RUDDINGTON DIARY

Friday 1* to Monday 4th June inclusive

The Ruddington Beer & Cider Festival —
Celebrating the event’s 10th anniversary. The
White Horse, Three Crowns and Red Heart
will all be taking part with Morris Dancers,
live music, Indian food and open air BBQ’s.
Please drink responsibly!

Saturday 2", Sunday 3" & Monday 4th June
Painting & Textile Exhibition and Sale at
the Framework Knitters Museum. Artwork
and Textiles at reasonable prices. 11am to
4pm except Sunday 1.30 — 4pm.

Sunday 3rd June

Tea, Coffee & Cakes from 10.00am to
3.00pm in the Education Room (by the lake)
at Rushcliffe Country Park. In aid of FORCP
Reserve Open Day — see summer wildflowers
at the Wilwell Farm Cutting on B680 between
Wilford Village and Ruddington.

Festival Walk — Ruddington Footpaths
Preservation Group’s organised walk led by
Gavin Walker. Ruddington Village and
Environs explored. Meet 2.30pm The Green.
Monday 4th June

Jubilee Picnic at the Flicks — 3 films at
Rushcliffe Country Park. The Princess and the
Frog (U rated) at 3pm, The Muppets (U rated)
at Spm and Super 8 (12A rated) at 8pm. Adm
free - parking £2 off Asher Lane. At 10.15pm,
a Diamond Jubilee Beacon lighting ceremony
will be led by the Mayor of Rushcliffe.
Wednesday 6th June

Ruddington & District Probus Club
presents “Advertising Ephemera and Bric-a-
Brac” by Graham Forty at Ruddington Grange
Golf Club. 0115 921 4139 ext 22 for info.
Friday 8th June

The Western Front Association - “Finding a
Roll — Anglican Army Chaplains in the Great
War” by Linda Parker at St. Peter’s Rooms
7.30pm. Visitors welcome £3.50 incl refresh.
Saturday 9th June

Parish Council Surgery - Meet your Parish
and Borough Councillors to discuss local
issues. 10 to 12 noon, St. Peter’s Rooms.

Tuesday 12th June

Environment & Community Committee
Meeting at St. Peter’s Rooms, comm 7.30pm
Thursday 14th June

“Talk on Dovecotes” by Mrs M Jones.
Ruddington & District Ladies’ Probus Club at
St. Peter’s Rooms comm 2pm.

Friday 15th June

Ruddington Business Partnership — An
opportunity for local businesses to meet and
network. Philo’s, High Street 8am to 9am.
Saturday 16th June

Bike Ride: To Raleigh 125th Anniversary
Event. Short ride suitable for all, mainly off
road. Meet 10.30am outside the Dental
Practice, Wilford Rd. Tel 07824 508535.
Tuesday 19th June

Finance & Policy Committee Meeting at St.
Peter’s Rooms, Church Street comm 7.30pm
Wednesday 20th June

Ruddington & District Probus Club —
Ladies Lunch at the “Country Cottage Hotel”.
Phone 0115 921 4139 ext 22 for info.

Friday 22nd June

Bike Ride: Bumpy Bridleways to Cotgrave.
Short evening ride for thick tyres — please
wear helmet and have lights. Meet 5.30pm
outside Sshokwave Bikes. Tel 07824 508535.
Saturday 23rd June

Patricia Ann Burnett Memorial Sponsored
Walk. See page 5

Out and About — Boots Orchestra at St.
Peter’s Church, comm 7.30pm. Tickets £5 (at
the door or phone 0115 921 1565/0115 921
3144) incl light refreshments.

Saturday 30th June

Miniature Traction Engine Rally — Early
summer event - GCRN Ruddington. Miniature
traction and steam engines, most of which will
be in-steam / operating. The miniature railway
facilities also have rides and train services (to
Loughborough Jct) operate on Sunday.

