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RUDDINGTON DIARY  
 

Friday 2nd March 

Pilates Flow - New class at St. Peter’s Rooms 

on Fridays from 11.30am to 12.30pm.  

Sunday 4th March 

Tea, Coffee & Cakes from 10.00am to 

3.00pm in the Education Room (near the lake) 

at Rushcliffe Country Park.  

Footpath Walk - An organised walk - 

Radcliffe on Trent Riverside Walk. Meet 

2.30pm on The Green. 

Monday 5th March 

Fitness for Seniors (Zumba Gold) – £3.50. 

St. Peter’s Rooms 2.15pm to 2.55pm  

Pulse Dance Fitness – At the Village Hall. 

8pm to 9pm – £3.50 per session. 

Tuesday 6th March 

Finance & Policy Committee Meeting at St. 

Peter’s Rooms, Church Street, 7.30pm 

Wednesday 7th March 

Ruddington & District Probus Club 
“Wateraid” a talk by Peter Davison at 

Ruddington Grange Golf Club.  

Scrabble – Come and have a dabble at a game 

of scrabble. New venue: the White Horse Inn, 

Church Street 2pm. 

Ruddington Local History & Amenity 
Society AGM followed by Members Evening. 

8pm at St. Peter’s Rooms, Church Street. 

Thursday 8th March 

“Galapagos Islands” – by Jo Walker 

presented by Ruddington & District Ladies’ 

Probus Club at St. Peter’s Rooms 2pm. New 

members welcome.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday 10th March 

Parish Council Surgery – Meet with your 

Parish, Borough and County Councillors to 

discuss local issues. 10am to 12 noon in the 

Hall at St. Peter’s Rooms. 

Wednesday 14th March 

‘Stained Glass’ by Mick Stokes presented by 

Ruddington W. I. at St. Peter’s Rooms 

commencing 7.15pm.  

Sunday 18th March 

Early Spring Wildflowers at Wilwell Cutting 

Nature Reserve. Meet 2pm at the road 

entrance on B680 between Wilford Village 

and Ruddington 

Tuesday 20th March 

Parish Council Meeting at St. Peter’s 

Rooms, Church Street commencing 7.30pm 

Wednesday 21st March 

Ruddington & District Probus Club AGM 

at Ruddington Grange Golf Club. Phone 0115 

921 4139 ext 22 for more information. 

Saturday 24th March 

Labyrinth opens at Rushcliffe Country Park. 

A 22mtr, 7 circuit labyrinth is the latest 

attraction to the park and will be opened at 

11am by County Councillor Reg Adair  

Tuesday 27th March 

Amenities Committee Meeting at St. Peter’s 

Rooms, Church Street commencing 7.30pm 

Friday 30th March 

Beetle Drive & Sing Song – in aid of 

NGORA Parents’ School, to be held at the 

Hermitage, 7pm for 7.30pm Tickets £5 from 

St. Peter’s Church Office 0115 878 0579. 
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NEW CLASSES – There are some new classes starting in the village this spring. 
Why not check out the Parish Council website under “WHAT’S ON” to see some of 
the activities that can get you out of the house and ready for the summer. In 
February and March alone, we have Fitness for Seniors (Zumba Gold), Pilates 
Flow and Pulse Dance Fitness classes starting in addition to a huge variety of 
existing classes. Keep your eyes open for more.  
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STOLES KNITTED AT FRAMEWORK KNITTERS’ MUSEUM  
 

 
Andrew Buchanan, Vicar at St Peter's Church in Ruddington, approached the 
Framework Knitters' Museum last autumn. He wanted new Stoles for the church and 
wondered if they could be knitted at the Museum. This commission was a challenge 
for employee Helen Brownett - how to produce something suitable using the circular 
sock machines at the museum. Helen is a talented textile designer and she soon 
worked out what to do. Four Stoles were knitted, lined and embroidered, and were 
handed over just before Christmas. They were dedicated during the morning service 
on Sunday January 31st, and will now be regularly in use. The Framework Knitters' 
Museum was honoured to be selected for such a commission and appreciates the 
fact that Stoles produced in the Museum will be in service at St Peter's for the 
foreseeable future. 

