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Could Rudd be the Best Dressed Village?

Communities in Nottinghamshire are being urged to embrace the
Tour of Britain when it returns to the county on Thursday 8th
September by taking part in Nottinghamshire County Council’s
Best Dressed Town or Village challenge.

Stage five of the showpiece event will pass some of the county’s
most iconic and well-known tourist attractions, with the route
covering areas of sweeping countryside as well as dozens of
towns and villages along the 116-mile route.

Now with just a few days to go until the world-famous cycle race
comes back to Robin Hood Country, the County Council is on the
hunt to find the “best dressed” community.

THE RUDD



The county has previously welcomed
the world’s best cyclists for the 2017
and 2018 editions of the race, with
250,000 spectators lining the route
four years ago and helping to boost the
Nottinghamshire economy by £3.9
million.

In addition to the thousands of visitors
who’ll flock to the county for the event,
a global TV audience of millions will
also watch the race – putting the
international spotlight on our towns
and villages for the day.

Councillor John Cottee, the County
Council’s Cabinet Member for
Communities, said: “The countdown to
the Tour of Britain’s return to
Nottinghamshire is well and truly
underway and the sense of anticipation
is building in our communities who’ll
firmly embrace the spirit of the race, as
they’ve done in previous years.

“Once again, the eyes of the world will
be on our wonderful county and this is
a fantastic opportunity to showcase
what we have to offer.

“I cannot wait to see how this year’s
route will be transformed by residents,
schools, businesses and landowners in
our towns and villages.

“I’m sure everyone will once again rise
to the challenge and make it a day to
remember as we celebrate the return
of some of the world’s top cyclists
racing along our roads.”

In 2018, race organisers singled out
fans

Nottinghamshire for having the best
fans of the whole Tour and praised
communities for embracing the day by
producing a spectacular sea of flags,
bunting and bike displays as the event
passed through the county.

To take part, all you have to do is send
no more than four photos via email to
competitions@nottscc.gov.uk or post
your photos on social media using
#NottsToB. The closing date to submit
your entries is Monday 12th
September.

Please make sure you have permission
from the owners of any buildings or
land you want to decorate.

In need of inspiration? Here are a few
ideas:

• Decorate the route with flags and
bunting

• Create colourful town / village /
window displays

• Get your local community group
involved

• Decorate old wheels or bikes to
display

• Create land art in your local space –
the bigger the better

• The theme doesn’t need to be
bicycle-related; you can showcase your
district heritage, landmarks, famous
people or anything you are proud of

• Celebration of industries is also
encouraged but commercial advertising
will not be counted.
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COVID-19 – latest support and advice

COVID-19 vaccination appointments can still be booked through 119, the NHS
website or by walking in during certain times. You can find walk in times on the
NHS website, www.nhs.uk/coronavirus.

A vaccination site is also now available on Haydn Road in Sherwood.

Children aged 5 to 11 continue to be eligible for a vaccination to help protect
them and those around them from the virus.

A pop-up clinic is now taking place at Clifton Cornerstone, NG11 8EW, every
Tuesday afternoon.

Health and wellbeing hubs also continue to offer advice and support on
receiving a jab, and to answer your questions on vaccinations.

Here in Rushcliffe the next hubs take place at:

• Radcliffe Village Show, Sunday 4th September, from 11.30am to 4.30pm

• Cotgrave, Co-op, Tuesday 6th September from 8.30am to 3.30pm

• Bingham Market Place, Thursday 8th September, from 8.30am to 3.30pm.

http://www.nhs.uk/coronavirus


90th Anniversary of local park

On September 10th 1932, the
Ruddington Parish Council Recreation
Ground (Elms Park/ Carter’s Recreation
Ground) was officially opened by
Samuel Carter.

Samuel was born in Ruddington in
1859, in a cottage that apparently
stood where the current library is. In
1880, he moved to Guelph, Ontario,
Canada, where he was a very
successful hosiery manufacturer and
Mayor from 1913 to 1914. He died
there in 1944.

