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THE RUDD
Third Olympics for village skater
An ice dancer from Ruddington has secured her place on Team
GB at the 2018 Winter Games in PyeongChang after winning an
Olympic qualifying competition.
Penny Coomes and figure
skating partner Nick
Buckland, who hails from
Wilford, built on their
initial lead in the “Short
Dance” section with
victory in the “Free
Dance” at Oberstdorf in
Germany – so lifting the
Nebelhorn Trophy.
This victory means that
South Korea will now be
the third trip to a Winter
Olympics for our local duo, having also represented Team GB at
Vancouver in 2010 and Sochi in 2014.
Continued inside

The Village Newsletter is sponsored this month by:

Ruddington Grange Golf Club
0115 921 4139
ruddingtongrange.com
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Their achievement is all the more
astonishing because it was only in
June last year that Penny smashed her
right kneecap into eight pieces after a
serious fall. At the time, it threatened
to bring her skating career to a
premature end.

Welcome to The Rudd!
As announced last month, the Village
Newsletter has been renamed “The
Rudd”. We’ve kept the look and feel
of the old newsletter much the same
for the first edition, but look out for a
few changes coming soon.

After months of painful rehab, not
only is Penny now back on the ice, and
competing again, but also a serious
Olympic Medal contender for next
year! She and Nick have even been
working
on
new
routines
choreographed by Nottingham ice
skating legends Jayne Torvill and
Christopher Dean.

These will include a new design, a new
structure with similar articles grouped
together by section, and more
content aimed at kids and younger
people.
In the past, people tended to think the
Village Newsletter was a mouthpiece
for the Parish Council. This wasn’t the
case and is partly why we decided to
change the name.
In fact, The Rudd is YOUR newsletter
– and as it starts to evolve, now’s the
perfect time to tell us what you want
from it. Better still, why not write an
article about an upcoming event or
local issue that interests (or irritates!)
you and send it in to us? We’d
especially like to hear the younger
generation’s thoughts on what it’s like
to live and grow up in our village.

After her victory in Germany, Penny
took to social media to say: “Thank
you UK Sport & The National Lottery
for supporting Nick and I through my
knee injury. We couldn’t have
qualified for our third Games without
you.”

You can contact the editorial team at
office@ruddingtonparishcouncil.gov.
uk or call into the Parish Council office
during opening hours to discuss your
ideas.

She also tweeted a picture (see front
page) adding: “A HUGE thank you to
my amazing Physio @TATaylorK
@TheISEH for being with me every
step of the way. I wouldn’t be back
without your super powers!”

We look forward to hearing from you!

Graham Wright at RUDDINGTON.info The Rudd editorial team
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Members of the public who are
driving to the service are asked to
As usual, there will be two events
park considerately and arrive in
commemorating the Armistice and
plenty of time as road closures will
Remembrance Day this November.
be in place for the duration of the
However, this year’s Armistice Day event.
service will be slightly different from
Pop up shop at The White Horse
usual as it will feature the dedication
of the new Roll of Honour board for Head down to The White Horse Inn
the War Memorial garden on Church on Sunday 12th November for a
fabulous Boutique Pop Up Shopping
Street, as reported last month.
Event. Taking place from 2pm to
The dedication ceremony will take
5pm, the event will raise funds for
place on Saturday 11th November at
the Friends of James Peacock School,
10:45am, to be followed by the usual
who donate valuable resources to
two minute silence at 11am and the
our local village infant school.
playing of The Last Post by the Army
After a very successful event earlier
Cadets’ Bugler.
in the year, we’ve decided to go
bigger and better! As well as the
wonderful suppliers who joined us
last time, we’ve sourced even more
amazing
local
Nottingham
businesses selling an array of
fabulous gifts, fantastic fashion and
gorgeous beauty. Not to mention
On Sunday 12th November, a Parade
delicious edible treats to tantalise
and Service of Remembrance will be
those taste buds.... There’ll also be
held at the War Memorial, followed
face art and other supervised craft
by Morning Service at St. Peter’s
activities for the kids.
Church.
It's the ideal opportunity to give you
Weather permitting, the parade of
a chance to get a head start on your
local organisations – headed by the
Christmas shopping, or simply treat
Ruddington Detachment RHR Corps
yourself. Visit our Facebook event
of Drums and Bugles – will march to
page for the latest info on all the
the War Memorial before the
goodies we have in store.
service.
Louise Johnson

Remembrance Services
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emphasising the need to do
something with the empty property
sooner rather than later.