 

ABOUT YOUR COUNCIL TAX 
Ruddington has been fortunate to 
benefit from new housing on Pasture 
Lane, Old Station Road and 
Woodhouse Gardens which has 
helped the Parish Council to maintain 
its Parish Rate without increase for 
the past four years. Additional income 
resulting from an increase in lettings 
of St. Peter’s Rooms and the Village 
Hall as a result of the Parish Council’s 

website has also helped.   
However, 2012/13 will have no 
sizeable increases related to new 
properties and so the Parish Council 
has been obliged to make a modest 
increase to cover the inevitable 
increases in costs. The Parish Rate 
will rise slightly from £97.53 to £99.76 
per year on a Band D property, which 

Ruddington Parish Council 

VILLAGE NEWSLETTER 



   

2 

equates to only 4p per week – or less 
than 2.5%. 
The coming year will see careful 
scrutiny of the Parish’s costs and 
investigate additional ways of 
increasing income to ensure that 
residents continue to receive value for 
money. (By Peter McGowan, Vice 
Chairman of the Parish Council 
Finance & Policy Committee) 

JUBILEE CLUBHOUSE PROJECT 

A charity has been set up to support 
activities in the Jubilee Clubhouse to 
help improve the health and welfare of 
the young of Ruddington. Funds 
available could be used to help meet 
start-up costs e.g. for equipment or 
pay room hire costs for a specific 
period to trial a project with the aim of 
ultimately establishing a new long 
term activity.  ………………………… 

 
The clubhouse is well used at 
weekends in the football season but 
has capacity for daytime activity 
Monday to Friday.  There is also 
capacity for some evening sessions - 
particularly in winter. The charity is 

keen to help stimulate new activities 
and develop benefits to the young of 
Ruddington from this building. 

If you have an idea that could fit in 
with what you have read - why not 
request an application form and see if 
you can attract funding to make your 
idea reality?  The process is simple 
and designed to be user friendly.  
You can get an application form by 
telephoning Stella on 0750 450 4805 
or from the Parish Council Office. We 
look forward to hearing from you!  
(Please note: All bookings for the Jubilee 
Clubhouse are made through Ruddington 
Parish Council and are subject to the 
Parish Council Terms and Conditions of 
Hire.)

            INTERNATIONAL LINKS………. 
In February 2011 Mr Mawer, the 
Deputy Head of St Peter’s School 
visited Vidya Vikasini  I.C.S.E School  
in Mumbai, India as part of the 
school’s International linking project. 
In November last year staff from 
Mumbai came to Ruddington and last 
month Mr Mapperley and Miss 
Seedhouse from St Peter’s escaped 
the snow and cold here to spend a 
few days in the warmer climate of 
India. During their stay they visited the 
school and experienced Indian life first 
hand. The two schools are using 
technology to regularly communicate 
with each other and learn about their 
respective schools, communities and 
lifestyles.  
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SPRING AT WILWELL FARM CUTTING  

“On Sunday 18th March I am leading 
a walk round the nature reserve to 
look at the spring wildflowers. Whilst 
not the most abundant time for them it 
is an opportunity to see the sorts of 
flowers that are ONLY seen in the 
early spring time. Hopefully there will 
also be birds about singing for mates 
and building nests. And if nothing else 
it will be a lovely stroll in the spring 
time sun (fingers crossed) !!!!” Meet 
2pm at the road entrance on B680 
between Wilford Village and 
Ruddington (on right after the ring 
road bridge). Gordon Dyne (0115 
8784842). If you want to see the 
summer wildflowers, why not come 
along to the Reserve Open Day on 
Sunday 3

rd
 June. 

