advising dog owners that 
dogs are to be kept on a lead on Elms 
Park Playing Fields, Jubilee Playing 
Field, Sellors Playing Field and 
Vicarage Lane Playing Field. The 
Parish Council hopes that dog walkers 
will co-operate with this project as 
users of the playing fields are 
reporting considerable problems with 
dog faeces left where children play. 
Always remember to “pick up” after 
your dog – the Parish Council office 
has some supplies of “poop” bags. 

 
CHARITY LUNCH 

Local charity “Teddies for Loving Care 
Nottinghamshire” will be holding a 
fundraising Valentine’s lunch on 
Sunday 12 February at Ruddington 

Grange Golf Club’s Banqueting Suite. 
This annual event is supported by 
local shops and businesses in 
Ruddington and West Bridgford who 
donate prizes every year for the super 
raffle and auction. Everyone attending 
is encouraged to support these local 
traders, whose names are displayed 
on every table. The event is great fun 
and every lady receives a rose. It’s a 
great way to give your partner a 
Valentine’s treat and support a charity 
that helps local children suffering 
trauma at the same time. Tickets 
include a 4-course meal and entry to 
the prize draw. Contact Graham Riche 
on 07786 226 109 for ticket price and 
availability.      (Written by Faye Stenson)  

 
                     SNOW CODE ….…………   
Repeating the information previously 
provided: According to the 
government website, there’s no law 
stopping you from clearing snow and 
ice on the pavement outside your 
home or from public spaces. Use salt 
or sand – NOT WATER! If you use 
water to melt the snow, it will refreeze 
and turn to black ice. When you’re 
shovelling snow, take care where you 
put it so it doesn’t block people’s 
paths or drains. For more information 
on the Snow Code go to 
www.direct.gov.uk 

 
      CEREBRAL PALSY SPORT 
This year’s Rushcliffe 10K & Fun Run 
will support the charity Cerebral Palsy 
Sport, which helps improve the lives 
of children and young people with 
physical disabilities through sport. The 
event will be held on Sunday 4 March, 
with the race starting at 10:30am. 
There are two routes to choose from – 
the 2K Fun Run (twice around the 
lake) and a 5K course around the 
Park which will be run twice for the full 

 

PLAY 
AREA 

SAFETY 
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Of course, there are plenty more 
classes and groups in the village at 
other venues and you can find details 
of many of these on the Parish 
Council website:  …………………. 
www.ruddingtonparishcouncil.gov.uk 
under the section WHAT’S ON. 

 
POLICING 

Our Beat Manager Ann Gill says:  
“At the time of writing this I can report 
that burglary in Rushcliffe has risen 
slightly and I would like to remind 
people of additional precautions they 
can take to try and prevent their 
property becoming a target. A well 
maintained frontage will give the 
impression that you care about your 
property and are more likely to be 
security conscious. Valuables 
including personal documents (eg 
passport, etc) would be better kept in 
a home safe or similar security 
storage cabinet. Many break-ins are 
to acquire car keys, so if you have a 
vehicle try to make sure it is out of 
sight in a garage if you have one, or 
behind locked gates if possible.  If 
neither of these are possible, try to 
use an additional security device 
which will at least help to deter would-
be car thieves. Security lights, alarms 
and CCTV all help deter possible 
offenders and can be bought from any 
good hardware supplier.” 
Police contact numbers are:  
Dial 101  - the NEW non emergency 
number 
Our Beat Manager is PC Ann Gill – 
tel: 07702 141 724 
Our PCSO is Jenny Buggy –  
tel: 07702 141 722 
IN AN EMERGENCY RING 999 

A LARGE PRINT COPY OF THIS 
NEWSLETTER IS AVAILABLE 

IN THE LIBRARY 

2
nd

 ANNIVERSARY EDITION 
The Parish Council would like to thank 
all contributors for making this 
newsletter such a success.  This 
edition celebrates the second 
anniversary of the Village Newsletter 
which is now 8-pages in full colour 
and has more than 1,200 copies 
picked up every month. We hope that 
it continues to remain popular and 
satisfy the needs of Ruddington’s 
residents.

COULD YOU HELP OUT AT GCRN? 
Our local heritage railway, Great 
Central Railway Nottingham (GCRN), 
is looking for new people to join its 
team of volunteers. The team needs 
help in all areas, including laying or 
maintaining the track, locomotives, 
rolling stock and structures. They are 
also looking for volunteers to help out 
in the shop or on-train. So if you have 
spare time on your hands and would 
like to get involved, they would love to 
hear from you. Training and 
orientation are provided so no specific 
skills are necessary. For further 
details, please email info@gcrn.co.uk. 

 
Photo supplied by Peter Woodhead 

GCRN is also looking for a company 
that can help them build a new station 
platform. If you (or anyone you know) 
can help, please contact the team on 
the above email.     (By Faye Stenson)
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food” to the pub “and, yes, we will be 
repairing the signs!”  The interior is 
also set for a bit of a makeover after 
which Sunday and midweek carveries 
will be available along with a full 
general menu.  The rear function 
room is now being offered for FREE 
hire – with disco and buffet available.  
And, as well as the established disco 
and karaoke nights on Wednesdays 
and Fridays, there’s new “live” music 
– with singer Tony Beltz starting 
things off on the 18

th
 February. 

Thirdly, it looks like “live” music is also 
back on the cards at The Victoria 
Tavern.  Bhavna Patel – whose family 
also runs The Red Heart - has just 
handed over the keys after 18 months 
there. Locals gathered to wish her a 
fond farewell on the 23

rd
 January. 

Following a period of uncertainty for 
staff and customers the new lease 
was taken on by Enterprise Inns 
entrepreneur Harry Kelly the following 
day – adding to his chain of around 60 
pubs.  He has kept on four staff 
members including newly appointed 
manageress Sarah McCree (pictured 
centre), chef Colleen (left) and 
Sarah’s youngest son Joe (right).  

Eldest son Ben and existing barman 
Mike complete the team.  As well as 
pledging to continue with a choice of 
five changing real ales they have also 
expanded the food menu but brought 
down the prices - with many meals 

including Sunday lunch now costing 
less than a fiver.  A “Happy Hour” has 
been introduced on weekday 
lunchtimes and early evenings with 
pints from £2.50.  Pub quizzes, bingo 
and karaoke are also planned…. 
(Written & researched by Graham Wright)  

            IN THE DOLDRUMS? …   …..   
The doldrums (sometimes spelt 
dolddrums) is the name used for a 
low-pressure area around the equator 
where in calm periods the winds can 
disappear altogether and years ago 
would trap sail-powered boats for 
periods of days or weeks. 

       
Many people feel that they are “in the 
doldrums” early in the year, when the 
weather is poor, nights are long and 
there doesn’t seem to be much to look 
forward to until Spring. So this is an 
excellent time to take up a new hobby, 
join a club, learn a skill or just get fit. 
The Parish Council’s venues are used 
for a huge variety of groups and 
classes, and frequently has new 
things starting. There is Zumba, Tai 
Chi, Pilates, Karate and Dance 
Classes for all ages. If you are looking 
for something less active, there are 
Craft Classes, a Knitting Group, 
Bridge and even a Lacemakers Group 
(self-help, not teaching). Then there’s 
the History Society, the Women’s 
Institute, the Ladies’ Probus Club and 
the Western Front Association who all 
hold meetings with interesting 
speakers and a chance to make new 
friends with similar interests.  
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10K. All age groups and abilities are 
invited to take part, although 10K 
participants must be aged 15 or over, 
and under 18’s need parental 
permission. It costs between £3 and 
£12 to enter the race and Rushcliffe 
Borough Council will donate £1 of 
each entry fee to CP Sport. The 
closing date for entries is Friday 17 
February 2012, so please make sure 
you enter in good time. You can find 
out more and enter the race online at 
www.rushcliffe.gov.uk/10k. 

 
                          (Written by Faye Stenson) 

 
 
     LOVE YOUR LEFTOVERS  … 
Love Food Hate Waste 
Nottinghamshire can help you save 
money and help the environment by 
reducing the amount of food we throw 
away every week. Wasting food costs 
the average family £480 a year: this 
increases to £680 a year for families 
with children – or around £50 a 
month!  

 

Nottinghamshire County Council have 
launched a “LOVE YOUR 

LEFTOVERS COMPETITION” where 
if you create a new dish from your 
lovely leftovers you could win a great 
prize.  
*Your recipe cooked by a top UK chef 
in Nottingham’s Market Square 
*Your winning recipe published on the 
Love Food Hate Waste Notts website 
*£100 Lakeland vouchers donated by 
Veolia Environmental Services 
*Celebrity chef Richard Fox’s latest 
book 
*A signed Love Food Hate Waste 
apron. 
Visit the Nottinghamshire County 
Council website and type in Love 
Food Hate Waste for entry details. 
The deadline is 26

th
 February 2012.  