In the early 1930s, he offered to fund a
recreation ground and swimming baths
for his native village of Ruddington. At
this time, public baths often also
included washing facilities, i.e. baths,
for those residents who didn’t have
such facilities at home.

The proposal was to erect the baths on
the Green but this met with opposition
due to concerns around the effect of
the Rights of Common Act and who
would ultimately fund the baths’
operation. After a couple of years of
debate around costs, site location etc,
the idea was abandoned and the
emphasis was placed on the recreation
ground instead.

Land was subsequently acquired on
Loughborough Road, which was then
levelled and turfed. A pavilion, tennis
courts, bowling green and a cricket
area were ultimately established

The costs were met from Samuel’s gift
of £1,000 and a further endowment of
£1,000. The frontage of the land was
also sold off for housing development.

Samuel Carter returned to Ruddington
in 1932 to officially open the facility
and a plaque on the main entrance
from Loughborough Road
acknowledges his generosity.

The park has changed over the years
and several long-established residents
of the village recall how it was the
venue for the annual Village Fete that
took place there from the 1940s
onwards.

The tennis courts no longer exist, but
the bowling green and cricket area
remain in regular use. The playground
area has been changed over the years,
with the latest update occurring in
2011. There’s now an inclusive
roundabout and fitness activities,
making the area accessible to all.

Barbara Breakwell
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Making the planning system 
work for Ruddington

There are some big changes coming to
the planning system soon, which will
have a positive impact for communities
across Rushcliffe. Planning is one of the
top issues people discuss with me and I
know many people in Ruddington and
the surrounding area are concerned
about the extent of recent
development.

The changes proposed in the Levelling-
up and Regeneration Bill will empower
local councils and communities to
protect green spaces, regenerate
brownfield sites and rejuvenate high
streets. Some of the important reforms
include:

• Abolishing the Duty to Cooperate,
which is a planning rule that has
enabled neighbouring councils to push
thousands of houses, which should
have been built in Nottingham, into
Rushcliffe over the last 8 years

• Introducing Street Vote powers,
which give residents a greater say on
property types and design on their
street, and give local plans more legal
weight with direct input from the
community

• Introducing a new Infrastructure Levy,
which ensures developers are making a
fairer contribution to new
infrastructure

• Protecting against “land banking” by
holding developers to a set timeframe
for

for building new developments.

I’ll be writing to everyone in
Ruddington with more details of what’s
in the Bill and how we’ll benefit in
Rushcliffe. In the meantime, you can let
me know your thoughts on the
planning system and housing through
the planning survey on my website
here: www.ruthedwards.org.uk.

I’d like to thank everyone that came to
speak to me at the Village Market in
July. Nicola Brindley joined me to talk
to residents about the J9 initiative and
how we’re building a network of safe
spaces for survivors of domestic abuse
in Ruddington and across Rushcliffe,
where they can go to access help.

We’ll be taking the J9 initiative to
Parliament soon, in the hope that more
MPs from all parties take it home to
their constituencies and create their
own network of safe spaces. After
that, we’re looking at holding our next
session in Keyworth; if you’re
interested in attending future sessions,
please email me at ruth.edwards.mp
@parliament.uk.

Ruth Edwards, MP
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Events in September 2022

Sunday 4th September

Classic Car Gathering at Nottingham
Heritage Centre (GCRN) - Our monthly
Classic Car gathering showcasing cars &
bikes from throughout the years. (No
railway services.) Contact the NHC for
details and timings.

Saturday 10th September

Come and Sing with the Ruddington and
District Choral Society - St Peter’s Church
from 10am to 12 noon. We will be singing
parts from Faure's Requiem and hope it will
encourage more people to come and join
us! Please visit www.ruddingtonchoral.com
for more information.

Saturday 17th September

Ruddington Village Show - St Peter's
Rooms. Staging of exhibits 8.00 - 9.30am,
judging 9.30 - 11.00am, show opens
11.00am - 4.00pm.

Saturday 24th & Sunday 25th September

Miniature Traction Engine Rally at
Nottingham Heritage Centre (GCRN) - One
for everyone with an interest in Traction
Engines. A two-day event hosted by NSMEE
featuring Miniature Traction Engines, all of
which will be in steam at some point over
the weekend. (No rail service.) Contact the
NHC for details and timings.