A LARGE PRINT COPY OF THIS
NEWSLETTER IS AVAILABLE TO
READ IN THE LIBRARY

Ruddington Parish Council,

St. Peter’s Rooms, Church Street, Ruddington, Nottingham NG11 6HA.
Tel: 0115914 6660 Email: office@RuddingtonParishCouncil.gov.uk

Fax: 0115 914 6646

Website: www.RuddingtonParishCouncil.gov.uk

For copyright information, please contact Ruddington Parish Council or visit the website above

June 2012 FREE — MONTHLY Issue No. 29

Ruddington Parish Council

VILLAGE NEWSLETTER

RUDDINGTON POLICE CONTACT POINT

It will come as no surprise in light of
advertised cutbacks, that the Police have
confirmed the closure of the Police Point at
the junction of High Street and Kirk Lane,
which will take place sooner rather than
later. For around a year now, the Parish
Council has been in discussion with the
Police with the aim of keeping the Police
based in Ruddington, which we believe is
absolutely essential. Although the Parish
Council does not have a suitable facility to
simply transfer all the services offered at the
Police Point, it is proposed that the Beat
Manager and PCSO will be able to have
somewhere to complete paperwork, etc. at St. Peter's Rooms, along with the usual
refreshment and toilet facilities. It is also hoped (subject to Listed Building Consent
from Rushcliffe Borough Council) to site a yellow emergency phone at St. Peter’s
Rooms. Although this is not a perfect solution, the Parish Council is determined to
maintain an on-going Police presence in the village. We are optimistic that the Police
will agree to our proposals. Please note that the new facility will not be open to the
general public who will need to contact the police through the usual telephone
numbers. (Parish Councillor Nick Tegerdine, Chairman of the Finance & Policy Committee)
WHAT NEXT FOR THIS CORNER SHOP SITE?
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These pictures, taken in the early 1900’s and in 1972, show the premises before the
police took them over. (Photo’s reproduced from the Village Guide circa 1972)
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NEW PARISH COUNCILLOR
On Thursday 17" May 2012, Annette
Auckland was elected to the Parish
Council for Flawford Ward. Annette
has lived in Ruddington since she was
8 years old and works as a teacher at
Dovecote School in Clifton. She is a
former school governor and a keen
s=an,  SUppoOrter of
local sports
teams. Annette
also has a keen
interest in local
issues including
all aspects of
traffic in the
village, facilities
for younger
people and
making better use of existing facilities
including multi-generational activities.
She wants to promote the ‘localism’
agenda so that the Parish Council
more effectively influences Rushcliffe
Borough Council planning decisions
that impact upon the village.

FURNITURE, FRINGES & FABRICS!
It's been a few months since we last
updated you on new village ventures
— “and then there were three!”

items are the core business of High
Street's newest outlet Kellams.
Patrick Kellam and his family only
began trading from the former HSBC
building on the 1% of March — and

already they have more stock than will
fit into the shop! It's a new and
second hand store offering a wide
range of discounted goods — from
larger items through to clothing, CDs,
DVDs, computer games, handbags,
accessories, knick-knacks and curios.
Patrick says his stock is changing all
the time “so it’s always worth popping
in to find out the latest bargains’.
They offer house clearances, and any
donated items are sold in aid of the
45" Nottingham Boys’ Brigade.
Fringes are being tackled by
Ruddington’s
latest men’s
hairdressing
salon just along
High Street.
Martin’s
Barbers is the
new venture of
former Flynn’s
stylist Martin
Booth — who set
up shop in the former Beauty & The
Barn premises at the end of March.
“Its a lovely historic building with a
homely and cosy environment” says
Martin “and I'm already getting a good
trade from old and new customers
who really like it”. So good, in fact,
that last month he recruited two new
stylists, Greg and Christina, to help
him out at busier times. “And there’s
room to expand upstairs if business
really takes offf’ Pensioners get a
discount from Monday to Thursday,
too.

Fabrics actually used to be made in
that building — a former frameknitting
workshop — but the focus of such
activity is now at Ruddington’s
Framework Khnitters’ Museum on
Chapel Street which opened for the
summer with a brand new gift shop.
“The Little Textile Emporium” is the

responsibility. The district council*
usually does this. If you have grass
cuttings from your property that you
need to dispose of please contact
your local district council* to see if
they offer a service for the collection
of garden waste in your area.
Fly tipping of garden waste should be
reported to the relevant district
council*.”  *Rushcliffe Borough Council

GETTING CHILDREN IN TOUCH
WITH WILDLIFE

The Rushcliffe Wildlife Watch group
enjoyed a close encounter with nature
at their meeting in March when Clive
James from the Rushcliffe Barn Owl
Project came to visit them. Clive
helped the children learn more about
various owl species and their physical
characteristics (Did you know that a
barn owl’s ears aren’t level with each
other? No, neither did we!). He also
explained how barn owl numbers
have been affected by environmental
changes, such as busier roads and
the removal of hedgerows in the
countryside.