 

 

COUNTY COUNCIL LEADER VISITS       
…………..RUDDINGTON 
Ruddington Library staff recently 
welcomed Councillor Kay Cutts, 
Leader of the County Council. She 
was visiting the library as part of her 
mission to see the work of the 58 
Children’s Centres in 
Nottinghamshire.  
Every second 
Tuesday of the 
month the library 
hosts staff 
members from 
Abbey Road and 
Lady Bay 
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Children’s Centre who hold a “Rattle, 
Rhyme and Roll” Session for local 0-3 
year olds and their parents / carers.  
The sessions enable parents / carers 
and children to meet together and 
have fun in the relaxed atmosphere of 
our local library. ……………………… 
Whilst in the library Cllr. Cutts took the 
time to talk to the participants in the 
session, the library and Sure Start 
teams as well as other residents who 
were present.  ………………………… 
The library users took the opportunity 
to acknowledge with her their delight 
that it has been recently announced 
that the library will open longer after 
April as it is one of 15 in the County to 
have additional hours of opening time.  
…              (Written by Barbara Breakwell)

 

             ‘BEER & BANTER’ - ………. 
           a new way to network    ….. 
Building on the success of the 
Ruddington Business Partnership 
(RBP), which launched in the village 
last year, a second group is set to 
launch at the end of February. Called 
‘Beer & Banter’, the group will meet in 
The Stables area of the White Horse 
Inn on the last Friday of each month 
for a relaxed networking session over 
a beer or two. 
The aim of the group is to give 
businesspeople in the village who 
would like to network, but are either 
unable to attend daytime events or 
would prefer an informal atmosphere, 
the opportunity to make new contacts 
and pass business. In particular, 
trades which don’t traditionally 
network, such as plumbers and 
electricians, are being encouraged to 
give the group a try. 
The first meeting will take place 

between 6pm and 7:30pm on Friday 

           
24 February. Beer & Banter will run on 
a drop-in basis, with businesses free 
to call in for just half an hour or so, or 
for the full duration. Hopefully the new 
group will build on RBP’s success by 
offering an alternative way to generate 
new work for Ruddington’s business 
community. 
For more information, please email 
ianwilson@rockhopperevolution.co.uk 
or faye.stenson@blackandwrite.co.uk. 
                         (Written by Faye Stenson)

           WHY HASN’T ANYONE ……..  
              DONE   ANYTHING? ……. 
Have you spotted something wrong in 
the village? Perhaps graffiti on a wall 
or a street light not working? 
Why not report it yourself rather than 
assume someone else will. The more 
reports that are made the quicker it 
might be sorted. ………………………. 
Litter or graffiti - contact Streetwise 
on 0115 981 9911 or email  
customerservices@rushcliffe.gov.uk 
Faulty street light or traffic light, 
excessive weeds or plant growth 
on pavements, damaged 
pavements, flooding or drainage 
problems on roads - contact  
Nottinghamshire County Council on 
08449 80 80 80 or via 
www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk 
Water Leaks – contact Severn Trent 
on 0800 783 4444 or 
www.stwater.co.uk   
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RUDDINGTON COMMUNITY CHOIR 
Do you enjoy singing? Were you 
inspired by Gareth Malone and his 
Military Wives’ choir? I can’t promise a 
number 1 hit single, but I can 
guarantee to lift your spirits through 
song when you join the brand new 
Ruddington Community Choir.  

         
The choir is open to everyone, 
regardless of experience, ability or 
confidence. There are no auditions; 
songs will be taught by ear, so you 
don't have to be able to read music, 
though sheet music, along with 
recordings, will be available on 
request. Music will be varied to 
include pop, gospel and folk, and 
there will be solo opportunities for 
more experienced singers. A course 
of 10 sessions costs £35 in advance, 
or £4 a session.  
Rehearsals will take place on 
Tuesday evenings from 8.00-9.30pm 
at St Peter’s Church starting on 
Tuesday 13 March. However, the 
choir will be launched in a special 
event ‘Sing for Ngora’ on Saturday 3 
March at St Peter’s Church. This will 
consist of a singing workshop from 
2.00 until 5.00, followed by an 
informal concert for friends and family. 
The cost to take part in the workshop 
is £15 (£10 concessions) and will 
include 2 tickets for the concert, 
refreshments and all music. Concert 

tickets for non-participants are £3 (£2 
concessions). Proceeds will be 
donated to the Ruddington Churches’ 
Ngoro charity through TESO 
Development Trust. 
Further details on joining the choir 
and/or attending the workshop are 
available from Cathy Troup, choir co-
ordinator: cathy@brachamusic.co.uk; 
mobile:  07909 926129.  

 
     RUDDINGTON GOES “LIVE”! 
It’s been a busy Christmas and New 
Year period for Ruddington’s pubs – 
as three of them have just changed 
hands in as many months. What’s 
more ALL THREE are also promising 
regular “live” music to pull in the 
punters! 
First up, after a long period of closure 
- and eventual repairs and 
refurbishment - The Bricklayers 
Arms reopened its doors to drinkers 
on Friday 11

th
 November.  It’s now in 

the experienced hands of mother and 
daughter team Carol & Brenda – who 
hail from Great Yarmouth.  Carol has 
been managing pubs for 18 years but 
hopes to become a permanent fixture 
in Ruddington.  Real ale can now be 
found on the bar for the first time in a 
decade – and monthly Karaoke is on 
Sunday afternoons plus a new 
monthly Wednesday “Open Mic” night 
starting on the 15

th
 February.  Despite 

the lengthy closure we’re told many of 
the old regulars quickly returned – but 
with lots of fresh faces enjoying the 
Sky Sports TV and new “Card School” 
on Sundays.  They’re also looking to 
join the local Pool League. 
Secondly, since the 5

th
 of January, 

Natalie Toplis has been welcoming 
locals at The Jolly Farmers.  
Originally from Chesterfield she’s 
taken on the five year licence to 
reintroduce some “life” and “Jolly good 
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RUDDINGTON DIARY  
 

Wednesday 1st February 

“A plan, a man & two canals” - a talk by 

John Moore presented by Ruddington & 

District Probus Club at Ruddington Grange 

Golf Club. 0115 921 4139 ext 22 for details. 

Ruddington Local History & Amenity 

Society presents  ’Sir Ralph of Epperstone – 

A Medieval Physician’ by Ralph Needham. 

St. Peter’s Rooms 8pm in the Hall. Visitors 

welcome. £2 per meeting incl refreshments. 

Sunday 5th February 

Tea, Coffee & Cakes – The Friends of 

Rushcliffe Country Park invite you to enjoy 

tea, coffee and cakes from 10.00am to 3.00pm 

in the Education Room (by the lake) at 

Rushcliffe Country Park. In aid of FoRCP. 

Footpath Walk - Ruddington Footpaths 

Preservation Group’s organised walk -

Plumtree Circular. Meet 2.00pm on The 

Green. 

Tuesday 7th February 

Amenities Committee Meeting at St. Peter’s 

Rooms, Church Street commencing 7.30pm 

Wednesday 8th February 

‘That Hat!’ – Ruddington W.I. presents a talk 

by Julia Waterfall at its 88th Anniversary 

Meeting. St. Peter’s Rooms commencing 

7.15pm. Visitors and new members welcome. 

Saturday 11th February 

Parish Council Surgery – Your opportunity  

to meet with your Parish, Borough and County 

Councillors to discuss local issues. 10am to 12 

noon in the Hall at St. Peter’s Rooms 

Sunday 12th February 

Valentines Day Lunch – (with special 

themed menu) at Ruddington Golf Club. 

Super Valentine raffle, auction and gift for the 

ladies. Tickets £27.50 (ring 0115 921 4146). 

All profits to the ‘Teddies for Loving Care 

Nottinghamshire’ – caring for children in our 

local hospitals. 

The Mahalas – 50′s & 60′s Rock & Roll – 

Youth Ministry fundraiser to be held at St. 

Peter’s Church commencing 7pm. Concert & 

3 course meal £10 per ticket. Details from the 

Church Office on 0115 878 0579 or email 

ruddoffice@googlemail.com. 

Wednesday 15th February 

“The Blue and The Grey” - a talk by Roy 

Woodward presented by Ruddington & 

District Probus Club at Ruddington Grange 

Golf Club. Phone 0115 921 4139 ext 22 for 

more information. 

Tuesday 21st February 

Environment & Community Committee 
Meeting at St. Peter’s Rooms, Church Street 

commencing 7.30pm 
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NEWSLETTER CONTRIBUTORS 
Due to the popularity of the Ruddington Village Newsletter, we are looking for one 
or two more “occasional” contributors to assist with compiling local stories. You 
don’t need writing experience but you do need to have a strong interest in the 
village and be willing to do a little “leg work” from time to time when investigating an 
article.  Obviously, you will be doing it “for love, not money” but articles are credited 
to the writer. Please contact Linda at the Parish Council Office and arrange to pop 
along to one of our monthly editorial meetings. 
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S.O.S – SAVE OUR SHOPS!  
A new campaign has been launched by a village businesswoman with the 

theme “S.O.S – Save Our Shops!” 
 

It’s the idea of Ruddington Travel’s Sarah Eborall and her 
father Chris, who runs an independent music shop in 
Scarborough.  This follows another tough Christmas for 
traders – when we saw yet more people choosing to buy 
goods and services over the internet instead of on the High 
Street. It takes the form of a series of six specially designed 
posters ranging from ‘”www? Why why wait?” to “When you 
buy from the net – not always a safe bet!”  There are also 
“Save Our Shops” badges which can be worn by 

shopkeepers and shop assistants.Their campaign has already received the backing 
of ‘Queen of Retail’ Mary Portas after Chris contacted her about it.  In the letter he 
wrote: “The economy, the internet, high rents, high business rates and the 
reluctance for towns to allow easy access to the motorist are all factors we are sure 
are killing the High Street.  Hence our action.” Sarah has also written to the Prime 
Minister but is yet to receive a reply!  Meantime she is offering the posters and 
badges FREE to other Ruddington retailers who wish to display or wear them in 
their own shops.  If you’d like one please pop into Ruddington Travel on Church 
Street.                             (Researched & written by Graham Wright)                

A HUGE “THANK YOU” 
On January 18

th
 the children of James 

Peacock School, led by the Deputy 
Head, Mrs Clemens, held a special 
assembly to say “Thank you” to the 
various individuals and organisations 
who had supported the school in their 
recent development of a Sensory 
Room. The multi sensory room is a 
designated space, appropriately 
resourced to be able to be either calm 
or stimulating as required, to support 
and meet children’s individual, long 
and short term emotional, physical 

and social needs.     (Continued over)              
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Financial support to enable the 
purchase of the specialist equipment 
in the room was generously given by 
the Parish, Borough and County 
Councillors, the Extended Services 
Team,  Friends of James Peacock, 
FSE Ltd,  Ruddington Grange Golf 
Club (Ladies Team) and  Welcome 
Finance.  Each of them was 
presented with a “Thank you” card 
designed by the pupils. Individuals 
have also contributed various 
resources and collectively the result is 
a unique facility in our local school. 
                               (By Barbara Breakwell) 

 
 

 

 

As part of the on-going issues in 
respect of dog fouling in children’s 
play areas and on the playing fields, 
the Parish Council is installing 
signage advising dog owners that 
dogs are to be kept on a lead on Elms 
Park Playing Fields, Jubilee Playing 
Field, Sellors Playing Field and 
Vicarage Lane Playing Field. The 
Parish Council hopes that dog walkers 
will co-operate with this project as 
users of the playing fields are 
reporting considerable problems with 
dog faeces left where children play. 
Always remember to “pick up” after 
your dog – the Parish Council office 
has some supplies of “poop” bags. 