Community hub for former
Youth Centre?
The former Youth and Community
Centre on The Green could soon be
put back into use as a “community
hub” for our village if a group of
Ruddington residents has their way.

Now, a group of local residents has
come together to propose taking
over the building as “The Green
Space,” should the County Council
decide to put it back out to tender.

In 2014, the Nottinghamshire
County Council-owned premises
were threatened with closure when
government spending cuts meant
the council could no longer afford to
run them. Subsequently, however,
they were leased out to fitness firm
Project Body UK on the basis that
youth
provision
would
be
reintroduced there three days a
week.

This is a community-led initiative
and the group is welcoming other
people’s ideas and involvement.
Dedicated “Green Space” stalls at
the Ruddington Summer Fayre and
James Peacock 50th Anniversary
celebration event provided an
opportunity for residents to give
their thoughts and ideas about how
the space could be used. And an
online survey has already garnered
almost 200 responses.
Ian Wilson, one of the project leads,
said: “We would like to make a space
in the village where people can come
together. We will provide the space
and support; we ask you to provide
your ideas and passion. We would
like to thank local businesses Adlard
Print, Jaspers Café and Mr Tee for
their support, which gives us
confidence that ‘The Green Space’
will be a true community hub. From
local information, a crèche, pop-up
shops, event hire space, through to
art exhibitions, alpacas and coworking space – the potential for

This began to happen last summer
and
several
community
organisations and groups were again
starting to use the facilities on a
weekly basis. But then Project Body
UK closed down after running into
financial difficulties last December,
and the building has lain dark and
disused ever since. It was also
targeted by vandals in June 2017,
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this fantastically situated space is challenge this year at Ruddington –
endless!”
58% of those who started.
Joanna Jagiello, also a member of
the The Green Space group, added:
“As well as providing a real and
effective community hub, we want
to provide Ruddington with a place
to be proud of. So our proposal will
not
only
include
excellent
community-driven services but will
also include plans to improve the
appearance of the building itself.”

We really appreciated the continued
support from St Peter’s and James
Peacock Schools. 50 children from St
Peter’s completed the challenge and
have their certificates to prove it!
The children really enjoyed solving
the ‘Mystery in the Library’, making
flap books and snake masks, and
code-breaking around the library as
part of our activities.
All the staff loved listening to the
children’s book challenge choices –
they’re so enthusiastic and love a
good read.”
Barbara Breakwell

Macmillan Coffee Morning at
Shrimpton Court

The project team hope to hear from
the County Council soon.

Thank you to everyone who
attended the Macmillan Coffee
Morning at Shrimpton Court on
Summer Reading Challenge Friday 29th September. And thank
you to Evans Pharmacy and
Each year, children between the
Ruddington Grange Golf Club for
ages of 4 and 11 are invited to take
their raffle prize donations.
part in a Summer Holiday Reading
Challenge at our local library. The I’d also like to thank everyone else
aim is to read 6 books during the who donated raffle prizes or
homemade cakes, the helpers on the
school break.
day and everyone who came along
Commenting
on
this
year’s
and supported us. We made a total
Challenge, Oongah Greenwood,
of £373 which has all been sent to
Library Manager, said: “I’m really
Macmillan Cancer Relief.
pleased to say that 101 children
completed the Animal Antics Christine Saxby
Graham Wright at RUDDINGTON.
info, with input from Mark Pinks

5

business premises weren’t available
in the village at the time.

