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Inaugural Rudd Awards honour best of Ruddington

The inaugural Rudd Awards, organised by Ruddington Village
Community Partnership (RVCP), took place at a special awards
evening on Friday 18th November, at St Peters Church.

Compered by BBC Radio Nottingham Drivetime presenter Verity
Cowley, the awards celebrated 19 independent businesses,
individuals and community groups who are helping Ruddington
village to thrive by building a community hub and prosperous
high street.

Winners were announced across six categories, with a different
local business sponsoring each award, with an overall Heart of
Ruddington award recognising outstanding service to the village.

THE RUDD



Following a buffet provided by The
Next Episode and sweet treats from
many of Ruddington Village Market’s
artisan bakers, the first honour of the
night, the Young Star, sponsored by
Ideagen, was won by local youngster
Joshua Brooks.

The judges were moved by his kindness
and dedication in saving his pocket
money to support The Mustard Seed
Project, which helps families in rural
Uganda. The judges commented: “He’s
shown such generosity and maturity to
save so much money for people he
doesn’t know and will probably never
meet.”

Local retailer Perkins was awarded the
coveted Village Retailer or Service
award, supported by True Story, with
judges “blown away by the sincerity
and the volume of praise for Perkins”.
Nominations described Helen and
Simon as “brilliant, polite,
knowledgeable and obliging”, all of
which was picked up by the judging
panel who recognised the retailer as a
real asset to the local community that
we’re very lucky to have on the High
Street.

The third award of the night,
Community Group, backed by My Care,
Ruddington Retirement Village, went to
Ruddington’s Yarn Ninjas. In addition to
making knitted blankets for premature
babies and for end-of-life care, judges
noted the many respondents
highlighting that “This group brings
JOY!!”, lifting the spirits of both the
knitters

knitters and everyone who sees their
work around the village.

Emma Scott from the Yarn Ninjas, said:
“On behalf of all of our hardworking,
talented Yarn Ninjas, we are thrilled to
receive such fantastic recognition with
this award. We couldn’t have imagined
when we started just over a year ago
that the wonderful Ruddington
community would enjoy our displays so
much. A big ‘thank you’ from us all.”

Following a short interval, the awards
continued with the Volunteer or
Fundraiser award, sponsored by MHR,
being presented to Carol Jaggers.

Judges recognised Carol’s dedication,
range and length of service in the
village, plus her volunteering across
various organisations including the
Brownies and Guides. One respondent
said: “She is amazing…without her
there would be no Ruddington Pantry
or over 55s Coffee Club.”

The Framework Knitters Museum was
awarded
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awarded the Sports, Leisure and
Culture award, sponsored by
Ruddington Grange Golf Club.
Described as a “hidden gem in
Ruddington”, the judging panel noted
the museum’s important role in
“putting Ruddington on the cultural
map,” while praising its volunteers as
passionate and welcoming.

Sarah Godfrey, the museum’s manager,
said: “It was a perfect occasion, good
food, great venue and excellent
company. We were surprised to win
and we couldn’t wait to share the
lovely award with our team of
dedicated employees and volunteers.”

Rounding off the publicly-nominated
awards was the hotly-contested Village
Hospitality Business award, sponsored
by Quotient Sciences, which went to
eco-friendly food and drink specialist,
The Bottle Top.

The judges recognised the outlet’s role
in helping to “create a vibrant spirit in
the village” and joined others in
praising “their welcoming staff, the real
ales, coffees and what they’ve
achieved with a small space in a short
time.”

The final and most eagerly anticipated
award of the night was the Heart of
Ruddington award, supported by main
event sponsor Artex and decided by
the Awards Committee. This special
honour recognises someone who’s
made an outstanding contribution to
Ruddington Village as an exemplary
member of the community. It was
awarded

awarded to Barbara Breakwell for her
tireless and selfless commitment to
supporting local causes.

The Committee noted that Barbara is a
true representative of what a key
community volunteer is, by always
helping out others. Many members of
the public highlighted her involvement
in numerous local initiatives, and how
she features positively and prominently
in every aspect of village life.