 
CHARITY LUNCH 

Local charity “Teddies for Loving Care 
Nottinghamshire” will be holding a 
fundraising Valentine’s lunch on 
Sunday 12 February at Ruddington 

Grange Golf Club’s Banqueting Suite. 
This annual event is supported by 
local shops and businesses in 
Ruddington and West Bridgford who 
donate prizes every year for the super 
raffle and auction. Everyone attending 
is encouraged to support these local 
traders, whose names are displayed 
on every table. The event is great fun 
and every lady receives a rose. It’s a 
great way to give your partner a 
Valentine’s treat and support a charity 
that helps local children suffering 
trauma at the same time. Tickets 
include a 4-course meal and entry to 
the prize draw. Contact Graham Riche 
on 07786 226 109 for ticket price and 
availability.      (Written by Faye Stenson)  

 
                     SNOW CODE ….…………   
Repeating the information previously 
provided: According to the 
government website, there’s no law 
stopping you from clearing snow and 
ice on the pavement outside your 
home or from public spaces. Use salt 
or sand – NOT WATER! If you use 
water to melt the snow, it will refreeze 
and turn to black ice. When you’re 
shovelling snow, take care where you 
put it so it doesn’t block people’s 
paths or drains. For more information 
on the Snow Code go to 
www.direct.gov.uk 

 
      CEREBRAL PALSY SPORT 
This year’s Rushcliffe 10K & Fun Run 
will support the charity Cerebral Palsy 
Sport, which helps improve the lives 
of children and young people with 
physical disabilities through sport. The 
event will be held on Sunday 4 March, 
with the race starting at 10:30am. 
There are two routes to choose from – 
the 2K Fun Run (twice around the 
lake) and a 5K course around the 
Park which will be run twice for the full 
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Of course, there are plenty more 
classes and groups in the village at 
other venues and you can find details 
of many of these on the Parish 
Council website:  …………………. 
www.ruddingtonparishcouncil.gov.uk 
under the section WHAT’S ON. 

 
POLICING 

Our Beat Manager Ann Gill says:  
“At the time of writing this I can report 
that burglary in Rushcliffe has risen 
slightly and I would like to remind 
people of additional precautions they 
can take to try and prevent their 
property becoming a target. A well 
maintained frontage will give the 
impression that you care about your 
property and are more likely to be 
security conscious. Valuables 
including personal documents (eg 
passport, etc) would be better kept in 
a home safe or similar security 
storage cabinet. Many break-ins are 
to acquire car keys, so if you have a 
vehicle try to make sure it is out of 
sight in a garage if you have one, or 
behind locked gates if possible.  If 
neither of these are possible, try to 
use an additional security device 
which will at least help to deter would-
be car thieves. Security lights, alarms 
and CCTV all help deter possible 
offenders and can be bought from any 
good hardware supplier.” 
Police contact numbers are:  
Dial 101  - the NEW non emergency 
number 
Our Beat Manager is PC Ann Gill – 
tel: 07702 141 724 
Our PCSO is Jenny Buggy –  
tel: 07702 141 722 
IN AN EMERGENCY RING 999 

A LARGE PRINT COPY OF THIS 
NEWSLETTER IS AVAILABLE 

IN THE LIBRARY 

2
nd

 ANNIVERSARY EDITION 
The Parish Council would like to thank 
all contributors for making this 
newsletter such a success.  This 
edition celebrates the second 
anniversary of the Village Newsletter 
which is now 8-pages in full colour 
and has more than 1,200 copies 
picked up every month. We hope that 
it continues to remain popular and 
satisfy the needs of Ruddington’s 
residents.

COULD YOU HELP OUT AT GCRN? 
Our local heritage railway, Great 
Central Railway Nottingham (GCRN), 
is looking for new people to join its 
team of volunteers. The team needs 
help in all areas, including laying or 
maintaining the track, locomotives, 
rolling stock and structures. They are 
also looking for volunteers to help out 
in the shop or on-train. So if you have 
spare time on your hands and would 
like to get involved, they would love to 
hear from you. Training and 
orientation are provided so no specific 
skills are necessary. For further 
details, please email info@gcrn.co.uk. 

 
Photo supplied by Peter Woodhead 

GCRN is also looking for a company 
that can help them build a new station 
platform. If you (or anyone you know) 
can help, please contact the team on 
the above email.     (By Faye Stenson)
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food” to the pub “and, yes, we will be 
repairing the signs!”  The interior is 
also set for a bit of a makeover after 
which Sunday and midweek carveries 
will be available along with a full 
general menu.  The rear function 
room is now being offered for FREE 
hire – with disco and buffet available.  
And, as well as the established disco 
and karaoke nights on Wednesdays 
and Fridays, there’s new “live” music 
– with singer Tony Beltz starting 
things off on the 18

th
 February. 

Thirdly, it looks like “live” music is also 
back on the cards at The Victoria 
Tavern.  Bhavna Patel – whose family 
also runs The Red Heart - has just 
handed over the keys after 18 months 
there. Locals gathered to wish her a 
fond farewell on the 23

rd
 January. 

Following a period of uncertainty for 
staff and customers the new lease 
was taken on by Enterprise Inns 
entrepreneur Harry Kelly the following 
day – adding to his chain of around 60 
pubs.  He has kept on four staff 
members including newly appointed 
manageress Sarah McCree (pictured 
centre), chef Colleen (left) and 
Sarah’s youngest son Joe (right).  

Eldest son Ben and existing barman 
Mike complete the team.  As well as 
pledging to continue with a choice of 
five changing real ales they have also 
expanded the food menu but brought 
down the prices - with many meals 

including Sunday lunch now costing 
less than a fiver.  A “Happy Hour” has 
been introduced on weekday 
lunchtimes and early evenings with 
pints from £2.50.  Pub quizzes, bingo 
and karaoke are also planned…. 
(Written & researched by Graham Wright)  

            IN THE DOLDRUMS? …   …..   
The doldrums (sometimes spelt 
dolddrums) is the name used for a 
low-pressure area around the equator 
where in calm periods the winds can 
disappear altogether and years ago 
would trap sail-powered boats for 
periods of days or weeks. 

       
Many people feel that they are “in the 
doldrums” early in the year, when the 
weather is poor, nights are long and 
there doesn’t seem to be much to look 
forward to until Spring. So this is an 
excellent time to take up a new hobby, 
join a club, learn a skill or just get fit. 
The Parish Council’s venues are used 
for a huge variety of groups and 
classes, and frequently has new 
things starting. There is Zumba, Tai 
Chi, Pilates, Karate and Dance 
Classes for all ages. If you are looking 
for something less active, there are 
Craft Classes, a Knitting Group, 
Bridge and even a Lacemakers Group 
(self-help, not teaching). Then there’s 
the History Society, the Women’s 
Institute, the Ladies’ Probus Club and 
the Western Front Association who all 
hold meetings with interesting 
speakers and a chance to make new 
friends with similar interests.  
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10K. All age groups and abilities are 
invited to take part, although 10K 
participants must be aged 15 or over, 
and under 18’s need parental 
permission. It costs between £3 and 
£12 to enter the race and Rushcliffe 
Borough Council will donate £1 of 
each entry fee to CP Sport. The 
closing date for entries is Friday 17 
February 2012, so please make sure 
you enter in good time. You can find 
out more and enter the race online at 
www.rushcliffe.gov.uk/10k. 

 
                          (Written by Faye Stenson) 

 
 
     LOVE YOUR LEFTOVERS  … 
Love Food Hate Waste 
Nottinghamshire can help you save 
money and help the environment by 
reducing the amount of food we throw 
away every week. Wasting food costs 
the average family £480 a year: this 
increases to £680 a year for families 
with children – or around £50 a 
month!  

 

Nottinghamshire County Council have 
launched a “LOVE YOUR 

LEFTOVERS COMPETITION” where 
if you create a new dish from your 
lovely leftovers you could win a great 
prize.  
*Your recipe cooked by a top UK chef 
in Nottingham’s Market Square 
*Your winning recipe published on the 
Love Food Hate Waste Notts website 
*£100 Lakeland vouchers donated by 
Veolia Environmental Services 
*Celebrity chef Richard Fox’s latest 
book 
*A signed Love Food Hate Waste 
apron. 
Visit the Nottinghamshire County 
Council website and type in Love 
Food Hate Waste for entry details. 
The deadline is 26

th
 February 2012.  