Meet Ruddington resident,
John Russell

John is the founder of the award- “I really like living in Ruddington”
winning Lenton Lane Microbrewery. said John. “It’s quiet and genteel (for
the most part!) but close enough to
town for all the facilities and
attractions there”.
John was asked to describe three
good things about Ruddington. He
said:
1. The people. I’ve made good
friends here. People are friendly.
After 10 years or so of living here,
one or two have even bought me a
pint.
2. The shops and amenities. I rarely
do any day-to-day shopping outside
Ruddington. I live so close that I
John moved to Ruddington from treat the Co-op like a walk-in larder.
West Bridgford in 2007 and has lived And of course, the pubs – who could
here ever since.
forget the pubs? The buses are
He worked as a freelance web good, too.
developer and still does, but in 2014 3. The Country Park. We’re very
he founded the Lenton Lane lucky to have this.
Microbrewery (www.lenton
lane.co.uk), whose beers have been What’s not so good about the
selling really well in Ruddington village? John said:
pubs and elsewhere.
1. Traffic. Getting in and out at peak
The brewery produces 4,000 pints of times can be a little trying.
beer every week and regularly wins 2. Parking. Church Street is a
awards for its quality.
thoroughfare, not a car park. People
The name tells you where the reverse out in front of me every
brewery is, but it could have been single day I drive there.
based in Ruddington and creating 3. Space. We would have liked to
jobs locally. However, suitable open the brewery here in
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Ruddington, but there just wasn’t
Remembrance Concert at
anywhere suitable at all. So, the
St Peter’s Church
opportunity to produce and sell Ruddy
The South Notts Men’s Chorus will be
Good Ale was lost.
returning to Ruddington after their
So there you have it: John’s personal successful concert with the Lyrical
take on Ruddington life.
Songbirds at the Methodist Church in
The point about there being an June. They’ll be performing a
absence of suitable premises to open Remembrance Concert, titled “A New
a business that would create local jobs Hope,” at St Peter’s Church on
and wealth, and add prestige to Saturday 11th November at 7:30pm.
Ruddington, is something for the The Chorus will be accompanied by
the wonderful female choral group
planners to note.
Quadravox and the Derby Central
Nick Tegerdine
Salvation Army Band.

Can you help with
Brownies or Rainbows?

3rd Ruddington Rainbows and
Brownies are urgently in need of extra
help if their activities are to continue.
Their current leader, Gina Eyre, has
been a Guider for both groups for the
last 38 years but is planning to retire at
the end of 2017.
She is therefore looking for volunteers
to help run the groups from next year, The music will be suitable for the
or someone who’s willing to train as a occasion and will comprise a sombre
first half with pieces reflecting the
leader.
horror of war and its impact on all of
Both groups meet at the Village Hall us. The second half will be more
on Monday evenings in term-time, uplifting and include a mixture of
Rainbows from 4:45pm to 5:45pm and traditional and contemporary pieces
Brownies from 6pm to 7:30pm. If highlighting hope for the future.
you’re available at these times and
would like to help, please call Gina on Tickets cost £12.50 - please call 07973
765 222 for details.
0115 984 3853.
Terry Boniface
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Ruddington Diary
and County Councillors about local
issues.
Roll of Honour Dedication Ceremony &
Armistice Day service - 10:45am at the
War Memorial garden.
Rushcliffe Country Park Wildlife Watch
Group - “Fungi Foray” 11am - 1pm at the
Education Room, Rushcliffe Country
Park. Under 8s to be accompanied by an
adult. Suggested donation £2 per
session. Contact Geoff East on 07804
297041 / geoff.east@virginmedia.com
for more information.
Remembrance Concert by South Notts
Men's Chorus - St Peter's Church,
7.30pm. The singers will be accompanied
by female choral group Quadravox and
Derby Central Salvation Army Band.
Tickets cost £12.50, call 07973 765222 to
purchase.
Sunday 12th November
Service of Remembrance - 10:45am at
the War Memorial garden. Followed by
Morning Service at St Peter's Church.
Pop-up Shopping Event at The White
Horse Inn - 2pm to 5pm. In aid of the
Friends of James Peacock School. An
array of fabulous gifts, fantastic fashion,
gorgeous beauty and delicious edible
treats. Plus face art and other supervised
craft activities for the kids.
Buggfest - Celebrating the life of Michael
Bugg. “The Buggy Cup” football match,
kick-off 12:30pm at Elms Park. Cup
presentation at The White Horse Inn at
3:30pm. Raffle prize draw & Notts
County shirt auction at 6pm at The White
Horse.