After this, there was the opportunity to
meet Misty a tame 3 year old barn owl
who was beautiful and very
friendly. The session then turned into
CSI Barn Owl as the group dissected
pellets to discover what local barn
owls have been eating. Many of the
children (and several adults!) became
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engrossed in this activity — Amelia and
Ellis found 36 tiny bones from a small
mammal. Laura Mayhew-Manchon
(Watch Leader) commented “The
children were really enthusiastic and
asked Clive lots of  great
questions. We all had a fantastic time
— a very big thank you to Clive for
sharing his expertise and giving us the
chance to meet Misty”.

Rushcliffe  Wildlife Watch has lots
more fun activities planned for the
next few months including “Pond
Dipping” (9 June) and “Butterfly
Bonanza” (14 July). The group is
open to any 5-13 year olds (under 8’s
must be accompanied) who are
interested in nature exploration and
meets from 11.00am to 1.00pm at the
Education Room, Rushcliffe Country
Park. If you'd like more information,
please contact Laura Mayhew-
Manchon (Watch Leader) on 07545
131 792 or Lynn Victor (Notts Wildlife
Trust) on 958 8242."

Cheers - Gordon Dyne

COMPETITION ENTRIES 2012
Don't forget to enter the Annual
Garden >
Competition
2012 for Front
Gardens or

Hanging

Baskets, Pots
& Planters.
And keep

taking photos
of your garden
so that can
enter that special photograph in the
Annual ‘Photographic’ Garden
Competition 2012 which is open until
31 August. All entry forms are
available from the Parish Council
Office or on line at the Parish Council
website.




POLICING
Our Beat Manager Ann Gill has
issued the following advice:
Protecting your vehicle from
catalytic converter thieves. We are
working to apprehend them and you
can help us by following this advice to
protect your vehicle. *If you can, park
your vehicle in a locked garage when
it is unattended. *If it's not possible to
garage your vehicle, park it in a busy,
well-lit area as close to your property
as possible. *Consider installing a
Thatcham approved alarm to your
vehicle. Ones that activate if your
vehicle is lifted or tilted are particularly
effective. *Use a catalytic converter
protection device or marking system.
Catalytic converters control and
convert exhaust emissions from your
vehicle into less toxic substances. If
yours is stolen, you will know because
your vehicle’s engine will sound
different. If you suspect your catalytic
converter has been stolen, report it to
us immediately by calling 101.
Police contact numbers:
Dial 101 for non-emergencies
Our Beat Manager is PC Ann Gill —
tel: 07702 141 724
Our PCSO is Jenny Buggy -
tel: 07702 141 722
IN AN EMERGENCY RING 999

GRASS CUTTING
Nottinghamshire County Council has
issued the following:

“We cut the grass five times a year in
urban areas and twice a year in rural
areas. This is for road safety reasons
rather than visual appearance. In
urban areas the grass is cut to 75mm
or below and we do not collect the
grass cuttings. This means that a
lawn-like finish is not achieved. Many
residents and businesses prefer a
lawn-like finish to the grass outside
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their properties and we recognise the
important work that residents and
businesses do in cutting the grass
outside their properties.

We've put together a list of points to
consider when working in a public
space and near to @ traffic:
- Pick a quiet time when there are less
people and cars around
- If the road is busy it is a good idea to
wear a high-visibility ~ jacket
- Do not cut wet grass or when it is
raining  or  visibility is  poor
- Remove stones and other loose
objects from the grass before starting
- Check for metal covers for utility
apparatus, and  hidden  holes
- Stop mowing if people are passing
- If the site is sloping, mow across
with a push mower but up and down
with a ride on mower if there is space
to do so

- When working right by the road
edge, face the oncoming traffic.
We carry out weed control when it is
necessary.

There are a few verges which are
deemed conservation verges due to
the special flora and fauna they
contain. These are only cut once a
year, usually in September.