 

 

COUNTY COUNCIL LEADER VISITS       
…………..RUDDINGTON 
Ruddington Library staff recently 
welcomed Councillor Kay Cutts, 
Leader of the County Council. She 
was visiting the library as part of her 
mission to see the work of the 58 
Children’s Centres in 
Nottinghamshire.  
Every second 
Tuesday of the 
month the library 
hosts staff 
members from 
Abbey Road and 
Lady Bay 
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Children’s Centre who hold a “Rattle, 
Rhyme and Roll” Session for local 0-3 
year olds and their parents / carers.  
The sessions enable parents / carers 
and children to meet together and 
have fun in the relaxed atmosphere of 
our local library. ……………………… 
Whilst in the library Cllr. Cutts took the 
time to talk to the participants in the 
session, the library and Sure Start 
teams as well as other residents who 
were present.  ………………………… 
The library users took the opportunity 
to acknowledge with her their delight 
that it has been recently announced 
that the library will open longer after 
April as it is one of 15 in the County to 
have additional hours of opening time.  
…              (Written by Barbara Breakwell)

 

             ‘BEER & BANTER’ - ………. 
           a new way to network    ….. 
Building on the success of the 
Ruddington Business Partnership 
(RBP), which launched in the village 
last year, a second group is set to 
launch at the end of February. Called 
‘Beer & Banter’, the group will meet in 
The Stables area of the White Horse 
Inn on the last Friday of each month 
for a relaxed networking session over 
a beer or two. 
The aim of the group is to give 
businesspeople in the village who 
would like to network, but are either 
unable to attend daytime events or 
would prefer an informal atmosphere, 
the opportunity to make new contacts 
and pass business. In particular, 
trades which don’t traditionally 
network, such as plumbers and 
electricians, are being encouraged to 
give the group a try. 
The first meeting will take place 

between 6pm and 7:30pm on Friday 

           
24 February. Beer & Banter will run on 
a drop-in basis, with businesses free 
to call in for just half an hour or so, or 
for the full duration. Hopefully the new 
group will build on RBP’s success by 
offering an alternative way to generate 
new work for Ruddington’s business 
community. 
For more information, please email 
ianwilson@rockhopperevolution.co.uk 
or faye.stenson@blackandwrite.co.uk. 
                         (Written by Faye Stenson)

           WHY HASN’T ANYONE ……..  
              DONE   ANYTHING? ……. 
Have you spotted something wrong in 
the village? Perhaps graffiti on a wall 
or a street light not working? 
Why not report it yourself rather than 
assume someone else will. The more 
reports that are made the quicker it 
might be sorted. ………………………. 
Litter or graffiti - contact Streetwise 
on 0115 981 9911 or email  
customerservices@rushcliffe.gov.uk 
Faulty street light or traffic light, 
excessive weeds or plant growth 
on pavements, damaged 
pavements, flooding or drainage 
problems on roads - contact  
Nottinghamshire County Council on 
08449 80 80 80 or via 
www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk 
Water Leaks – contact Severn Trent 
on 0800 783 4444 or 
www.stwater.co.uk   
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RUDDINGTON COMMUNITY CHOIR 
Do you enjoy singing? Were you 
inspired by Gareth Malone and his 
Military Wives’ choir? I can’t promise a 
number 1 hit single, but I can 
guarantee to lift your spirits through 
song when you join the brand new 
Ruddington Community Choir.  

         
The choir is open to everyone, 
regardless of experience, ability or 
confidence. There are no auditions; 
songs will be taught by ear, so you 
don't have to be able to read music, 
though sheet music, along with 
recordings, will be available on 
request. Music will be varied to 
include pop, gospel and folk, and 
there will be solo opportunities for 
more experienced singers. A course 
of 10 sessions costs £35 in advance, 
or £4 a session.  
Rehearsals will take place on 
Tuesday evenings from 8.00-9.30pm 
at St Peter’s Church starting on 
Tuesday 13 March. However, the 
choir will be launched in a special 
event ‘Sing for Ngora’ on Saturday 3 
March at St Peter’s Church. This will 
consist of a singing workshop from 
2.00 until 5.00, followed by an 
informal concert for friends and family. 
The cost to take part in the workshop 
is £15 (£10 concessions) and will 
include 2 tickets for the concert, 
refreshments and all music. Concert 

tickets for non-participants are £3 (£2 
concessions). Proceeds will be 
donated to the Ruddington Churches’ 
Ngoro charity through TESO 
Development Trust. 
Further details on joining the choir 
and/or attending the workshop are 
available from Cathy Troup, choir co-
ordinator: cathy@brachamusic.co.uk; 
mobile:  07909 926129.  

 
     RUDDINGTON GOES “LIVE”! 
It’s been a busy Christmas and New 
Year period for Ruddington’s pubs – 
as three of them have just changed 
hands in as many months. What’s 
more ALL THREE are also promising 
regular “live” music to pull in the 
punters! 
First up, after a long period of closure 
- and eventual repairs and 
refurbishment - The Bricklayers 
Arms reopened its doors to drinkers 
on Friday 11

th
 November.  It’s now in 

the experienced hands of mother and 
daughter team Carol & Brenda – who 
hail from Great Yarmouth.  Carol has 
been managing pubs for 18 years but 
hopes to become a permanent fixture 
in Ruddington.  Real ale can now be 
found on the bar for the first time in a 
decade – and monthly Karaoke is on 
Sunday afternoons plus a new 
monthly Wednesday “Open Mic” night 
starting on the 15

th
 February.  Despite 

the lengthy closure we’re told many of 
the old regulars quickly returned – but 
with lots of fresh faces enjoying the 
Sky Sports TV and new “Card School” 
on Sundays.  They’re also looking to 
join the local Pool League. 
Secondly, since the 5

th
 of January, 

Natalie Toplis has been welcoming 
locals at The Jolly Farmers.  
Originally from Chesterfield she’s 
taken on the five year licence to 
reintroduce some “life” and “Jolly good 
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RUDDINGTON DIARY  
 

Wednesday 1st February 

“A plan, a man & two canals” - a talk by 

John Moore presented by Ruddington & 

District Probus Club at Ruddington Grange 

Golf Club. 0115 921 4139 ext 22 for details. 

Ruddington Local History & Amenity 

Society presents  ’Sir Ralph of Epperstone – 

A Medieval Physician’ by Ralph Needham. 

St. Peter’s Rooms 8pm in the Hall. Visitors 

welcome. £2 per meeting incl refreshments. 

Sunday 5th February 

Tea, Coffee & Cakes – The Friends of 

Rushcliffe Country Park invite you to enjoy 

tea, coffee and cakes from 10.00am to 3.00pm 

in the Education Room (by the lake) at 

Rushcliffe Country Park. In aid of FoRCP. 

Footpath Walk - Ruddington Footpaths 

Preservation Group’s organised walk -

Plumtree Circular. Meet 2.00pm on The 

Green. 

Tuesday 7th February 

Amenities Committee Meeting at St. Peter’s 

Rooms, Church Street commencing 7.30pm 

Wednesday 8th February 

‘That Hat!’ – Ruddington W.I. presents a talk 

by Julia Waterfall at its 88th Anniversary 

Meeting. St. Peter’s Rooms commencing 

7.15pm. Visitors and new members welcome. 

Saturday 11th February 

Parish Council Surgery – Your opportunity  

to meet with your Parish, Borough and County 

Councillors to discuss local issues. 10am to 12 

noon in the Hall at St. Peter’s Rooms 

Sunday 12th February 

Valentines Day Lunch – (with special 

themed menu) at Ruddington Golf Club. 

Super Valentine raffle, auction and gift for the 

ladies. Tickets £27.50 (ring 0115 921 4146). 

All profits to the ‘Teddies for Loving Care 

Nottinghamshire’ – caring for children in our 

local hospitals. 

The Mahalas – 50′s & 60′s Rock & Roll – 

Youth Ministry fundraiser to be held at St. 

Peter’s Church commencing 7pm. Concert & 

3 course meal £10 per ticket. Details from the 

Church Office on 0115 878 0579 or email 

ruddoffice@googlemail.com. 

Wednesday 15th February 

“The Blue and The Grey” - a talk by Roy 

Woodward presented by Ruddington & 

District Probus Club at Ruddington Grange 

Golf Club. Phone 0115 921 4139 ext 22 for 

more information. 

Tuesday 21st February 

Environment & Community Committee 
Meeting at St. Peter’s Rooms, Church Street 

commencing 7.30pm 
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S.O.S – SAVE OUR SHOPS!  
A new campaign has been launched by a village businesswoman with the 

theme “S.O.S – Save Our Shops!” 
 

It’s the idea of Ruddington Travel’s Sarah Eborall and her 
father Chris, who runs an independent music shop in 
Scarborough.  This follows another tough Christmas for 
traders – when we saw yet more people choosing to buy 
goods and services over the internet instead of on the High 
Street. It takes the form of a series of six specially designed 
posters ranging from ‘”www? Why why wait?” to “When you 
buy from the net – not always a safe bet!”  There are also 
“Save Our Shops” badges which can be worn by 

shopkeepers and shop assistants.Their campaign has already received the backing 
of ‘Queen of Retail’ Mary Portas after Chris contacted her about it.  In the letter he 
wrote: “The economy, the internet, high rents, high business rates and the 
reluctance for towns to allow easy access to the motorist are all factors we are sure 
are killing the High Street.  Hence our action.” Sarah has also written to the Prime 
Minister but is yet to receive a reply!  Meantime she is offering the posters and 
badges FREE to other Ruddington retailers who wish to display or wear them in 
their own shops.  If you’d like one please pop into Ruddington Travel on Church 
Street.                             (Researched & written by Graham Wright)                

A HUGE “THANK YOU” 
On January 18

th
 the children of James 

Peacock School, led by the Deputy 
Head, Mrs Clemens, held a special 
assembly to say “Thank you” to the 
various individuals and organisations 
who had supported the school in their 
recent development of a Sensory 
Room. The multi sensory room is a 
designated space, appropriately 
resourced to be able to be either calm 
or stimulating as required, to support 
and meet children’s individual, long 
and short term emotional, physical 

and social needs.     (Continued over)              
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Financial support to enable the 
purchase of the specialist equipment 
in the room was generously given by 
the Parish, Borough and County 
Councillors, the Extended Services 
Team,  Friends of James Peacock, 
FSE Ltd,  Ruddington Grange Golf 
Club (Ladies Team) and  Welcome 
Finance.  Each of them was 
presented with a “Thank you” card 
designed by the pupils. Individuals 
have also contributed various 
resources and collectively the result is 
a unique facility in our local school. 
                               (By Barbara Breakwell) 

 
 

 

 

As part of the on-going issues in 
respect of dog fouling in children’s 
play areas and on the playing fields, 
the Parish Council is installing 
signage advising dog owners that 
dogs are to be kept on a lead on Elms 
Park Playing Fields, Jubilee Playing 
Field, Sellors Playing Field and 
Vicarage Lane Playing Field. The 
Parish Council hopes that dog walkers 
will co-operate with this project as 
users of the playing fields are 
reporting considerable problems with 
dog faeces left where children play. 
Always remember to “pick up” after 
your dog – the Parish Council office 
has some supplies of “poop” bags. 