Wednesday 1st November
Amenities Committee Meeting – at St
Peter’s Rooms commencing at 7.30pm.
All meetings are open to the public
where you can raise your views on any
agenda items. To be held if needed,
please check before you come.
Sunday 5th November
Ruddington Footpaths Preservation
Group – Owthorpe to Cropwell Bishop
circular. Meet on the Green at 2.15 pm.
Monday 6th November
Ruddington Craft Group - Decoupage.
10am to 12 noon, St Peter's Rooms (Main
Hall). £3.00 cost to cover tuition,
materials and refreshments. Newcomers
welcome - contact Christine Gibson on
07967 245 308 if you’d like to come along.
Tuesday 7th November
Ruddington Methodist Church Women's
Fellowship - 2.30pm Mystery objects
from the Museum by Dr. Gavin Walker.
All are welcome to join us
Wednesday 8th November
W.I. Meeting - “R.N.L.I. Saving Lives at
Sea” at St Peter's Rooms, commencing
7.15pm
Friday 10th November
East
Midlands
Western
Front
Association – ''Lens - Urban Warfare
1917" - Dr. Simon Peaple. 7.30pm at St
Peter's Rooms.
Saturday 11th November
County & Borough Councillors’ Surgery –
10am to 10.45am, 11.15am - 12 noon at
St. Peter’s Rooms.
This is your
opportunity to speak with your Borough
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Tuesday 14th November
Rattle, Rhyme and Roll – Have fun with
your little ones. 11 am at the Library, FOC.
Scrabble - In Ruddington library 2pm 4pm. All players welcomed.
Parish Council Meeting – Rushcliffe Local
Plan Consultation Response at St Peter’s
Rooms, commencing at 7.30pm. Open to
the public.
“Walk without Fear” - 7:30pm, Chapel Art
Gallery, Framework Knitters Museum.
Presentation about the Mines Advisory
Group & the Sean Sutton photo exhibition
(see below). £5 donation to MAG.
Tues 14th to Wed 29th November
Sean Sutton photographic exhibition Chapel Art Gallery, Framework Knitters
Museum. Post-conflict zone photo
exhibition
by
award-winning
photojournalist, Sean Sutton. Visit
www.frameworkknittersmuseum.org.uk
for details.
Thursday 16th November
The Ear Foundation – Do you wear an NHS
hearing aid? Come to our FREE walk-in
hearing aid clinic. In St. Peter’s Rooms
between 11.30am and 12.30pm. No
appointment required.
Ruddington Folk & Blues Night - 8pm at
The Country Cottage Hotel. It's friendly,
warm, funny & free in a great relaxing
atmosphere.
Friday 17th November
Ruddington Business Partnership – FREE
networking today and every 3rd Friday of
the month, at The Ruddington Arms, 8am
to 9am. Come along and meet other local
businesses. No booking required.