Many grassed areas in and around
housing estates are not part of the
highway and cutting these is not our

brainchild of recently appointed
manager Paul Baker who wants to
complement the fascinating working
history of our village’s internationally
acclaimed museum with the work of
contemporary textile producers. “All
products are individually made by
craftspeople within a ten mile radius
who often find it difficult to find a
regular outlet for their products” says
Paul. “But now people can come here
to buy hand-made cushions, scarves,
gloves, socks, purses, bags,
brooches, keyrings, fabric cards &
pictures, and much more. So | really
hope villagers as well as visiting
tourists will — support  them’.

Incidentally visitors can browse in the
shop and also visit the Tea Room
without paying an entrance fee for the
museum. (By Graham Wright)

LED BIKE RIDES

These rides are very sociable, mostly
easy-going and usually involve finding
out something/somewhere you didn’t
know of, whether it's a hidden
shortcut, nice cycle path/bridleway or
a good café/pub.

All rides are free and open to all and
will start either outside Sshokwave
Bike Shop or the Ruddington Dental
Practice — see the Diary page for
individual ride details (please note that
unaccompanied children must be over
the age of 16). The rides form part of

2012’s Rural Rides programme, more
details of which are available at
www.ridewise.org.uk

The most popular ride last year was
the Cycle City Ride — a themed ride
where vintage bicycles and dress
were in evidence — with prizes for
Best Bicycle, Best Dressed etc.
Twenty five people rode out, visiting
the former Raleigh sites before a tea
stop at the Lakeside Centre. The prize
for the Best Dressed Man went to Mr
D Cavendish of Ruddington.

This year | plan to do the same mix of
rides as in 2011 and | hope to
organise a bigger better version of last
year’s Cycle City Ride - | am currently
looking for prize/event sponsors for
this. (Julian Bentley)

JAMES PEACOCK’S
EDUCTIONAL FOUNDATION

Do you know any young person
whose birthday is between 1%
September 2000 and 31°' August
2001, who lives in the Parish of
Ruddington but attends a school
outside the Parish of Ruddington?

An Endowment, made by James
Peacock in his Will of 1641, enables
the Trustees of this Foundation to give
each 11 year old boy or girl living in
the Parish of Ruddington, a Bible,
Dictionary and pocket Calculator. The
Trustees have the names of eligible
pupils who attend St. Peter’s Junior
School in the village, but do not have
details of those pupils living in the



Parish but who attend other schools
outside the Parish. If you know of any
child who is in the latter category,
please make a written application
giving the name, address, date of birth
and the school attended to:

The Secretary of the Trustees,

9 Bladon Road, Ruddington,
Nottingham NG11 6DR no later than
Friday 22™ June 2012.

VOLUNTEERS REQUIRED

The Framework Knitters’ Museum is
keen to recruit more volunteers to
assist us in the running of this
important historic site. Do you have
any time to support us in our valuable
work? The museum offers a variety of
opportunities including visitor
services, administration, retail,
gardening, catering and textile
machine demonstrating. We are open
to the public Wednesday to Sunday
from 11am to 4pm (1.30-4pm on
Sundays). Whether you can give us a
day-a-week or a day-a-month, we
would be happy to discuss this further.
Contact Paul Baker on 0115 984 6914

Reproduction of photo’s, etc.

The Parish Council endeavours to
contact all rights’ holders to images
prior to publication. If there has been
an omission, please contact the
Parish Council office at the address
on the back page of this Newsletter.

LIBRARY REVISED HOURS
The library is now open an extra 5
hours per week. The new opening
hours are:

Monday ................. Closed
Tuesday .. .... 9am-1pm & 2pm-6pm
Wednesday . ............. Closed
Thursday . . ... 9am-1pm & 2pm-6pm
Friday ....... 9am-1pm & 2pm-5pm
Saturday ............... 9am-1pm
Sunday .................. Closed

ARE YOU A BUDDING
LEPIDOPTERIST?
Lepidoptery is the study of moths and
butterflies. If this is area interests you,
then you'lll want to know about
Rushcliffe  Country Park’s moth-
trapping session on Friday 22 June.
Held on National Moth Night, the
event aims to record details of some
of the many species that frequent our
Country Park. This year’s National
Moth Night theme is moths found at
brownfield sites, such as old quarries,
disused railway lines and reclaimed

factory sites.