 
CHARITY LUNCH 

Local charity “Teddies for Loving Care 
Nottinghamshire” will be holding a 
fundraising Valentine’s lunch on 
Sunday 12 February at Ruddington 

Grange Golf Club’s Banqueting Suite. 
This annual event is supported by 
local shops and businesses in 
Ruddington and West Bridgford who 
donate prizes every year for the super 
raffle and auction. Everyone attending 
is encouraged to support these local 
traders, whose names are displayed 
on every table. The event is great fun 
and every lady receives a rose. It’s a 
great way to give your partner a 
Valentine’s treat and support a charity 
that helps local children suffering 
trauma at the same time. Tickets 
include a 4-course meal and entry to 
the prize draw. Contact Graham Riche 
on 07786 226 109 for ticket price and 
availability.      (Written by Faye Stenson)  

 
                     SNOW CODE ….…………   
Repeating the information previously 
provided: According to the 
government website, there’s no law 
stopping you from clearing snow and 
ice on the pavement outside your 
home or from public spaces. Use salt 
or sand – NOT WATER! If you use 
water to melt the snow, it will refreeze 
and turn to black ice. When you’re 
shovelling snow, take care where you 
put it so it doesn’t block people’s 
paths or drains. For more information 
on the Snow Code go to 
www.direct.gov.uk 

 
      CEREBRAL PALSY SPORT 
This year’s Rushcliffe 10K & Fun Run 
will support the charity Cerebral Palsy 
Sport, which helps improve the lives 
of children and young people with 
physical disabilities through sport. The 
event will be held on Sunday 4 March, 
with the race starting at 10:30am. 
There are two routes to choose from – 
the 2K Fun Run (twice around the 
lake) and a 5K course around the 
Park which will be run twice for the full 
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Of course, there are plenty more 
classes and groups in the village at 
other venues and you can find details 
of many of these on the Parish 
Council website:  …………………. 
www.ruddingtonparishcouncil.gov.uk 
under the section WHAT’S ON. 

 
POLICING 

Our Beat Manager Ann Gill says:  
“At the time of writing this I can report 
that burglary in Rushcliffe has risen 
slightly and I would like to remind 
people of additional precautions they 
can take to try and prevent their 
property becoming a target. A well 
maintained frontage will give the 
impression that you care about your 
property and are more likely to be 
security conscious. Valuables 
including personal documents (eg 
passport, etc) would be better kept in 
a home safe or similar security 
storage cabinet. Many break-ins are 
to acquire car keys, so if you have a 
vehicle try to make sure it is out of 
sight in a garage if you have one, or 
behind locked gates if possible.  If 
neither of these are possible, try to 
use an additional security device 
which will at least help to deter would-
be car thieves. Security lights, alarms 
and CCTV all help deter possible 
offenders and can be bought from any 
good hardware supplier.” 
Police contact numbers are:  
Dial 101  - the NEW non emergency 
number 
Our Beat Manager is PC Ann Gill – 
tel: 07702 141 724 
Our PCSO is Jenny Buggy –  
tel: 07702 141 722 
IN AN EMERGENCY RING 999 

A LARGE PRINT COPY OF THIS 
NEWSLETTER IS AVAILABLE 

IN THE LIBRARY 

2
nd

 ANNIVERSARY EDITION 
The Parish Council would like to thank 
all contributors for making this 
newsletter such a success.  This 
edition celebrates the second 
anniversary of the Village Newsletter 
which is now 8-pages in full colour 
and has more than 1,200 copies 
picked up every month. We hope that 
it continues to remain popular and 
satisfy the needs of Ruddington’s 
residents.

COULD YOU HELP OUT AT GCRN? 
Our local heritage railway, Great 
Central Railway Nottingham (GCRN), 
is looking for new people to join its 
team of volunteers. The team needs 
help in all areas, including laying or 
maintaining the track, locomotives, 
rolling stock and structures. They are 
also looking for volunteers to help out 
in the shop or on-train. So if you have 
spare time on your hands and would 
like to get involved, they would love to 
hear from you. Training and 
orientation are provided so no specific 
skills are necessary. For further 
details, please email info@gcrn.co.uk. 

 
Photo supplied by Peter Woodhead 

GCRN is also looking for a company 
that can help them build a new station 
platform. If you (or anyone you know) 
can help, please contact the team on 
the above email.     (By Faye Stenson)
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food” to the pub “and, yes, we will be 
repairing the signs!”  The interior is 
also set for a bit of a makeover after 
which Sunday and midweek carveries 
will be available along with a full 
general menu.  The rear function 
room is now being offered for FREE 
hire – with disco and buffet available.  
And, as well as the established disco 
and karaoke nights on Wednesdays 
and Fridays, there’s new “live” music 
– with singer Tony Beltz starting 
things off on the 18

th
 February. 

Thirdly, it looks like “live” music is also 
back on the cards at The Victoria 
Tavern.  Bhavna Patel – whose family 
also runs The Red Heart - has just 
handed over the keys after 18 months 
there. Locals gathered to wish her a 
fond farewell on the 23

rd
 January. 

Following a period of uncertainty for 
staff and customers the new lease 
was taken on by Enterprise Inns 
entrepreneur Harry Kelly the following 
day – adding to his chain of around 60 
pubs.  He has kept on four staff 
members including newly appointed 
manageress Sarah McCree (pictured 
centre), chef Colleen (left) and 
Sarah’s youngest son Joe (right).  

Eldest son Ben and existing barman 
Mike complete the team.  As well as 
pledging to continue with a choice of 
five changing real ales they have also 
expanded the food menu but brought 
down the prices - with many meals 

including Sunday lunch now costing 
less than a fiver.  A “Happy Hour” has 
been introduced on weekday 
lunchtimes and early evenings with 
pints from £2.50.  Pub quizzes, bingo 
and karaoke are also planned…. 
(Written & researched by Graham Wright)  

            IN THE DOLDRUMS? …   …..   
The doldrums (sometimes spelt 
dolddrums) is the name used for a 
low-pressure area around the equator 
where in calm periods the winds can 
disappear altogether and years ago 
would trap sail-powered boats for 
periods of days or weeks. 

       
Many people feel that they are “in the 
doldrums” early in the year, when the 
weather is poor, nights are long and 
there doesn’t seem to be much to look 
forward to until Spring. So this is an 
excellent time to take up a new hobby, 
join a club, learn a skill or just get fit. 
The Parish Council’s venues are used 
for a huge variety of groups and 
classes, and frequently has new 
things starting. There is Zumba, Tai 
Chi, Pilates, Karate and Dance 
Classes for all ages. If you are looking 
for something less active, there are 
Craft Classes, a Knitting Group, 
Bridge and even a Lacemakers Group 
(self-help, not teaching). Then there’s 
the History Society, the Women’s 
Institute, the Ladies’ Probus Club and 
the Western Front Association who all 
hold meetings with interesting 
speakers and a chance to make new 
friends with similar interests.  
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10K. All age groups and abilities are 
invited to take part, although 10K 
participants must be aged 15 or over, 
and under 18’s need parental 
permission. It costs between £3 and 
£12 to enter the race and Rushcliffe 
Borough Council will donate £1 of 
each entry fee to CP Sport. The 
closing date for entries is Friday 17 
February 2012, so please make sure 
you enter in good time. You can find 
out more and enter the race online at 
www.rushcliffe.gov.uk/10k. 

 
                          (Written by Faye Stenson) 

 
 
     LOVE YOUR LEFTOVERS  … 
Love Food Hate Waste 
Nottinghamshire can help you save 
money and help the environment by 
reducing the amount of food we throw 
away every week. Wasting food costs 
the average family £480 a year: this 
increases to £680 a year for families 
with children – or around £50 a 
month!  

 

Nottinghamshire County Council have 
launched a “LOVE YOUR 

LEFTOVERS COMPETITION” where 
if you create a new dish from your 
lovely leftovers you could win a great 
prize.  
*Your recipe cooked by a top UK chef 
in Nottingham’s Market Square 
*Your winning recipe published on the 
Love Food Hate Waste Notts website 
*£100 Lakeland vouchers donated by 
Veolia Environmental Services 
*Celebrity chef Richard Fox’s latest 
book 
*A signed Love Food Hate Waste 
apron. 
Visit the Nottinghamshire County 
Council website and type in Love 
Food Hate Waste for entry details. 
The deadline is 26

th
 February 2012.  

 

 

COUNTY COUNCIL LEADER VISITS       
…………..RUDDINGTON 
Ruddington Library staff recently 
welcomed Councillor Kay Cutts, 
Leader of the County Council. She 
was visiting the library as part of her 
mission to see the work of the 58 
Children’s Centres in 
Nottinghamshire.  
Every second 
Tuesday of the 
month the library 
hosts staff 
members from 
Abbey Road and 
Lady Bay 
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Children’s Centre who hold a “Rattle, 
Rhyme and Roll” Session for local 0-3 
year olds and their parents / carers.  
The sessions enable parents / carers 
and children to meet together and 
have fun in the relaxed atmosphere of 
our local library. ……………………… 
Whilst in the library Cllr. Cutts took the 
time to talk to the participants in the 
session, the library and Sure Start 
teams as well as other residents who 
were present.  ………………………… 
The library users took the opportunity 
to acknowledge with her their delight 
that it has been recently announced 
that the library will open longer after 
April as it is one of 15 in the County to 
have additional hours of opening time.  
…              (Written by Barbara Breakwell)

 

             ‘BEER & BANTER’ - ………. 
           a new way to network    ….. 
Building on the success of the 
Ruddington Business Partnership 
(RBP), which launched in the village 
last year, a second group is set to 
launch at the end of February. Called 
‘Beer & Banter’, the group will meet in 
The Stables area of the White Horse 
Inn on the last Friday of each month 
for a relaxed networking session over 
a beer or two. 
The aim of the group is to give 
businesspeople in the village who 
would like to network, but are either 
unable to attend daytime events or 
would prefer an informal atmosphere, 
the opportunity to make new contacts 
and pass business. In particular, 
trades which don’t traditionally 
network, such as plumbers and 
electricians, are being encouraged to 
give the group a try. 
The first meeting will take place 

between 6pm and 7:30pm on Friday 

           
24 February. Beer & Banter will run on 
a drop-in basis, with businesses free 
to call in for just half an hour or so, or 
for the full duration. Hopefully the new 
group will build on RBP’s success by 
offering an alternative way to generate 
new work for Ruddington’s business 
community. 
For more information, please email 
ianwilson@rockhopperevolution.co.uk 
or faye.stenson@blackandwrite.co.uk. 
                         (Written by Faye Stenson)