Saturday 18th November
Ruddington Group Riding for the
Disabled - Christmas Bazaar, 10am - 12
noon, St Peter's Rooms.
Monday 20th November
Ruddington Craft Group - Christmas
Boxes. 10am to 12 noon, St Peter's Rooms
(Main Hall). See 6th November.
Tuesday 21st November
Ruddington Methodist Church Women's
Fellowship - 2.30pm. “Between Stairs” by
Jo Golby. All are welcome to join us.
Thursday 23rd November
“Walk without Fear” - see 14th November.
Friday 24th November
Framework Knitters Museum Christmas
Concert - 2.30pm in the former Chapel,
Chapel Street featuring members of
Ruddington Folk and Blues Club. A variety
of songs and music and some "singalongs". Tickets cost £6, from the Museum
or phone Barbara on 0115 921 5253.
Saturday 25th November
Royal British Legion Film Night - “The
Hundred Foot Journey” at St Peter's
Rooms. Doors open 7:15pm. Tickets cost
£10 and include themed pre-show nibbles
and a drink. Available from Perkins
Hardware on the High Street or call Louise
on 07821 909 008.
Tuesday 28th November
Parish Council Meeting – at St Peter’s
Rooms commencing at 7.30 pm. All
meetings are open to the public.
Wednesday 29th November
Ruddington Gardeners' Association –"My
Hide, My Patch" with Mick Freakley at The
Hermitage. 7pm for 7.30pm.
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Staying safe on social media
The internet is an interesting place.
You can learn a lot with it, keep in
contact with friends and family, and
even speak to people from all around
the world. Whilst it can be beneficial
and fun, social media does come with
a few downsides, which could lead you
into dangerous situations with lasting
effects.

internet, as you can never actually
know if they’re who they say they are.
Although it’s incredibly risky making
friendships online, always make sure a
parent is aware of the person you’re
talking to.

To help you stay safe online, just follow
these 3 simple rules.
1. Know how and
block/report somebody

when

to

It’s important to know what to do
when someone is bugging you on
social media. Blocking them is one of
the most effective ways to stop them
contacting you. It’s usually pretty easy
to block a user – just head over to their
profile and there should be a ‘Block’
button.

Make sure you bring an adult with you
if you ever arrange to meet your
friend, and ensure you meet in a public
place; don’t let them convince you
otherwise. And don’t share personal
information online, such as your phone
number or address, and where or
when you’re going somewhere.

This is normally quite easy to spot, as
most apps and websites are aware of
online dangers. Just know that the
power is in your hands! So if someone
is causing you trouble, or making you
feel uncomfortable or unsafe, then the
best thing you can do is block and/or
report them.

3. Always use secure passwords

2. Never share personal information

It won’t be fun getting hacked. To
prevent this, you can set complex and
personal passwords that even smart
hackers couldn’t guess (a lot of them
can be very clever and can guess your
password from information you share
online).

Also, don’t use the same password for
The problem with the internet is it’s multiple accounts. That way it’s harder
way too easy to pretend to be for hackers to access all your accounts
someone you’re not. It’s difficult to when they’ve managed to get into one.
trust someone you meet via the Ruddy Teenager
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Christmas Fayre returns
to Rudd
Ruddington’s popular Christmas
Fayre will make a welcome return to
our village on Saturday 2nd
December. Taking place from 12
noon to 5pm, the event will boast a
wide range of stalls offering
delicious seasonal food and drink,
Christmas gifts and decorations, and
much more!

lighting ceremony in St Peter’s
Churchyard, followed by festive
carol-singing.
The popular “Picture in a Manger”
activity, where you can be part of
the Nativity scene, will also be taking
place in St Peter’s Church during the
Fayre.