Speaking of her unexpected win,
Barbara said: “I’m very surprised! Very
humbled and very, very surprised. After
living in Ruddington and working as a
teacher for 14 years, when I retired, I
wanted to engage myself in the
community as much as possible.

“I became a Parish Councillor, School
Governor and started Ruddington Fun
for families to do activities in the
holidays. I wanted to make Ruddington,
where I live, the best place I could. I’m
proud.

“Thank you to the Rudd Awards for not
just acknowledging me, but everyone
else in the village, whoever they are
and however they’re contributing.”

Mike Ader, Chair of RVCP said: “The
awards night was a spectacular
celebration of the good and the great
that make Ruddington such a special
place to live and work. So many people
and organisations are committed to
helping our community to thrive, and it
was wonderful to give them such
worthy recognition on the night.
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“As our Heart of Ruddington award
winner, Barbara represents the local
pride and selfless dedication shared by
so many members of our community. I
extend my congratulations not only to
Barbara and all of our winners, but to
everyone who was nominated for
these very special inaugural awards.”

The full list of winners, runners up and
highly commended finalists can be at
www.rvcp.org.uk.

Well done to you all!

Editor’sNote:

Congratulations to the Friends of
Rushcliffe Country Park and Ruddington
Pantry for being shortlisted for the
‘Environmental Project or Group’ and
‘Health and Wellbeing’ awards
respectively, at the Celebrating
Rushcliffe Awards on 24th November.
You’ll find full details of these awards in
the Latest News section at
www.rushcliffe.gov.uk.

First admissions (reception) and 
Infant to Junior transfers (year 3) 

– September 2023

Applications for first admissions
(reception) and transfers from infant to
junior/primary (year 3) for September
2022 are now open for children living
in Nottinghamshire.

Children who are 5 years old between
1st September 2023 and 31st August
2024, or who are transferring from an
infant school (year 2) to junior
education (year 3) in September 2023,

and require a school place for
September 2023, need to apply before
the closing date of 15th January 2023.

Please take care to apply on time as it
will increase your chances of being
offered one of your preferred schools.
If you need help with your application,
please call Nottinghamshire County
Council on 0300 500 80 80.

All parents of known Nottinghamshire
children eligible to apply should have
been sent an application pack to their
home address in November.

Parents of children who live outside
Nottinghamshire should contact the
relevant local authority for information
about applying.

We recommend you apply online at
www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/admissio
ns, where you’ll be able to view the
outcome of your application on
National Offer Day, 17th April 2023.

Please read the oversubscription
criteria carefully for your preferred
schools and use all four preferences.
Applications for admission to year 3 in
the normal admissions round will be
considered only for those schools that
normally admit children at year 3.

You can find lots of useful information
in the “Admissions to schools: Guide
for parents 2023-2024” and the
“Admissions to schools: School
information 2023-2024” leaflets. These
can be read or downloaded at the
Admissions website above.

Nottinghamshire County Council

http://www.rvcp.org.uk/
http://www.rushcliffe.gov.uk/
http://www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/admissions
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Remembrance Twinning

After a lengthy break in activities due
to the Covid-19 pandemic, the
Twinning Sub-committee has resumed
Ruddington’s close ties with our friends
in Grenay.

In France, Remembrance Day is on 11th
November each year, no matter on
which day it falls.

This year, the people of Ruddington
were represented in Grenay by Peter
and Deirdre McGowan, Ernie and
Doreen Gadsby, and Paul and Ann
Tarlton-Weatherall, who laid wreaths
on our behalf.

After a quick turnaround, we
welcomed four visitors from Grenay, on
12th and 13th November. Grenay sends
representatives to our memorial every
year.

This time they were the Mayor,
Christian Champire, his wife, Michelle,
and Bernard and Carole Jeannot, who
all laid flowers in the name of the
people of Grenay.

As ever, there was a poignant Service
of Remembrance at our War Memorial
with

with an impeccably-observed silence
followed by a service in St. Peter’s
Church.

Our guests were made very welcome
by everyone they encountered.

We intend to broaden our horizons
again and are looking at new Twinning
activities in the New Year.