           WHY HASN’T ANYONE ……..  
              DONE   ANYTHING? ……. 
Have you spotted something wrong in 
the village? Perhaps graffiti on a wall 
or a street light not working? 
Why not report it yourself rather than 
assume someone else will. The more 
reports that are made the quicker it 
might be sorted. ………………………. 
Litter or graffiti - contact Streetwise 
on 0115 981 9911 or email  
customerservices@rushcliffe.gov.uk 
Faulty street light or traffic light, 
excessive weeds or plant growth 
on pavements, damaged 
pavements, flooding or drainage 
problems on roads - contact  
Nottinghamshire County Council on 
08449 80 80 80 or via 
www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk 
Water Leaks – contact Severn Trent 
on 0800 783 4444 or 
www.stwater.co.uk   
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RUDDINGTON COMMUNITY CHOIR 
Do you enjoy singing? Were you 
inspired by Gareth Malone and his 
Military Wives’ choir? I can’t promise a 
number 1 hit single, but I can 
guarantee to lift your spirits through 
song when you join the brand new 
Ruddington Community Choir.  

         
The choir is open to everyone, 
regardless of experience, ability or 
confidence. There are no auditions; 
songs will be taught by ear, so you 
don't have to be able to read music, 
though sheet music, along with 
recordings, will be available on 
request. Music will be varied to 
include pop, gospel and folk, and 
there will be solo opportunities for 
more experienced singers. A course 
of 10 sessions costs £35 in advance, 
or £4 a session.  
Rehearsals will take place on 
Tuesday evenings from 8.00-9.30pm 
at St Peter’s Church starting on 
Tuesday 13 March. However, the 
choir will be launched in a special 
event ‘Sing for Ngora’ on Saturday 3 
March at St Peter’s Church. This will 
consist of a singing workshop from 
2.00 until 5.00, followed by an 
informal concert for friends and family. 
The cost to take part in the workshop 
is £15 (£10 concessions) and will 
include 2 tickets for the concert, 
refreshments and all music. Concert 

tickets for non-participants are £3 (£2 
concessions). Proceeds will be 
donated to the Ruddington Churches’ 
Ngoro charity through TESO 
Development Trust. 
Further details on joining the choir 
and/or attending the workshop are 
available from Cathy Troup, choir co-
ordinator: cathy@brachamusic.co.uk; 
mobile:  07909 926129.  

 
     RUDDINGTON GOES “LIVE”! 
It’s been a busy Christmas and New 
Year period for Ruddington’s pubs – 
as three of them have just changed 
hands in as many months. What’s 
more ALL THREE are also promising 
regular “live” music to pull in the 
punters! 
First up, after a long period of closure 
- and eventual repairs and 
refurbishment - The Bricklayers 
Arms reopened its doors to drinkers 
on Friday 11

th
 November.  It’s now in 

the experienced hands of mother and 
daughter team Carol & Brenda – who 
hail from Great Yarmouth.  Carol has 
been managing pubs for 18 years but 
hopes to become a permanent fixture 
in Ruddington.  Real ale can now be 
found on the bar for the first time in a 
decade – and monthly Karaoke is on 
Sunday afternoons plus a new 
monthly Wednesday “Open Mic” night 
starting on the 15

th
 February.  Despite 

the lengthy closure we’re told many of 
the old regulars quickly returned – but 
with lots of fresh faces enjoying the 
Sky Sports TV and new “Card School” 
on Sundays.  They’re also looking to 
join the local Pool League. 
Secondly, since the 5

th
 of January, 

Natalie Toplis has been welcoming 
locals at The Jolly Farmers.  
Originally from Chesterfield she’s 
taken on the five year licence to 
reintroduce some “life” and “Jolly good 
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RUDDINGTON DIARY  
 

Wednesday 1st February 

“A plan, a man & two canals” - a talk by 

John Moore presented by Ruddington & 

District Probus Club at Ruddington Grange 

Golf Club. 0115 921 4139 ext 22 for details. 

Ruddington Local History & Amenity 

Society presents  ’Sir Ralph of Epperstone – 

A Medieval Physician’ by Ralph Needham. 

St. Peter’s Rooms 8pm in the Hall. Visitors 

welcome. £2 per meeting incl refreshments. 

Sunday 5th February 

Tea, Coffee & Cakes – The Friends of 

Rushcliffe Country Park invite you to enjoy 

tea, coffee and cakes from 10.00am to 3.00pm 

in the Education Room (by the lake) at 

Rushcliffe Country Park. In aid of FoRCP. 

Footpath Walk - Ruddington Footpaths 

Preservation Group’s organised walk -

Plumtree Circular. Meet 2.00pm on The 

Green. 

Tuesday 7th February 

Amenities Committee Meeting at St. Peter’s 

Rooms, Church Street commencing 7.30pm 

Wednesday 8th February 

‘That Hat!’ – Ruddington W.I. presents a talk 

by Julia Waterfall at its 88th Anniversary 

Meeting. St. Peter’s Rooms commencing 

7.15pm. Visitors and new members welcome. 

Saturday 11th February 

Parish Council Surgery – Your opportunity  

to meet with your Parish, Borough and County 

Councillors to discuss local issues. 10am to 12 

noon in the Hall at St. Peter’s Rooms 

Sunday 12th February 

Valentines Day Lunch – (with special 

themed menu) at Ruddington Golf Club. 

Super Valentine raffle, auction and gift for the 

ladies. Tickets £27.50 (ring 0115 921 4146). 

All profits to the ‘Teddies for Loving Care 

Nottinghamshire’ – caring for children in our 

local hospitals. 

The Mahalas – 50′s & 60′s Rock & Roll – 

Youth Ministry fundraiser to be held at St. 

Peter’s Church commencing 7pm. Concert & 

3 course meal £10 per ticket. Details from the 

Church Office on 0115 878 0579 or email 

ruddoffice@googlemail.com. 

Wednesday 15th February 

“The Blue and The Grey” - a talk by Roy 

Woodward presented by Ruddington & 

District Probus Club at Ruddington Grange 

Golf Club. Phone 0115 921 4139 ext 22 for 

more information. 

Tuesday 21st February 

Environment & Community Committee 
Meeting at St. Peter’s Rooms, Church Street 

commencing 7.30pm 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Ruddington Parish Council,  
St. Peter’s Rooms, Church Street, Ruddington, Nottingham NG11 6HA.       
Tel: 0115 914 6660          Email: office@RuddingtonParishCouncil.gov.uk 
Fax: 0115 914 6646                                Website: www.RuddingtonParishCouncil.gov.uk 

For copyright information, please contact Ruddington Parish Council or visit the website above  

 

NEWSLETTER CONTRIBUTORS 
Due to the popularity of the Ruddington Village Newsletter, we are looking for one 
or two more “occasional” contributors to assist with compiling local stories. You 
don’t need writing experience but you do need to have a strong interest in the 
village and be willing to do a little “leg work” from time to time when investigating an 
article.  Obviously, you will be doing it “for love, not money” but articles are credited 
to the writer. Please contact Linda at the Parish Council Office and arrange to pop 
along to one of our monthly editorial meetings. 
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S.O.S – SAVE OUR SHOPS!  
A new campaign has been launched by a village businesswoman with the 

theme “S.O.S – Save Our Shops!” 
 

It’s the idea of Ruddington Travel’s Sarah Eborall and her 
father Chris, who runs an independent music shop in 
Scarborough.  This follows another tough Christmas for 
traders – when we saw yet more people choosing to buy 
goods and services over the internet instead of on the High 
Street. It takes the form of a series of six specially designed 
posters ranging from ‘”www? Why why wait?” to “When you 
buy from the net – not always a safe bet!”  There are also 
“Save Our Shops” badges which can be worn by 

shopkeepers and shop assistants.Their campaign has already received the backing 
of ‘Queen of Retail’ Mary Portas after Chris contacted her about it.  In the letter he 
wrote: “The economy, the internet, high rents, high business rates and the 
reluctance for towns to allow easy access to the motorist are all factors we are sure 
are killing the High Street.  Hence our action.” Sarah has also written to the Prime 
Minister but is yet to receive a reply!  Meantime she is offering the posters and 
badges FREE to other Ruddington retailers who wish to display or wear them in 
their own shops.  If you’d like one please pop into Ruddington Travel on Church 
Street.                             (Researched & written by Graham Wright)                

A HUGE “THANK YOU” 
On January 18

th
 the children of James 

Peacock School, led by the Deputy 
Head, Mrs Clemens, held a special 
assembly to say “Thank you” to the 
various individuals and organisations 
who had supported the school in their 
recent development of a Sensory 
Room. The multi sensory room is a 
designated space, appropriately 
resourced to be able to be either calm 
or stimulating as required, to support 
and meet children’s individual, long 
and short term emotional, physical 

and social needs.     (Continued over)              

 

Ruddington Parish Council 

VILLAGE NEWSLETTER 
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Financial support to enable the 
purchase of the specialist equipment 
in the room was generously given by 
the Parish, Borough and County 
Councillors, the Extended Services 
Team,  Friends of James Peacock, 
FSE Ltd,  Ruddington Grange Golf 
Club (Ladies Team) and  Welcome 
Finance.  Each of them was 
presented with a “Thank you” card 
designed by the pupils. Individuals 
have also contributed various 
resources and collectively the result is 
a unique facility in our local school. 
                               (By Barbara Breakwell) 

 
 

 

 

As part of the on-going issues in 
respect of dog fouling in children’s 
play areas and on the playing fields, 
the Parish Council is installing 
signage advising dog owners that 
dogs are to be kept on a lead on Elms 
Park Playing Fields, Jubilee Playing 
Field, Sellors Playing Field and 
Vicarage Lane Playing Field. The 
Parish Council hopes that dog walkers 
will co-operate with this project as 
users of the playing fields are 
reporting considerable problems with 
dog faeces left where children play. 
Always remember to “pick up” after 
your dog – the Parish Council office 
has some supplies of “poop” bags. 