Friday 30th September

Macmillan Coffee Morning - 10am to 12
noon at Shrimpton Court, off Elms
Gardens. The £1 admission fee includes tea
or coffee and biscuits. There’ll also be a
cake stall and a Grand Raffle. Everyone is
welcome, so please come along and
support Macmillan.
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Ruddington Diary

Regular events

Every Monday

Nappuccinos - 10 am to 11 45 am at The
Hub, 62 Musters Road. A group for parents
and carers with babies aged under 1.
Coffee, cake and chat.

50+ Fun Fitness/Zumba Gold with Erika –
10 & 11am Village Hall – First class Free –
07967 190442 erikazumba@hotmail.
co.uk, www.50plusfunfitness.co.uk

Renew Green Spaces - 11am to 1pm,
Hareham Allotments. An opportunity to
meet, grow plants and grow relationships.
Contact Sam Hackett at sam.hackett@
ruddingtonbaptist.org.uk to find out more.

First & third Mondays of the month

Ruddington Craft Group - 10am - 12 noon
at St Peter's Rooms. Tuition, most
materials and refreshments included for
£3.50 fee. Bring your own essentials
(scissors, glue etc.) Newcomers welcome,
experience or expertise not essential.

First & fourth Mondays of the month

Heat'n' Eat - 12.30pm to 2pm at St Peter's
Church. Two course hot meal with soft
drink£1 per person. Booking essential, via
Eventbrite Heat n Eat Ruddington. Email
ruddoffice@gmail.com if you have any
dietary requirements. 5th Sept & 26th Sep.

Third Monday of the month

U3A General Meeting - 2pm at the
Methodist Church. Speaker, information
about

Parish Council Meeting
Tuesday 13th September 2022

Commencing at 7.30pm. All meetings 
open to the public; you can share your 

views on any agenda item.

http://www.gcrn.co.uk/contact-us/
http://www.ruddingtonchoral.com/
http://www.gcrn.co.uk/contact-us/
mailto:erikazumba@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.50plusfunfitness.co.uk/
mailto:sam.hackett@ruddingtonbaptist.org.uk
mailto:ruddoffice@gmail.com
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about interest groups and a cuppa . Any
potential new members not in full time
employment or who are semi-retired /
retired, are welcome to attend as a visitor.

Every Tuesday

Swing into Shape – 60+ class, 11am -
11.45am at the Village Hall, Wilford Road.

Ruddington Community Choir – 8pm to
9:30pm at the Methodist Church.

First Tuesday of the month 6th Sept 2022-
2nd May 2023

Methodist Fellowship – 2:30 pm at the
Methodist Church. Varied programme. All
welcome. Please note the change of day.
Varied programme, all are welcome

Every Wednesday

Coffee Club – 10 am to 12 noon at St
Peter’s Rooms. For over 55s.

The Ruddington Pantry – 12:30pm to 1pm
at St Peter’s Rooms.

Renew Café – 2:30pm to 4pm at The Hub,
62 Musters Road. Arts, crafts and games.

Second Wednesday of the month

Women’s Institute – St Peter’s Rooms
7.15pm. 14th September: 'The Woodland
Trust' - Gerald Price.

Last Wednesday of the month

Ruddington Gardener’s Association – 7pm
at The Hermitage. 28th September: Plants
for Dry Shade withMichael Fisher.

Every Thursday

The Postnatal Plan – 11am to 12.30pm at
The Ruddington Arms. Mother & baby
support group.

First Thursday of the month

Hearing Aid Clinic - 11:30am to 12:30pm
at St Peter's Rooms. Contact via www.hear

together.org,uk to find out more.

Third Thursday of the month

Ruddington Rhythm - All styles of live
music and song (open mic). 8pm - 11pm at
the Cottage Hotel, Easthorpe Street. Free.

First & Third Friday of the month

Click, Clack, Chat - 10.30am - 11.30am at
Ruddington Library. Calling all knitters,
cross-stitchers and crocheters! Bring along
your latest project and have a chat. Free.