To date, 332 moth species and 25
different types of butterfly have been
recorded in Rushcliffe Country Park.
These include the very rare Six-Belted
Clearwing and Red-Tipped Clearwing,
which were both spotted there for the
first time last year. To help attract the
rarer species on the night, Park
Rangers will be using pheromones to
reel in the male moths. The moth-

The beat was ranked 105" out of 213
beats for all crime levels in 2011-12
(where 1 is the highest crime volume
and 213 the lowest). Over the same
period there was a 21% reduction in
Anti-Social Behaviour, which is
greater than the reduction achieved
across the borough as a whole. When
considering achievements over a
longer period of time, over the last 5
years crime levels have reduced by
41% and Anti-Social Behaviour levels
by 36%.

2010 2011- Change % Change
-2011 2012 2011-12 2011-12

CRIME 315 298 -17 -5.40%

ASB 227 179 -48 -21.10%

FESTIVAL FUN

On Saturday July 14" from 1pmtill
5pm Elms Park will be the venue for
the first Ruddington Festival in 12
years. It will be a chance to celebrate
our village and have fun finding out
just what our community has to offer.
Organised by local residents there will
be demonstrations and entertainment
including Maypole Dancing, the
Community Choir, Tai Chi and Craft,
Dance and Sport Demonstrations and
activities. You will be able to join in a
Tug of War, play skittles or bounce on
a castle. There will be things to make,
things to buy, quizzes and Tombola’s.
There will also be information stalls
from various organisations. We will be
joined by The Mobile Youth Service
Bus and a Fire Engine and there will
be food and refreshments and lots
more!

Make a date, Saturday July 14"‘, and
wander on foot, if possible, down to
Elms Park for a fun filled afternoon
and the chance to meet your fellow
residents!

Entry is FREE (although charges may
apply for some activities). In the
evening the fun continues with various
events happening in the village
including the “White Horse” hosting a
BBQ and a local beers festival, with
children welcome until 8pm.

SEE YOU ON THE 14™ JuLy

VILLAGE SURVEY

Have your say!

The Parish Council is in the process
of delivering a survey to every
household in the village. The survey is
your chance to help the Council to find
out what social, recreational and
sporting activities you are involved in
and whether our current facilities
support these.

Please take a few minutes to fill it in
and return it by June 30™. As
residents of Ruddington, by sharing
your thoughts you can make a
difference to our village, so please
take this opportunity to do so.

il : =

Thanks to Peter Woodhouse for this
picture & caption. “Being carefully
tended for the Village Garden
Competition?”

RUDDINGTON HAS ENTERED THE
BEST KEPT VILLAGE COMP 2012 —
Please try to keep your shop
frontages tidy for the benefit of all.



SPIRIT OF JESUS IN ST. PETER’S
After our appeal in March’s newsletter
for stories of ghostly sightings in
Ruddington, Dorothy Houghton
contacted us to share an experience
she had in St Peter's Church in 1987.
Says Dorothy, who lives in Rainham
Gardens: ‘I prefer to call them spirits
rather than ghosts — we talk in church
about the Holy Spirit and the Holy
Ghost. They are one and the same —
it's just that the word “ghost” can
conjure up a quite negative and
possibly scary image. My experience
had a profound effect on me, and

Back in 1987, Dorothy was finding life
hard going, to the point of not wanting
to carry on. Having lost both her
parents at a young age, Dorothy’s
adult life had also been hit by tragedy
when her daughter died at just six
weeks and she later endured a
traumatic miscarriage. Struggling to
cope with postnatal depression,
Dorothy took refuge in anti-
depressants. She had always
considered herself a  Christian,
believing in the Bible’s teachings and
the existence of Heaven and Hell. But
one day, two Jehovah’'s Witnesses
appeared on her doorstep and told
her that her daughter, Lydia, was not
in Heaven. Dorothy was devastated
and began searching for the truth.
She was praying and attending

Church regularly, but hesitated to give
her full commitment to the Christian
faith. ‘/ was afraid Jesus would hurt
me,” she explains. At her lowest point
and feeling suicidal, Dorothy went to
St Peter’'s Church one Sunday. Whilst
praying, she was looking at the large
wooden cross that's mounted on the
screen in the Church. Dorothy
explains what happened next: ‘/ saw
and felt a presence come down from
the cross. Not a person. Dare | say a
ghost — a spirit. Indeed it was The
Spirit, the Spirit of Jesus. And He was
next to me and He spoke to me.’ From
that day on, Dorothy’s life changed —
she describes it as a ‘miracle healing'.
Her depression lifted and she started
coping again. Now fully embracing the
Christian faith, Dorothy took on a new
way of life. In 1988, she and her
husband Mike adopted a daughter,
Emma, completing their family, and
they’ve never looked back.