In the past, we’ve had groups of young
people come to visit, Ruddington Colts
have had reciprocal football visits, and
our Ruddington Community Choir has
done the same.

Our Sub-committee is growing and is
full of very enthusiastic people. Why
not come and join us – you’ll be made
very welcome!

Please contact the Parish Council Office
on 0115 914 6660 or email office@
ruddingtonparishcouncil.gov.uk for
more information.

Or, if you have any suggestions for
future Twinning activities, please let us
know. We’re always open to new ideas.

Paul Reedman, Twinning Sub-
committee

mailto:office@ruddingtonparishcouncil.gov.uk
mailto:office@ruddingtonparishcouncil.gov.uk
mailto:office@ruddingtonparishcouncil.gov.uk
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Christmas tree 
shredding reminder

If you’ve asked the Parish Council to
collect and shred your Christmas tree,
our Groundstaff team will collect it on
Monday 9th or Tuesday 10th January
2023. Don’t forget to leave your tree
outside by 8am on the day of
collection!

If you’ve forgotten to book a collection,
don’t worry. You can take your tree to
be recycled at West Bridgford Recycling
Centre on Rugby Road. You’ll need to
pre-register your vehicle with the tip,
but booking slots are no longer
needed. Find out more at www.veolia.
co.uk/nottinghamshire/recyclinginform
ation.

Hearing Aid clinics change

The monthly Hearing Aid Clinic will
now take place on the first Thursday of
the month at 10am to 11am in the
Committee Room at St Peter’s Rooms,
not the Hall. The change will take effect
from January 2023.

For more information about the clinics,
please make contact via www.hear
together.org.uk.

Meet our new Parish Councillor 

Katharine (Katie) Anderson has recently
been co-opted to the Parish Council
and now represents Manor Ward. We’d
like to welcome Katie on board.

“I’m a retired widow with many family
members around the world. My son,
grandson and his half-sister live in
Nottingham,” says Katie. “I’ve lived in
Ruddington for three and a half years
but have been associated with the
village for some six or seven years. I’ve
had several jobs, from Maths teacher
to Management Consultant.”

“As a Parish Councillor, I know that
many people are concerned that the
number of houses built around the
village are not supported by an
increase in facilities and infrastructure;
healthcare, parking and schools to
name but a few.”

You can contact Katie through the
Parish Council office.

There are still some vacancies on the
Parish Council. If you’re interested in
getting involved, please contact the
Parish Clerk, Claire Dorans, on 0115
914 6660 to find out more.

https://www.veolia.co.uk/nottinghamshire/recyclinginformation
http://www.heartogether.org.uk/
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Window Display winners

The Parish Councill’s annual Business
Window Display Competition took
place in December 2022. It was lovely
to see some of Ruddington’s newer
businesses receiving awards and
hearing how much they enjoyed taking
part. The winners were:

• 1st – Zing Interiors. A real ‘glitzy’
display.

• 2nd – Perkins Hardware. They never
fail to come up with a wonderful
display. This time it had a gingerbread
men theme, all lovingly handmade by
the owners.

• 3rd – Tomlinson Estates. Santa on a
swing enjoying some time out from his
busy schedule.

Huge thanks to the judges and to Cllr
Graham Fletcher, Chairman of the
Parish Council, for presenting the
awards. Thinking caps on for 2023!

Cllr Marion Pell

Ruddington Pantry update

During October 2022, the Pantry
received 807.15kg of donations.
797.50kg were redistributed to 502
people locally and 9.65kg were
disposed of.

A total of 4.46 tonnes has been
diverted from landfill to date.

Ruddington Rhythm

This local music night is closing down
until I can find another venue to host
the events. I hope it won’t be too long
before we’re up and running again.

Thanks to all who have supported
Ruddington Rhythm in the past.

Ron McSweeney, 07850 77 0477



Regular events

Every Monday

Nappuccinos - 10 am to 11 45 am at The
Hub, 62 Musters Road. A group for parents
and carers with babies aged under 1.
Coffee, cake and chat.