Every Saturday

Methodist Coffee Morning – 10:30am to
12 noon at the Methodist Church.

First Saturday of the month

Ruddington Village Market - 9am to 12
noon on The Green. Over 50 stall holders
offering quality crafts, produce and
provisions to take away.

Second Saturday of the month

Rushcliffe Wildlife Watch – 11am to 1pm,
meet outside Education Room, Rushcliffe
Country Park, Mere Way, Ruddington.
Sessions cost £2-£3. Contact Geoff East at
rushcliffewatch@nottsswt.co.uk for
details.

Every Sunday

The Ruddington Pantry - 4pm to - 4.30pm,
St Peter's Rooms.

Spiritual Light Centre – 6.30pm – 8pm at
Framework Knitters Museum Chapel.
Divine service with a visiting medium.
Healing during service. Refreshments
afterwards.

First Sunday of the Month

Coffee & Cake – 10.30am – 12 noon, St
Peter’s Rooms. Call Sylvia & Derek
Sanderson on 0115 984 3523 for details.

http://www.heartogether.org,uk/
http://www.heartogether.org,uk/
mailto:rushcliffewatch@nottsswt.co.uk


8

Ruddington Pantry

During July, the Pantry received
814.55kg of donations. 805.4kg of that
was redistributed to 587 people locally
and 9.15kg was disposed of. A total of
1,972.40kg has been diverted from
landfill to date.

Ruddington celebrates

Local resident Chris Perry has produced
a special limited edition book of 57
photographs taken at Ruddington’s
celebrations to mark the Queen’s
Platinum Jubilee in June.

The images include depictions of
knitted decorations around the village,
displays in shop windows and activities
which took place on The Green and in
St Peter’s Church – as well as happy
customers outside several Ruddington
pubs!

If you’d like one of the remaining copies
(£10), please contact Chris on 07853
552 205.

Joy Slade

Dog fouling fines issued

Two dog owners have faced £100 fines
for failing to clean up after their pets at
Boundary Road Park in West Bridgford.

This follows a borough-wide Dog
Control Public Space Protection Order
(PSPO) being introduced in July to
further tackle irresponsible dog control
across the borough.

Under the new powers, dog owners
must carry a bag or have other means
to pick up dog waste after their pet
when taking them for a walk, or face a
possible £100 fine if unable to produce
one on request.

The PSPO also allows further action to
be taken on those who don’t observe
dog exclusion zones. These now apply
to all children's play areas, multi-use
games areas, skate parks and gym
equipment zones which are either
fenced or enclosed across the borough.

In Ruddington, the dog exclusion zones
are the play areas on Vicarage Lane, St
Mary’s Close and Sellors Playing Field,
plus the multi-use games area on
Vicarage Lane.
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Freda Holland

Freda Holland, who worked in
Phethean’s Chemist on High Street in
Ruddington, turned 100 on 18th July. As
well as receiving a card from the
Queen, Freda received a bouquet of
flowers from Ruddington Parish
Council.

Recalling her time at Phethean’s, Freda
said: “It’s been a dispensary since 1905
and was run by three generations of the
Phethean family until 1993. It was then
sold to a larger company, originally
under the Manor Pharmacy brand.”

With thanks to Sheila Forman

Rushcliffe Country Park receives 
16th consecutive 

Green Flag Award!

Rushcliffe Country Park has received its
16th consecutive Green Flag Award,
acknowledging the green space as one
of the best parks in the UK.

The outdoor area has once again been
named amongst 2,208 UK parks and
award

green spaces that have received the
award, which sets the benchmark
standard for the management of
recreational outdoor spaces across the
UK and around the world.

Rushcliffe Borough Council’s Portfolio
Holder for Communities and Climate
Change, Cllr Abby Brennan, joined the
Friends of Rushcliffe Country Park
volunteer group and Council
representatives to raise the flag.

The award is a sign to the public that
the space boasts the highest possible
environmental standards, is beautifully
maintained and has excellent visitor
facilities.