To book a stall at the Christmas
Fayre, email events.rpc@gmail.com.
To keep up with the latest plans,
As usual, the High Street will be search for ‘Ruddington Events’ on
closed to traffic to make way for Facebook and Twitter and Like or
outdoor stalls, with additional stalls Follow the pages.
set up in the marquee area at The Faye Stenson
White Horse Inn on Church Street.
Business Christmas window
Indoor stalls will be set up in the St
display competition – 2017
Peter’s Church and St Peter’s
Rooms.
The Parish Council would like to
In the event of bad weather, some invite all businesses to enter this
of the outdoor stalls will relocate to free competition so that we can,
The Hermitage on Wilford Road. The once again, light up the village
Methodist Church on Church Street during the festive season.
will also be taking part and hosting The closing date for entries is 24th
their own indoor stalls.
November and judging will be
David Cox Amusements will be on during the week commencing 4th
the Village Green, with rides and December 2017. Prizes will be
attractions for all ages. In addition to awarded to first, second and third
stalls, there’ll be kids’ activities in St places.
Peter’s Church, choirs singing and Please register your details by email
bell-ringing.
to cllr.mp@hotmail.com or at the
As always, Santa will be on hand Parish Council office in St. Peter’s
with presents for the children and Rooms.
the event will culminate in a tree- Councillor Marion Pell
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A Dickensian Christmas
Join the Framework Knitters
Museum for some festive fun and
celebrate the coming of Christmas
Victorian style! “A Dickensian
Christmas” will take place on
Saturday 2 December from 11am to
5pm, running alongside the
Ruddington Christmas Fayre. Entry is
free.
You can toast tea cakes and
chestnuts on an open fire, enjoy
traditional carols around the
Christmas tree and watch as the
Maids of Clifton perform their own
unique style of Morris dancing.

them by their charitable partner,
Nottingham Brewery.
The museum is also running a
Christmas card competition for the
kids. The winning entry will be
turned into a greetings card and sold
in the museum shop, the Textile
Emporium, next year. All entries will
also be displayed in the Chapel Art
Gallery during December.
For more information and to
download an entry form, please visit
www.frameworkknittersmuseum.or
g.uk/christmas-card-competition or
call into the museum during opening
hours.

Christmas Concert
This year, the annual Christmas
Concert at the Framework Knitters
Museum features members of
Ruddington Folk and Blues Club.
With guitars and piano accordions,
there’ll be a variety of songs and
music, as well as some “sing-alongs”.
There’ll also be craft stalls in the
Chapel (which will be transformed
into a Winter Wonderland), a lucky
dip, tombola, barrel organ music –
and much more!

The matinée performance takes
place on Friday 24th November at
2.30pm in the former Chapel,
opposite the main museum site on
Chapel Street.

Refreshments will be available
throughout the day, including
mulled wine and the museum’s very
own ale, Frame Breaker, brewed for

Tickets cost £6 and are available
from the museum or phone Barbara
on 0115 921 5253.
Kathy Powis

12

www.ruddingtonchoral.com
further details.

A Christmas Feast
of Baroque Music

for

Ruddington & District Choral Society
are coming together with the
Ruddington Chamber Ensemble to
welcome Christmas with a feast of
glorious festive music! Taking place at
St Peter’s Church at 7:30pm on
Saturday 9th December, the concert
will feature some of the greatest
baroque choral and orchestral
Christmas music ever written.

Pat Beale

Tickets
cost
£10,
including
refreshments, and are available from
Perkins’ Hardware, from choir
members or on the door. Visit

contribute to the challenge. All the
monies collected have been shared
equally between the two schools.”
Barbara Breakwell

Feeling artistic?
We’re looking for ideas for a logo for
Ruddington’s Neighbourhood Plan, to
give it a separate identity from the
Parish Council.