In 2010, Dorothy re-published a book,
Your Daughter’s not in Heaven, which
is available from the Honeycomb shop
in the village. She’s also spoken on
Radio Nottingham and Radio Derby
about her experience in St Peter’s
Church and how it’s affected her life. /
knew it was Jesus in Church that day,
she says, ‘I heard His words so very
clearly and | remember them vividly to
this very day.’ (Faye Stenson)

RUDDINGTON POLICING
Inspector P Hallam, Nottinghamshire
Police, would like to report the
following about policing and crime in
Ruddington:

Over the last year there has been
more than a 5% reduction in all crime
in the Ruddington beat. This refers to
17 fewer offences with the greatest
reductions achieved across criminal
damage, violence and vehicle crime.

trapping session starts at 9pm. You
can find out more by contacting the
Visitor Centre at the Country Park.

(Faye Stenson)

Robert James Butler, better known in
the village as Jim, died on 9" May
aged 89. Jim was well known in the
village as he ran Butler's Newsagents
for 25 years until his retirement in
1982 and served as a Parish
Councillor from 1961-1964. Pictured
with his wife Sarah, he also leaves his
two daughters Barbara & Lynn, along
with five grandchildren and seven
great-grandchildren.

GARDEN PARTY
Ruddington Women'’s Institute held a

very successful
Fashion Show in
[ e April by the
Edinburgh  Woollen

INSPIRING WOMEN  \vis  and made a

profit of over £300.
This will be presented to our two local
museums.
Our next major fundraiser is on
Saturday 30" June when we will be
holding our ANNUAL GARDEN
PARTY at 200 Loughborough Road
from 2pm to 4pm. Tickets are £3 from
members or at the gate, and everyone

is welcome. Profits from this event will
be donated to the Friends of
Rushcliffe  Country Park (FORCP).
Our darts team had a very good
season and won the South of the
River Trophy. Thanks to the staff and
customers of the White Horse Public
House who make us very welcome
and encourage us all the way.
Ruddington WI welcomes visitors and
new members to all our meetings.
See the diary page for more
information.

HELP BEAT BLOOD CANCER
On Saturday 23™ June there will be a
sponsored walk at Rushcliffe Country
Park in memory of Pat Burnett and to
raise funds for Leukaemia &
Lymphoma Research.

Patricia Ann Collins was born in
Normanton on Soar and was one of
seven children. In 1965 she married
Peter Burnett who grew up in
Ruddington and although they lived
for a time in Derbyshire and
elsewhere, they moved back to the
village in 1976 to live in Peter’s family
home. The couple have two sons,
Stuart and Andrew, and Pat was
delighted when her first grand-
daughter was born. She was a very
family orientated person who was an
active member of the WI and worked
as a volunteer in the Honeycomb. She



also served on the Parochial Church
Council and was an active member of
the church, with commemorative
hymn books in the Hermitage. Pat
was diagnosed with Leukaemia in
2007 as a result of a routine health
check and although she responded
well to treatment, she died suddenly in
December 2007. Peter has organised
the sponsored walk which can be half
a mile “Round the Lake”, 1.2 miles
“Beauty of the Park” or 5k (3 miles)
around the “Perimeter of the Park”.
You can take your time, bring your
dog (on a lead) and the children, and
take as many breaks as you like on
one of the many park benches. There
are refreshments available by Friends
of Rushcliffe Country Park and more.
For entry details go to
http://tinyurl.com/pat-burnett-walk  or
ring 0115 921 2271 / 0775 144 3974.