50+ Fun Fitness/Zumba Gold with Erika –
10 & 11am Village Hall – First class free –
07967 190 442 erikazumba@hotmail.
co.uk, www.50plusfunfitness.co.uk

Renew Green Spaces - 11am to 1pm,
Hareham Allotments. An opportunity to
meet, grow plants and grow relationships.
Contact Sam Hackett at sam.hackett@
ruddingtonbaptist.org.uk to find out more.

Ruddington & District Choral Society –
Term time only – 7.15pm St Peter’s School.
More info at www.ruddingtonchoral.com.

First & third Mondays of the month

Ruddington Craft Group - 10am - 12 noon
at St Peter's Rooms. Tuition, most materials
and refreshments included for £3.50 fee.
Bring your own essentials (scissors, glue
etc.) Newcomers welcome, experience or
expertise not essential.

First & fourth Mondays of the month

Heat'n' Eat - 12.30pm to 2pm at St Peter's
Church. Two course hot meal with soft
drink. £1 per person. Booking essential, via
Eventbrite Heat n Eat Ruddington. Email
ruddoffice@gmail.com if you have any
dietary requirements.
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Ruddington Diary
Third Monday of the month

U3A General Meeting - 2pm at the
Methodist Church. Speaker, information
about interest groups and a cuppa.

Every Tuesday

Swing into Shape – 60+ class, 11am -
11.45am at the Village Hall, Wilford Road.

Ruddington Community Choir – 8pm to
9:30pm at the Methodist Church.

First Tuesday of the month 6th Sept 2022-
2nd May 2023

Methodist Fellowship – 2:30pm, at the
Methodist Church. Varied programme, all
welcome. Admission £2 inc. tea & biscuits.

Every Wednesday

Coffee Club – 10 am to 12 noon at St
Peter’s Rooms. For over 55s.

The Ruddington Pantry – 12:30pm to 1pm
at St Peter’s Rooms.

Renew Café – 2:30pm to 4pm at The Hub,
62 Musters Road. Arts, crafts and games.

Every other Wednesday

Bloomin Dementia - Music in Mind.
10.30am to 12 noon at the Village Hall.
Singing and dancing. Free. 4th & 18th Jan.

Second Wednesday of the month

Women’s Institute – St Peter’s Rooms
7.15pm. 11th January: ‘A Craft Evening’ –
Debbie Bryan.

Last Wednesday of the month

Ruddington Gardener’s Association – 7pm
at The Hermitage.

Every Thursday

The Postnatal Plan – 11am to 12.30pm at
The Ruddington Arms. Mother & baby
support group. At

Parish Council Meeting
Tuesday 24thJanuary 2023

Commencing at 7.30pm. All meetings 
open to the public; you can share your 

views on any agenda item.

mailto:erikazumba@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.50plusfunfitness.co.uk/
mailto:sam.hackett@ruddingtonbaptist.org.uk
http://www.ruddingtonchoral.com/
mailto:ruddoffice@gmail.com
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First Thursday of the month

Hearing Aid Clinic – 10am to 11am at St
Peter's Rooms in the Committee Room.
Visit the website at www.heartogether.
org.uk for more info.

Third Thursday of the month

Ruddington Rhythm – Closed down until
another venue is found. See article.

First & Third Friday of the month

Click, Clack, Chat - 10.30am - 11.30am at
Ruddington Library. Calling all knitters,
cross-stitchers and crocheters! Bring along
your latest project and have a chat. Free.

Second Friday of the month

Ruddington Writers’ Group - Ruddington
Library, 2pm-3:30pm. 20th Jan.

Every Saturday

Methodist Coffee Morning – 10:30am to
12 noon at the Methodist Church.

First Saturday of the month – NOT
JANUARY

Ruddington Village Market - 9am to 12
noon on The Green. Over 50 stall holders
offering quality crafts, produce and
provisions to take away.

Second Saturday of the month

Rushcliffe Wildlife Watch – 11am to 1pm,
meet outside Education Room, Rushcliffe
Country Park. Sessions cost £2-£3. Contact
Geoff East at rushcliffewatch@nottsswt.
co.uk for details.

Every Sunday

The Ruddington Pantry - 4pm to - 4.30pm,
St Peter's Rooms.