If you’d like to get involved, you can
either drop your sketches or drawings
into the Parish Council office at St
Peter’s Rooms, or email ideas or
The programme is sure to appeal to pictures to ruddingtonneighbourhood
everyone as it recalls the great plan@gmail.com.
Christmas story. Included will be two
5p Challenge results
of Bach’s greatest choral works for
Advent and Christmas, Sleepers, Wake Liz , Chair of Friends Of James Peacock
and the Magnificat, together with and Kath, Chair of Friends of St Peter’s
orchestral offerings from Handel’s said: “Huge thanks are extended to
Messiah, Bach’s Christmas Oratorio everyone at the two village schools
and Corelli’s Christmas Concerto.
who collected 5p coins during the
This magnificent music will not only fill recent summer holidays as part of the
the audience with seasonal spirit, but inter schools’ “5p Challenge”.
also provide a rich and calming Last year, James Peacock collected the
reminder of the real message of most coins and won the inaugural 5p
Christmas in these busy and frenetic Challenge. This year, St Peter’s have
times. The programme is a treasure won the honour, collecting £199.25
trove of dazzling baroque Christmas versus James Peacock’s £168.70.
musical gems performed by two of the We’d like to express our particular
best-known musical groups in thanks to Evans Pharmacy and Perkins
Nottinghamshire – it shouldn’t be Hardware, who put out collection pots
missed!
in-store so their customers could
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50th anniversary celebration raising enough money to send a
A special “Community Celebration
Day” was held on Saturday 30th
September to mark 50 years since
James Peacock School moved to its
current location in Manor Park. The
new buildings replaced the original
“free school” built in 1875 on the
corner of Asher Lane and The Green
(now Adlard Print), which had
become too small for our expanding
village.

container full of educational
equipment there. Prizes included
hotel stays at Radisson Blu and Mr &
Mrs Smith’s Boutique Hotel, as well
as a Radley handbag, Starbucks
hamper, restaurant vouchers, fruit
and veg spiralizer, and lots more.
Graham
Wright
RUDDINGTON.info.

via

Bat Hibernaculum

25 years ago in 1992, pupils from
both James Peacock and St Peter’s
Schools attended the closing of a Bat
Hibernaculum,
which
was
constructed as part of the
development of Rushcliffe Country
Organisers provided lots of fun Park.
activities on the day, including
singing, dancing, a “Cava Cavern”, a
1960s Photo Booth and lots of stalls.
Of course, there was birthday cake,
too! Representatives from “The
Green Space” were also there,
explaining how they hope to bring
Ruddington’s former Youth &
Community Centre back into use
(see separate article).
The pupils made a torch-lit visit into
Ruddington Local History Society
carried out research into the
school’s past in order to put up a
display at the event – including many
historic photographs.

As well as celebrating their half
century in Manor Park, the event
hosted by The Mustard Seed Project
showcased all the work the school
has been involved with in building a
new school in Uganda. They also
held a Grand Raffle with the aim of

the 52m long tunnel, set 2m deep.
Inside they saw the specially-made
bat bricks stuck to the walls to
enable the bats to roost inside. After
their visit, the doors of the
hibernaculum were padlocked to
preserve the local bats. A camera

14

crew from Blue Peter also filmed the Whether you’re at home or out and
occasion.
about in Ruddington, please stay
Over the years, the Nottingham Bat vigilant. Don’t answer the door at
Group has monitored the tunnel and home if you’re not expecting visitors
it is now a popular haunt for brown and don’t engage strangers in
conversation at any time.
long eared bats.
If you have any information about
any of these crimes, please call
Distraction crime in
Nottinghamshire Police on 101, or
Ruddington
Crimestoppers anonymously on
The Parish Council has been made 0800 555 111.
aware of some incidents of
Lollipop appeal
distraction crime that have taken
James Peacock School is 50 this year.
place in the village recently.
As a Governor there, I’m currently
One resident had £90 taken from researching all aspects of the
her purse whilst speaking to a man school’s history. At the moment, I’m
of Eastern European appearance trying to trace anyone who may
outside the Co-op on Church Street. have been a lollipop person or
The lady was approached and asked school crossing patroller for the
if she had any change. After taking school.
her purse out of her handbag to
check, the man asked her a series of
questions about its contents presumably to distract her whilst he
stole the cash.
Barbara Breakwell

A second incident occurred outside
the chip shop, but on this occasion
the resident didn’t take out her
purse and nothing was taken.
There have also been reports of a
number of ‘rogue trader’ incidents,
where vulnerable residents have
been over-charged for remedial
works that didn’t need doing.

If you were, I’d be delighted to hear
from you at ruddington2012
@virginmedia.com.
Barbara Breakwell
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