GOLF IN RUDDINGTON
Following on from our series about
businesses on the edge of the village,
did you know that Ruddington has one
of the foremost golf courses in the
country? And you can join us from as
little as £12.56 a week depending on
the Membership you have. We also
do a discounted rate for under 25s

If you have ever considered taking up
the game of golf, now would be a
good time as the club has vacancies
for all classes of membership and is
keen to encourage new members.
There are free lessons on offer and

lots of help so that you will get the
best out of a most rewarding pastime
and sport. It is also an excellent way
for both men and women to get some
exercise, some fresh air, make new
friends and enjoy the benefits of the
clubhouse and a well stocked golf
shop. If you prefer, you can simply
become a social member as the club
hosts a full range of social events
throughout the year or you can hire
out rooms for private functions. If you
want to know more about becoming a
playing member, come along and
meet the Director of Golf, Ilan
Gelsthorpe, who will point you in the
right direction. Or, ring 0115 9214139
and ask for more information.
Ruddington Grange - more than just a
Golf Course. (John Pownall)

REPLY TO “ON YER BIKE”
| was alarmed by
some of the views

e A expressed in the
@é@ @@&@ "On yer bike" article

in May's
Newsletter. The overall thrust of the
piece, i.e. questioning the

implementation/use of the shared
Cycle-Footpaths on Wilford Road and
Clifton Lane, is a reasonable
argument that | agree with. It is wrong,
however, to imply that cyclists should
not use the road - cyclists have every
right in law to do so and, need it be
pointed out that cyclists (like everyone
else) fund the roads through their
Council Tax payments? Also, when
there is a choice between riding on a
poor cycle path (blocked by parked
cars, bins, etc) and the road, it is often
safer to use the road.

Another unfortunate sentence in the
piece referred to "Driving on our
village roads can be tricky...but with
the addition of (often wobbly) cyclists

in the middle of the road, it can be
downright dangerous" - the majority of
cyclists | see on our roads are
reasonably, or very, competent. | do
see some younger cyclists riding on
pavements and at times a little
carelessly but it seems very unfair to
label all cyclists as dangerous.

I'm sure the piece was intended to
flag up some of the writer's
unpleasant experiences, but it came
across as an attack on cyclists
generally, which is unfortunate. Local
cycling organisation Pedals works to
engage with the authorities on issues
such as cycle lanes, but of late there
has been little response from some
local authorities. Perhaps the writer
would like to join me on one of the
bike rides that | am organising this
year? Hopefully she could see
another side of cycling. (Julian Bentley
Accredited Cycle Instructor & Driving and
Motorcycle Licence Holder)
*Editor’s note: Julian Bentley was not the
only reader to express an opinion on this
article. We have received a number of
responses with a variety of opinions — not
all of them agreeing with either Faye who
wrote the original item, or with Julian.
Thanks to everyone who took the trouble
to write / email.

LIS SCHEME AWARDS

The annual Nottinghamshire County
Council Local Improvement Scheme
awards honoured nine groups and
individuals from across the county for
their work in their local community.
Pictured with county councillor Reg

Adair are the Friends of Rushcliffe
Country Park Sue Jackson, Dorothy
Pearson and Jenny Smith who
pickedup an award on behalf of
volunteer John Randall. The Park
recently saw a 22 metre labyrinth
opened after a request from visitors.

NEW BUSES FOR RUDDINGTON

Village residents will benefit from two
brand new buses being added to
Ruddington’s most direct city service
this month.

Trent Barton has announced that two
“Optare Solo SR” buses (pictured) will
join their fleet — and used on the
“Ruddington Connection” route that
serves our village and Clifton via
Wilford and Trent Bridge to
Nottingham. The operator's Team
Leader Christian Allen-Clay told us:
“The investment into this is in the
region of £250,000 and will see the
Ruddington Connection carrying Trent
Barton’s new identity. Optare is a
British Company which we are proud
to be working with”. It is claimed that
“the state-of-the-art buses feature the
latest environmentally friendly engines
and fuel efficiency technology and
give the lowest emissions”.

The new buses are a little longer than
the existing dedicated vehicles on the
route and will accommodate up to 37
seated passengers as well as
dedicated room for buggies and
wheelchair users. This should be
welcome news for commuters,
following recent frustration that some
buses have been full and unable to
pick up further passengers at peak
times. (Graham Wright)