 
MAKING THE MOST OF SELLORS’ 
“At first I couldn’t understand why so 
MANY young people had recently 
starting using the playing field 
casually – just to kick a ball around.” 
This was the comment made by Dave 
Kirby who lives opposite Sellors’ 
Playing Field on Wilford Road. “Then I 
realised the Parish Council has 
permanently left the goalposts up – 
rather than just for organised 
matches. This is a great idea – they’re 
being really well used!”  (Thanks also 
to Graham Wright for reporting this to 
the Parish Council)  

 

WOULD YOU LIKE TO JOIN 
MACMILLAN CANCER SUPPORT? 
“Our local South Rushcliffe Macmillan 
Cancer Fundraising Group would like 
to find members from Ruddington to 
join our small, friendly successful 
group. Our secret is to ask people to 
help as much as they can and no 
more. To find out more about us, 
contact Graham Wallis on  0115 
9375712 or Angela Harris on 0115 
9143450. We are looking forward to 
hearing from you!” 

 
JOHN DEERE TRAINING  

Did you know that the next generation 
of agricultural technologists are being 
trained right here in Ruddington? This 
January, a record 45 apprentices 
signed up to agricultural machine 
manufacturer John Deere’s award-
winning ‘Ag Tech, Turf Tech and Parts 
Tech’ apprenticeship programme. The 
programme trains apprentices to work 
across a range of engineering roles in 
agricultural technology, providing 
essential support to the UK’s farming 
industry. Although the apprenticeship 
is mostly land-based, some of the 
training takes place at specialist 
training provider Babcock’s premises 
at Ruddington Fields Business Park.  
When the apprentices have finished 
their initial training, they will have the 
opportunity to further develop their 
skills and knowledge at the John 
Deere University before starting full-
time employment. Babcock Managing 
Director Alex Khan commented: ‘We 
have already seen the development of 
some exceptionally skilled apprentice 
engineers who will be crucial to the 
future of the UK’s vital agricultural 
development. We’re looking forward 
to working with this year’s new intake.’                
                   (By Faye Stenson) 
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scarves they had knitted themselves - 
a unique selling point - a "USP".

            STREET PARTIES         . 
Nottinghamshire County Council has 
released information for people 
hoping to plan a street party to 
celebrate the Queen’s Diamond 
Jubilee. Communities are advised to 
contact NCC as soon as possible for 
support and advice – 0115 977 4702  
www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/streetparties/

 
HAVE YOU SEEN A GHOST? 

Yes, we’re being serious!  
We’re looking to run a mini-series on 
‘Ghosts of Ruddington’ in the village 

newsletter and 
we’d like your 
help. Our initial 
research has 
already revealed 
details of ghostly 
presences at 
several locations 
across the 

village, including the Hermitage, 
library, The Old Bakehouse (when it 
was still Horspool’s) and the White 
Horse. There are even reports of a 
phantom train being seen running 
along the old line to Nottingham that 
was removed several decades ago... 
Given Ruddington’s size and the 
richness of its history, these stories 
must surely represent the mere tip of 
the iceberg! We’re interested to speak 
to anyone who thinks they may have 
seen a ghost in our village, so if you 
have a story to tell, please email 
newsletter contributor Faye Stenson 
at faye.stenson@blackandwrite.co.uk. 
You can send us details by email or 
we can arrange a face to face 
interview if you prefer.     . 
                                     (By Faye Stenson)

 

                   POLICING 
Our Beat Manager Ann Gill says:  
“PLEASE do not leave your engine 
running and keys in the ignition whilst 
your vehicle is unattended. On several 
occasions during the cold snap, I have 
witnessed vehicles left on the 
driveway with the engine running and 
no-one with the car. We have 
previously had vehicles stolen from 
the village with the keys as a result 
of this lack of security. It only takes 
seconds for someone to jump in the 
driver’s seat and disappear with your 
car! If your vehicle is taken in this 
manner you will not be covered by 
insurance as your insurer will consider 
that you have not taken reasonable 
steps to keep the vehicle secure. 
Please make sure you defrost your 
vehicle windows fully as they need to 
be clear and unobstructed. It is an 
offence to drive without an adequate 
view of the road for which you can get 
a fixed penalty ticket. STAY WITH 
YOUR CAR WHIST YOU DO IT!”  
Police contact numbers:  
Dial 101 – the new non emergency 
number  or IN AN EMERGENCY 
RING 999 