 
CHARITY LUNCH 

Local charity “Teddies for Loving Care 
Nottinghamshire” will be holding a 
fundraising Valentine’s lunch on 
Sunday 12 February at Ruddington 

Grange Golf Club’s Banqueting Suite. 
This annual event is supported by 
local shops and businesses in 
Ruddington and West Bridgford who 
donate prizes every year for the super 
raffle and auction. Everyone attending 
is encouraged to support these local 
traders, whose names are displayed 
on every table. The event is great fun 
and every lady receives a rose. It’s a 
great way to give your partner a 
Valentine’s treat and support a charity 
that helps local children suffering 
trauma at the same time. Tickets 
include a 4-course meal and entry to 
the prize draw. Contact Graham Riche 
on 07786 226 109 for ticket price and 
availability.      (Written by Faye Stenson)  

 
                     SNOW CODE ….…………   
Repeating the information previously 
provided: According to the 
government website, there’s no law 
stopping you from clearing snow and 
ice on the pavement outside your 
home or from public spaces. Use salt 
or sand – NOT WATER! If you use 
water to melt the snow, it will refreeze 
and turn to black ice. When you’re 
shovelling snow, take care where you 
put it so it doesn’t block people’s 
paths or drains. For more information 
on the Snow Code go to 
www.direct.gov.uk 

 
      CEREBRAL PALSY SPORT 
This year’s Rushcliffe 10K & Fun Run 
will support the charity Cerebral Palsy 
Sport, which helps improve the lives 
of children and young people with 
physical disabilities through sport. The 
event will be held on Sunday 4 March, 
with the race starting at 10:30am. 
There are two routes to choose from – 
the 2K Fun Run (twice around the 
lake) and a 5K course around the 
Park which will be run twice for the full 

 

PLAY 
AREA 

SAFETY 

  

7 

Of course, there are plenty more 
classes and groups in the village at 
other venues and you can find details 
of many of these on the Parish 
Council website:  …………………. 
www.ruddingtonparishcouncil.gov.uk 
under the section WHAT’S ON. 

 
POLICING 

Our Beat Manager Ann Gill says:  
“At the time of writing this I can report 
that burglary in Rushcliffe has risen 
slightly and I would like to remind 
people of additional precautions they 
can take to try and prevent their 
property becoming a target. A well 
maintained frontage will give the 
impression that you care about your 
property and are more likely to be 
security conscious. Valuables 
including personal documents (eg 
passport, etc) would be better kept in 
a home safe or similar security 
storage cabinet. Many break-ins are 
to acquire car keys, so if you have a 
vehicle try to make sure it is out of 
sight in a garage if you have one, or 
behind locked gates if possible.  If 
neither of these are possible, try to 
use an additional security device 
which will at least help to deter would-
be car thieves. Security lights, alarms 
and CCTV all help deter possible 
offenders and can be bought from any 
good hardware supplier.” 
Police contact numbers are:  
Dial 101  - the NEW non emergency 
number 
Our Beat Manager is PC Ann Gill – 
tel: 07702 141 724 
Our PCSO is Jenny Buggy –  
tel: 07702 141 722 
IN AN EMERGENCY RING 999 

A LARGE PRINT COPY OF THIS 
NEWSLETTER IS AVAILABLE 

IN THE LIBRARY 

2
nd

 ANNIVERSARY EDITION 
The Parish Council would like to thank 
all contributors for making this 
newsletter such a success.  This 
edition celebrates the second 
anniversary of the Village Newsletter 
which is now 8-pages in full colour 
and has more than 1,200 copies 
picked up every month. We hope that 
it continues to remain popular and 
satisfy the needs of Ruddington’s 
residents.

COULD YOU HELP OUT AT GCRN? 
Our local heritage railway, Great 
Central Railway Nottingham (GCRN), 
is looking for new people to join its 
team of volunteers. The team needs 
help in all areas, including laying or 
maintaining the track, locomotives, 
rolling stock and structures. They are 
also looking for volunteers to help out 
in the shop or on-train. So if you have 
spare time on your hands and would 
like to get involved, they would love to 
hear from you. Training and 
orientation are provided so no specific 
skills are necessary. For further 
details, please email info@gcrn.co.uk. 

 
Photo supplied by Peter Woodhead 

GCRN is also looking for a company 
that can help them build a new station 
platform. If you (or anyone you know) 
can help, please contact the team on 
the above email.     (By Faye Stenson)
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food” to the pub “and, yes, we will be 
repairing the signs!”  The interior is 
also set for a bit of a makeover after 
which Sunday and midweek carveries 
will be available along with a full 
general menu.  The rear function 
room is now being offered for FREE 
hire – with disco and buffet available.  
And, as well as the established disco 
and karaoke nights on Wednesdays 
and Fridays, there’s new “live” music 
– with singer Tony Beltz starting 
things off on the 18

th
 February. 

Thirdly, it looks like “live” music is also 
back on the cards at The Victoria 
Tavern.  Bhavna Patel – whose family 
also runs The Red Heart - has just 
handed over the keys after 18 months 
there. Locals gathered to wish her a 
fond farewell on the 23

rd
 January. 

Following a period of uncertainty for 
staff and customers the new lease 
was taken on by Enterprise Inns 
entrepreneur Harry Kelly the following 
day – adding to his chain of around 60 
pubs.  He has kept on four staff 
members including newly appointed 
manageress Sarah McCree (pictured 
centre), chef Colleen (left) and 
Sarah’s youngest son Joe (right).  

Eldest son Ben and existing barman 
Mike complete the team.  As well as 
pledging to continue with a choice of 
five changing real ales they have also 
expanded the food menu but brought 
down the prices - with many meals 

including Sunday lunch now costing 
less than a fiver.  A “Happy Hour” has 
been introduced on weekday 
lunchtimes and early evenings with 
pints from £2.50.  Pub quizzes, bingo 
and karaoke are also planned…. 
(Written & researched by Graham Wright)  

            IN THE DOLDRUMS? …   …..   
The doldrums (sometimes spelt 
dolddrums) is the name used for a 
low-pressure area around the equator 
where in calm periods the winds can 
disappear altogether and years ago 
would trap sail-powered boats for 
periods of days or weeks. 

       
Many people feel that they are “in the 
doldrums” early in the year, when the 
weather is poor, nights are long and 
there doesn’t seem to be much to look 
forward to until Spring. So this is an 
excellent time to take up a new hobby, 
join a club, learn a skill or just get fit. 
The Parish Council’s venues are used 
for a huge variety of groups and 
classes, and frequently has new 
things starting. There is Zumba, Tai 
Chi, Pilates, Karate and Dance 
Classes for all ages. If you are looking 
for something less active, there are 
Craft Classes, a Knitting Group, 
Bridge and even a Lacemakers Group 
(self-help, not teaching). Then there’s 
the History Society, the Women’s 
Institute, the Ladies’ Probus Club and 
the Western Front Association who all 
hold meetings with interesting 
speakers and a chance to make new 
friends with similar interests.  
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10K. All age groups and abilities are 
invited to take part, although 10K 
participants must be aged 15 or over, 
and under 18’s need parental 
permission. It costs between £3 and 
£12 to enter the race and Rushcliffe 
Borough Council will donate £1 of 
each entry fee to CP Sport. The 
closing date for entries is Friday 17 
February 2012, so please make sure 
you enter in good time. You can find 
out more and enter the race online at 
www.rushcliffe.gov.uk/10k. 

 
                          (Written by Faye Stenson) 

 
 
     LOVE YOUR LEFTOVERS  … 
Love Food Hate Waste 
Nottinghamshire can help you save 
money and help the environment by 
reducing the amount of food we throw 
away every week. Wasting food costs 
the average family £480 a year: this 
increases to £680 a year for families 
with children – or around £50 a 
month!  

 

Nottinghamshire County Council have 
launched a “LOVE YOUR 

LEFTOVERS COMPETITION” where 
if you create a new dish from your 
lovely leftovers you could win a great 
prize.  
*Your recipe cooked by a top UK chef 
in Nottingham’s Market Square 
*Your winning recipe published on the 
Love Food Hate Waste Notts website 
*£100 Lakeland vouchers donated by 
Veolia Environmental Services 
*Celebrity chef Richard Fox’s latest 
book 
*A signed Love Food Hate Waste 
apron. 
Visit the Nottinghamshire County 
Council website and type in Love 
Food Hate Waste for entry details. 
The deadline is 26

th
 February 2012.  