Residents urged to join 
Community Cohesion Network

Our partners at Rural Community
Action Nottinghamshire (RCAN) are
calling on residents to help establish
and join their Community Cohesion
Network.

The aim of the Network is to make sure
opinions on our emerging policies and
strategies can be heard from diverse
communities across the borough.

Whether you’re a community leader of
a group or organisation, or an individual
resident, if you’re interested in getting
involved with assisting with diversity
priorities across our council work and
services, please email enquiries@
rcan.org.uk or call 0115 697 5800 to
find out more.

mailto:enquiries@rcan.org.uk


That’s a good sign!

Former Parish Councillor Barbara
Breakwell is well known for her
proactivity in Ruddington over very
many years: helping to run various
groups, assisting villagers and
businesses to solve numerous
problems, addressing traffic issues, and
generally making life in Ruddington
better for us all.

From establishing Ruddington Fun – to
being a James Peacock School Governor
– to being the driving force behind
getting a safe, new footpath for Pasture
Lane residents – to setting up the
Ruddington & District U3A – to
donating her own special Royal Oak
tree for The Green during the Queen’s
Platinum Jubilee this year – the list goes
on.

Barbara frequently advises people: “If
you see a problem or issue, report it!“ A
month ago, she followed her own
advice by contacting Rushcliffe Borough
Council after spotting that half of her
own street, Musters Road, had been
“lost”!

“The development at Wilbur Chase
create

meant a house was demolished to
create the access road to the site,”
explains Barbara. “This resulted in
Musters Road literally being cut in half.

“A new junction was created, with the
road into Wilbur Chase being a
continuation of the bit of Musters Road
from Distillery Street and then
becoming Skylark Drive.

“The trouble was, if you drove in from
The Green down Distillery Street, there
was no street sign to tell you what the
road to your left is. I said it was
confusing and needed a road sign for
Musters Road.”

She adds: “The council agreed and
advised me it would take several
weeks, as the signs are made by a
specialist firm. Well, four weeks later,
we now have signs on both sides!”

Barbara urges all residents and
businesses to report any issues or
problems we see in Ruddington and
says: “I do it because it usually –
ultimately – resolves it!”

Graham Wright via RUDDINGTON.info

Photo credits: Barbara Breakwell
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New beat bobby for Ruddington

Nottinghamshire Police have revealed a
new Constable dedicated to our village.

PC Stephen Piper has joined PCSO
Philip Evans to focus on neighbourhood
policing in Ruddington. He’s promising
to engage with the public and respond
to the key policing priorities here. PC
Piper, who has more than 20 years’
experience as a response officer in the
Metropolitan Police and in
Nottinghamshire, says he’s received a
very positive reaction from residents.

He's already been out and about
meeting members of the public at our
August Village Market (pictured), taken
part in a bike-marking event at
Rushcliffe Country Park and plans to
attend future meetings of Ruddington
Parish Council (RPC).

Motorists may also have spotted him
responding to concerns about speeding
by hitting the pavements with a speed
gun to deter nuisance motorists.

“I’ve enjoyed getting out on foot and
meeting s
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meeting people, and hope to continue
this in the coming weeks,” says PC
Piper. “Being a community officer is
very different to being a response
officer. You get the time to engage with
the community and follow jobs through
from start to finish.

“I’m keen to hear people’s concerns
and look forward to concentrating on
key rural crime issues like speeding and
vehicle crime, which are highlighted to
us all the time.”

Our new bobby reveals he enjoys
cycling and golf when not on the beat.

Also with a new role at Rushcliffe Police
is PC Dan Clarke, who’s become the
beat manager at Keyworth.

Inspector Rob Lawton, Rushcliffe’s
neighbourhood policing inspector, says:
“It’s great news for the communities of
Ruddington and Keyworth to have new
officers in post. Steve and Dan have got
off to a great start and are already
making a difference to the lives of
people who live in those villages.

He adds: “They’ll be keen to hear your
concerns, so if you see them out and
about, please go and say hello.”

Graham Wright via RUDDINGTON.info

http://www.ruddington.info/
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