 
             DIAMOND JUBILEE 
As we approach the formal 
celebrations of the Queen’s Diamond 
Jubilee, the Newsletter team would 
like to know if anyone out there has 
any amusing stories about their 
encounters with the Queen – or 
maybe even more interesting “near 
miss’s”. We have a couple on file from 
a previous request but if we get 
enough we can dedicate part of our 
June issue to your anecdotes. Call in 
and ask for Linda or email 
office@ruddingtonparishcouncil.gov.uk  
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The school would be delighted if you 
would like to look at their work and 
see further details of the recent trip at 
www.stpetersindialink.edublogs.org     
             (By Barbara Breakwell) 

 
OUT OF VILLAGE BUSINESSES      
.    .            .    Part 1 
In the same way that out of town 
shopping centres encircle our modern 
cities, our own extended village now 
has many businesses well away from 
the busy high street that we should 
remember to support. 
On page 5 of this issue you can read 
all about the multiple facets of 
Easthorpe Street as it meanders 
towards Loughborough Road.  But if 
you head even further from the centre, 
down Clifton Road, and around 
Camelot Street you’ll find a surprising 
variety of trades being carried out 
along Brookside Road! 

 
For example, did you know that 
Ruddington is home to the country’s 
only surviving Barmen Lace 
manufacturer?  Founded in 1965 
Malmic Lace moved to the 1.7 acre 
site on Brookside Road in 1993.  Here 
200 lace machines produce the UK’s 
only lace as well as speciality 

trimmings for the fashion industry, 
elastic and rigid braid.  The company 
designs many of its own products and 
exports to over 30 countries around 
the world.  So if you’re searching for 
TRUE Nottingham lace this is the only 
brand to look out for! 

For more general needlework 
Creative Embroidery can be found 
along at Unit 4.  But in getting there 
you’ll pass Near & Far Storage & 
Removals, Elaine Langridge’s 
Accounting and Secretarial Business, 
the recently opened Brookside 
Autoservices, Prestige Maids cleaning 
and ironing company and Melbourne 
Flooring Contractors!  Then, if you 
look a little further back, you’ll also 
find IT company Basic Business 
Systems and bespoke furniture 
manufacturers Reflective Designs.  
Last, but not least, there’s SPR 
Racing - another of Ruddington’s best 
kept secrets - which attracts 
customers from right across the 
country to rebuild and service their 
high performance motorbikes using 
its’ state of the art tuning facilities. 
There really is much more to 
Ruddington than initially meets the 
eye – and we’ll unearth some more 
surprises next month! 
(Researched & written by Graham Wright) 

 
A LARGE PRINT COPY OF THIS 
NEWSLETTER IS AVAILABLE 

TO READ IN THE LIBRARY 
  



   

4 

FLOOD RISK SURVEY 
Nottinghamshire County Council is 
developing a Local Flood Risk 
Management Strategy and are 
consulting the public and other 
organisations. To get involved, you 
can take part in their survey which is 
available at …………………………… 
www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/floodrisk
manstrategy and is open until 31

st
 

March 2012. 
 …. DIRECTORY OF ‘FLOOD’ …. .   
………….RESOURCES 
Nottinghamshire County Council has 
produced a document providing links 
on where you can find further advice 
and information about flooding. You 
can pick up the leaflet at the Parish 
Council Office or visit the Parish 
Council website under LOCAL NEWS 
& SNIPPETS – Flood Resources. 