Spiritual Light Centre – 6.30pm – 8pm at
St Peter’s Rooms. Divine service with a
visiting medium. Healing during service.
Refreshments afterwards.

First Sunday of the Month

Coffee & Cake – 10.30am – 12 noon, St
Peter’s Rooms. Call Sylvia & Derek
Sanderson on 0115 984 3523 for details.

Volunteers wanted
Your local community needs you!

Rushcliffe Community & Voluntary
Service are calling for more volunteers
to help older and vulnerable people to
maintain their independence, to
support people with loneliness or who
have difficulty getting out and about.

Times have been really tough with the
pandemic and all its impacts. There’s a
growing need for our Transport,
Befriending and Housekeeping
services. We are here for local people,
designing services that deliver on their
individual needs – whether that’s
practical help or simply offering a
friendly face.

If you can spare two hours a week, call
us on 0115 969 9060 or email

admin@rushcliffecvs.org.uk.

Why volunteer?

Being a volunteer will build your
confidence and self-esteem, give you
new skills, provide valuable work
experience and boost your career
options. It will also help improve your
health and wellbeing and introduce
you to new people and experiences.

If you’re looking to make a difference
in your local community and are caring,
we’d love to hear from you!

http://www.heartogether.org.uk/
mailto:rushcliffewatch@nottsswt.co.uk
mailto:admin@rushcliffecvs.org.uk


50th anniversary book

Five years ago, I suggested recording
the 50th Anniversary of James Peacock
School. Fast forward to now and a free
publication has been made available to
anyone who attended, worked at or
was a Governor at the school, courtesy
of the Co-op Local Community Fund.

Requests for a copy have come from
near and far, with the furthest away
being from Tracy in Australia.

I asked Tracy about her connection to
Ruddington. “My mum’s family, the
Wearmouths, lived on Elms Park from
the 1960s. I went to James Peacock
when I lived with my grandma in 1974. I
then lived in the village between the
ages of 14 and 31.

“My first job was at Fox and Finch, the
lace factory on Brookside Road, and l
also worked at Cooper and Roe. In 1999
I decided to take a 12 month working
holiday in Australia and loved it so
much I made it my home.

“My mum loved the village and lived on
The Green for 30 years until she passed
away in 2018. We planted a tree in her
name on the Country Park the following
year. My stepfather and aunt still live in
the village and before Covid-19, I would
visit every couple of years.”

If you’d like a copy of the book, the
Parish Council Office staff have offered
to hold some copies. Just visit the
Parish Council Office in St Peter’s
Rooms during office hours (9am to
12.30pm, Monday to Friday) and ask for
one.

Alternatively, you can email me at
ruddingtonfun@virginmedia.com to
request a copy.

Barbara Breakwell

Swing into Shape

It’s now a year since the Ruddington
Swing into Shape 60 plus class
relocated to our new home.

We outgrew the Chapel at the
Framework Knitters Museum, so we
moved into the Village Hall in October
2022. Thank you to the Parish Council
who kept me informed when the hall
became available.

Also, thank you to my lovely class for all
your support! You make everything
worthwhile and I’m so lucky to have
such a great group of people.

We laugh together (and cry sometimes)
– long may it continue.
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mailto:ruddingtonfun@virginmedia.com


If you’d like to join us, you’ll be made
most welcome. Classes take place on
Tuesday mornings from 11am to
11:45am.

Teresa Thomspon

Tell your knitted life story

Starting on Wednesday 4th January
2023, the Framework Knitters Museum
is partnering with the Knitted Lives
project to capture as many stories
about knitters and knitting as they can.

Maybe you learnt from your grandma
when you were a child. Maybe you like
to knit when you’re at the dentist.
Maybe you knit jumpers and blankets
for refugees. Maybe you just like to
make socks, socks and more socks.

Maybe you have a great yarn bombed
post box in your street. Maybe you’ve
never tried knitting at all but want to
remember someone who knitted things
for you.

We want to know about your knitted
wonders and knitted disasters as well as
the woolly items that are loved and
those that are loathed.
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Each month, the Knitted Lives project
will provide a different knit-related
prompt on Instagram. The only
requirement is to include the hashtag
#myknittedlife so everyone can find,
like, comment on and share posts.