 

 

COUNTY COUNCIL LEADER VISITS       
…………..RUDDINGTON 
Ruddington Library staff recently 
welcomed Councillor Kay Cutts, 
Leader of the County Council. She 
was visiting the library as part of her 
mission to see the work of the 58 
Children’s Centres in 
Nottinghamshire.  
Every second 
Tuesday of the 
month the library 
hosts staff 
members from 
Abbey Road and 
Lady Bay 



   

4 

Children’s Centre who hold a “Rattle, 
Rhyme and Roll” Session for local 0-3 
year olds and their parents / carers.  
The sessions enable parents / carers 
and children to meet together and 
have fun in the relaxed atmosphere of 
our local library. ……………………… 
Whilst in the library Cllr. Cutts took the 
time to talk to the participants in the 
session, the library and Sure Start 
teams as well as other residents who 
were present.  ………………………… 
The library users took the opportunity 
to acknowledge with her their delight 
that it has been recently announced 
that the library will open longer after 
April as it is one of 15 in the County to 
have additional hours of opening time.  
…              (Written by Barbara Breakwell)

 

             ‘BEER & BANTER’ - ………. 
           a new way to network    ….. 
Building on the success of the 
Ruddington Business Partnership 
(RBP), which launched in the village 
last year, a second group is set to 
launch at the end of February. Called 
‘Beer & Banter’, the group will meet in 
The Stables area of the White Horse 
Inn on the last Friday of each month 
for a relaxed networking session over 
a beer or two. 
The aim of the group is to give 
businesspeople in the village who 
would like to network, but are either 
unable to attend daytime events or 
would prefer an informal atmosphere, 
the opportunity to make new contacts 
and pass business. In particular, 
trades which don’t traditionally 
network, such as plumbers and 
electricians, are being encouraged to 
give the group a try. 
The first meeting will take place 

between 6pm and 7:30pm on Friday 

           
24 February. Beer & Banter will run on 
a drop-in basis, with businesses free 
to call in for just half an hour or so, or 
for the full duration. Hopefully the new 
group will build on RBP’s success by 
offering an alternative way to generate 
new work for Ruddington’s business 
community. 
For more information, please email 
ianwilson@rockhopperevolution.co.uk 
or faye.stenson@blackandwrite.co.uk. 
                         (Written by Faye Stenson)

           WHY HASN’T ANYONE ……..  
              DONE   ANYTHING? ……. 
Have you spotted something wrong in 
the village? Perhaps graffiti on a wall 
or a street light not working? 
Why not report it yourself rather than 
assume someone else will. The more 
reports that are made the quicker it 
might be sorted. ………………………. 
Litter or graffiti - contact Streetwise 
on 0115 981 9911 or email  
customerservices@rushcliffe.gov.uk 
Faulty street light or traffic light, 
excessive weeds or plant growth 
on pavements, damaged 
pavements, flooding or drainage 
problems on roads - contact  
Nottinghamshire County Council on 
08449 80 80 80 or via 
www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk 
Water Leaks – contact Severn Trent 
on 0800 783 4444 or 
www.stwater.co.uk   

 

  

5 

RUDDINGTON COMMUNITY CHOIR 
Do you enjoy singing? Were you 
inspired by Gareth Malone and his 
Military Wives’ choir? I can’t promise a 
number 1 hit single, but I can 
guarantee to lift your spirits through 
song when you join the brand new 
Ruddington Community Choir.  

         
The choir is open to everyone, 
regardless of experience, ability or 
confidence. There are no auditions; 
songs will be taught by ear, so you 
don't have to be able to read music, 
though sheet music, along with 
recordings, will be available on 
request. Music will be varied to 
include pop, gospel and folk, and 
there will be solo opportunities for 
more experienced singers. A course 
of 10 sessions costs £35 in advance, 
or £4 a session.  
Rehearsals will take place on 
Tuesday evenings from 8.00-9.30pm 
at St Peter’s Church starting on 
Tuesday 13 March. However, the 
choir will be launched in a special 
event ‘Sing for Ngora’ on Saturday 3 
March at St Peter’s Church. This will 
consist of a singing workshop from 
2.00 until 5.00, followed by an 
informal concert for friends and family. 
The cost to take part in the workshop 
is £15 (£10 concessions) and will 
include 2 tickets for the concert, 
refreshments and all music. Concert 

tickets for non-participants are £3 (£2 
concessions). Proceeds will be 
donated to the Ruddington Churches’ 
Ngoro charity through TESO 
Development Trust. 
Further details on joining the choir 
and/or attending the workshop are 
available from Cathy Troup, choir co-
ordinator: cathy@brachamusic.co.uk; 
mobile:  07909 926129.  

 
     RUDDINGTON GOES “LIVE”! 
It’s been a busy Christmas and New 
Year period for Ruddington’s pubs – 
as three of them have just changed 
hands in as many months. What’s 
more ALL THREE are also promising 
regular “live” music to pull in the 
punters! 
First up, after a long period of closure 
- and eventual repairs and 
refurbishment - The Bricklayers 
Arms reopened its doors to drinkers 
on Friday 11

th
 November.  It’s now in 

the experienced hands of mother and 
daughter team Carol & Brenda – who 
hail from Great Yarmouth.  Carol has 
been managing pubs for 18 years but 
hopes to become a permanent fixture 
in Ruddington.  Real ale can now be 
found on the bar for the first time in a 
decade – and monthly Karaoke is on 
Sunday afternoons plus a new 
monthly Wednesday “Open Mic” night 
starting on the 15

th
 February.  Despite 

the lengthy closure we’re told many of 
the old regulars quickly returned – but 
with lots of fresh faces enjoying the 
Sky Sports TV and new “Card School” 
on Sundays.  They’re also looking to 
join the local Pool League. 
Secondly, since the 5

th
 of January, 

Natalie Toplis has been welcoming 
locals at The Jolly Farmers.  
Originally from Chesterfield she’s 
taken on the five year licence to 
reintroduce some “life” and “Jolly good 
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RUDDINGTON DIARY  
 

Wednesday 1st February 

“A plan, a man & two canals” - a talk by 

John Moore presented by Ruddington & 

District Probus Club at Ruddington Grange 

Golf Club. 0115 921 4139 ext 22 for details. 

Ruddington Local History & Amenity 

Society presents  ’Sir Ralph of Epperstone – 

A Medieval Physician’ by Ralph Needham. 

St. Peter’s Rooms 8pm in the Hall. Visitors 

welcome. £2 per meeting incl refreshments. 

Sunday 5th February 

Tea, Coffee & Cakes – The Friends of 

Rushcliffe Country Park invite you to enjoy 

tea, coffee and cakes from 10.00am to 3.00pm 

in the Education Room (by the lake) at 

Rushcliffe Country Park. In aid of FoRCP. 

Footpath Walk - Ruddington Footpaths 

Preservation Group’s organised walk -

Plumtree Circular. Meet 2.00pm on The 

Green. 

Tuesday 7th February 

Amenities Committee Meeting at St. Peter’s 

Rooms, Church Street commencing 7.30pm 

Wednesday 8th February 

‘That Hat!’ – Ruddington W.I. presents a talk 

by Julia Waterfall at its 88th Anniversary 

Meeting. St. Peter’s Rooms commencing 

7.15pm. Visitors and new members welcome. 

Saturday 11th February 

Parish Council Surgery – Your opportunity  

to meet with your Parish, Borough and County 

Councillors to discuss local issues. 10am to 12 

noon in the Hall at St. Peter’s Rooms 

Sunday 12th February 

Valentines Day Lunch – (with special 

themed menu) at Ruddington Golf Club. 

Super Valentine raffle, auction and gift for the 

ladies. Tickets £27.50 (ring 0115 921 4146). 

All profits to the ‘Teddies for Loving Care 

Nottinghamshire’ – caring for children in our 

local hospitals. 

The Mahalas – 50′s & 60′s Rock & Roll – 

Youth Ministry fundraiser to be held at St. 

Peter’s Church commencing 7pm. Concert & 

3 course meal £10 per ticket. Details from the 

Church Office on 0115 878 0579 or email 

ruddoffice@googlemail.com. 

Wednesday 15th February 

“The Blue and The Grey” - a talk by Roy 

Woodward presented by Ruddington & 

District Probus Club at Ruddington Grange 

Golf Club. Phone 0115 921 4139 ext 22 for 

more information. 

Tuesday 21st February 

Environment & Community Committee 
Meeting at St. Peter’s Rooms, Church Street 

commencing 7.30pm 
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NEWSLETTER CONTRIBUTORS 
Due to the popularity of the Ruddington Village Newsletter, we are looking for one 
or two more “occasional” contributors to assist with compiling local stories. You 
don’t need writing experience but you do need to have a strong interest in the 
village and be willing to do a little “leg work” from time to time when investigating an 
article.  Obviously, you will be doing it “for love, not money” but articles are credited 
to the writer. Please contact Linda at the Parish Council Office and arrange to pop 
along to one of our monthly editorial meetings. 
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S.O.S – SAVE OUR SHOPS!  
A new campaign has been launched by a village businesswoman with the 

theme “S.O.S – Save Our Shops!” 
 

It’s the idea of Ruddington Travel’s Sarah Eborall and her 
father Chris, who runs an independent music shop in 
Scarborough.  This follows another tough Christmas for 
traders – when we saw yet more people choosing to buy 
goods and services over the internet instead of on the High 
Street. It takes the form of a series of six specially designed 
posters ranging from ‘”www? Why why wait?” to “When you 
buy from the net – not always a safe bet!”  There are also 
“Save Our Shops” badges which can be worn by 

shopkeepers and shop assistants.Their campaign has already received the backing 
of ‘Queen of Retail’ Mary Portas after Chris contacted her about it.  In the letter he 
wrote: “The economy, the internet, high rents, high business rates and the 
reluctance for towns to allow easy access to the motorist are all factors we are sure 
are killing the High Street.  Hence our action.” Sarah has also written to the Prime 
Minister but is yet to receive a reply!  Meantime she is offering the posters and 
badges FREE to other Ruddington retailers who wish to display or wear them in 
their own shops.  If you’d like one please pop into Ruddington Travel on Church 
Street.                             (Researched & written by Graham Wright)                

A HUGE “THANK YOU” 
On January 18

th
 the children of James 

Peacock School, led by the Deputy 
Head, Mrs Clemens, held a special 
assembly to say “Thank you” to the 
various individuals and organisations 
who had supported the school in their 
recent development of a Sensory 
Room. The multi sensory room is a 
designated space, appropriately 
resourced to be able to be either calm 
or stimulating as required, to support 
and meet children’s individual, long 
and short term emotional, physical 

and social needs.     (Continued over)              

 

Ruddington Parish Council 

VILLAGE NEWSLETTER 
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Financial support to enable the 
purchase of the specialist equipment 
in the room was generously given by 
the Parish, Borough and County 
Councillors, the Extended Services 
Team,  Friends of James Peacock, 
FSE Ltd,  Ruddington Grange Golf 
Club (Ladies Team) and  Welcome 
Finance.  Each of them was 
presented with a “Thank you” card 
designed by the pupils. Individuals 
have also contributed various 
resources and collectively the result is 
a unique facility in our local school. 
                               (By Barbara Breakwell) 
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