 
                 RUDDINGTON WI 
Why not come along and enjoy an 
evening with us? Our meetings are on 
the second Wednesday each month 
and are held at St. Peter’s Rooms, 
Church Street in the main hall 
commencing 7.15pm. Monthly 
meetings feature a speaker, a themed 
competition or exhibition done by 
members and refreshments. Speakers 

come from all 
walks of life and 
the subject matters 
are always 
interesting and 
varied; they can 
cover anything 
from how to make 

a buttonhole of garden flowers, to the 
life story of a lady in waiting or a 
picture show and historical talk about 
Nottingham.  
There is also a members’ Craft Group, 
theatre visits, day trips and even a 
darts team. Annual events include the 

Garden Day, Harvest Supper, Festive 
Fayre and numerous carol concerts 
and Christmas celebrations with other 
WI groups. 
If you would like more information 
about your local Women’s Institute, 
please ring our President, Mrs Evelyn 
Bedford, on 0115 921 2423. 

“ONE POTATO, TWO POTATO” 
James Peacock School has recently 
created some raised growing areas 
for each class within the school to 
learn about growing vegetables and 
flowers. The children and staff 
wondered if any enthusiastic 
gardeners in the village may be able 
to spare some time and their expertise 
to support them in turning them into 
productive plots? 
If so, please contact Barbara 
Breakwell, one of the School 
Governors, by leaving a message at 
the school office on 0115 914 4225.               

 
Have you renewed your Green Bin 
garden waste collection membership? 
If not, don’t forget to do so as a matter 
of urgency or your collection will 
cease after April 1

st
. 

WELL DONE RUDDINGTON! 
Of Rushcliffe’s 2,359.89 tonnes of 
recycling, Ruddington accounts for 
over 6%. In fact, the recycling centre 
in the Parish Council car park 
adjacent to the Co-op store is the 8

th
 

largest collection point in Rushcliffe 
behind such places as Morrisons 
(Gamston), Asda and Bridgford Road 
car park (both West Bridgford). Keep 
it up and please remember to leave 
the area tidy after your visit. Recycling 

GREEN BIN 
REMINDER 
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which has not been correctly 
deposited in the bins may be taken 
away as rubbish! 

 ………..…SNOW CHIEF……………. 

         
Taken by Barbara Breakwell during 
the snow showers in January. The 
snow chief was built on the wall at the 
junction of Top Road and Asher Lane. 

IN PRAISE OF EASTHORPE ST.  
Ruddington is well known for its 
interesting nooks and crannies, but it 
struck me recently that Easthorpe 
Street really does stand out.  

 
Setting aside Corrie, it might be the 
most interesting street on the planet. 
Writing from memory (it’s chilly 
outside, so I’ll skip the field research) 
what do we have?  …. three pubs, 
fancy dress emporium, terraced 
cottages with hidden courtyard, gift 

shop, old folks’ home, 60’s shopping 
mall, chiropodist’s, historical cottages, 
photographer’s, executive apartments, 
Indian restaurant, conventional 
semi’s, heating engineers, 
undertakers, two hairdressers, hidden 
mansion, country house hotel, car 
dealership, computer business and 
last, but not least, a smallish wood. 
Looking back a few years we can also 
add a fresh pasta shop, doctor’s 
surgery, coffee shop, swimming pool 
emporium, builders’ yard, fireplace 
shop, Thai restaurant and doubtless 
other gems I’ve forgotten. To cap it all, 
there’s even a disappearing 
pavement. I rest my case.  
(Written & researched by Andy Chadwick)

 
       THE DUKE PAYS A VISIT        . 
The Duke of Devonshire called at the 
Framework Knitters' Museum on a 
bitterly cold 
morning early 
in February to 
see what is 
on offer for 
visitors. 45 
minutes were 
scheduled but 
he spent an 
hour and a 
half with us, 
looking at all 
there is to 
see. The Hand Frames were 
demonstrated and he asked many 
pertinent questions. The combination 
of living and working conditions, 
together with the old Chapel, provided 
him with an insight into the hard lives 
of the Framework Knitters and their 
families. He found the place 
fascinating and was very 
complimentary, pointing out that there 
was nowhere else where visiting 
schoolchildren would go home with 