Follow @knitted.lives on Instagram to
find out more, and be the first to find
out the prompt each month. Tell your
friends – the more stories we have, the
better.

About the Knitted Lives Project

Knitted Lives is a celebration and
exploration of knitting in all its forms
from the mundane to the magnificent.

From woolly wonders to dropped stitch
disasters, the Knitted Lives project
captures different voices and
viewpoints on the joy, love, bonding,
frustration and solace of knitting, giving
a glimpse under the knitted blanket into
the hidden life of the everyday knitter
and those who receive their wares.

How do knitters think, interact and
create? What is their knitted history
from their first stitch, through to their
proudest moment? Who did they knit
with, where and when?

For 2023, the doors are open, and
everyone is invited to contribute their
own stories and memories of knitters
and knitting.

For more information, please visit
https://knittedlives766021861.wordpre
ss.com/.

https://knittedlives766021861.wordpress.com/


Nottingham Roosevelt Memorial 
Travelling Scholarship

Did you know there’s a scholarship to
travel to America that’s only open to
Nottinghamshire residents?

It’s called the Nottingham Roosevelt
Memorial Travelling Scholarship. It’s
focused on young people (aged
between 21 and 35), who live in
Nottingham and are in employment. So,
if you are, or you know anyone else,
who could be eligible, please read on.

The idea behind the scholarship is that
the more people travel and meet other
cultures, the better we all become. It
was set up in Nottingham to honour
President Franklin Delano Roosevelt
and so focuses on travel between
Nottinghamshire and the USA.

Many cities put up statues to the
President for the role he played in
helping end World War II, but
Nottingham chose to have a living
memorial – the scholarship.

Applicants choose a subject that they’re
passionate about which will benefit
from development by a visit to the US.
This can be any subject; it doesn’t have
to be related to their work. It’s hoped
that by developing the project, they’ll
bring

bring back new info from the States to
benefit the scholar, their employer and
the county.

You can choose the timing of your
travel as long as it’s completed by the
end of 2023. The scholarship is for six
weeks and consists of a return flight to
New York plus a bursary of £1,500.

Applications start in January and are via
an on-line form from the website:
https://rooseveltscholarship.org/how-
to-apply/. There’s then a two-stage
interview process in Nottingham and
then at County Hall West Bridgford. The
deadline for applications is Friday 3rd
March.

Previous scholars have found this a life
changing experience. You travel alone
in the States meeting amazing people
and becoming immersed in US life. Your
network grows, you learn more about
your topic and come back full of energy
and enthusiasm. It builds your self-
belief and confidence and looks great
on your CV.

You can find out more on the website
or at the NRMTS Facebook page.
There’s an enquiry form you can fill in
on the website if you have any specific
questions.

Please pass on information about this
unique opportunity to friends and
family – or apply yourself if you’re
eligible.

Russ Blenkinsop

1983 Scholar and NRMTS Secretary
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Support Ruddington causes with 
the Co-op Local Community Fund

The three beneficiaries of this year’s
Local Community Fund are The
Ruddington Pantry, Ruddington &
District U3A and 1st Clifton Scout
Group. All three will receive cash from
the latest round of funding, which runs
for 12 months from 24th October 2022.

Member Pioneer for Ruddington and
Clifton, Gwen Eyre, explains: “The
Ruddington Co-op store and the Co-op
Funeralcare in Clifton are really excited
to be working with these three causes
in the coming year.

“Anyone can apply for a membership
card for £1. Then, every time a member
shops at Co-op, 2p for every £1 spent
goes into your individual membership
account. The same is then split
between national organisations which
align with Co-op’s vision of cooperating
for a fairer world and local causes
selected by Co-op staff, with each
receiving 1p per £1 shop.”

You can select the local cause you
would like to support from the three
options
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options. If you don’t select a specific
cause, the Co-op will share the funds
you raised equally between all three.
Members can also log into their
account and change the cause they
support at any time.

The Ruddington Pantry said it will use
the money to buy an additional fridge-
freezer and ambient storage capacity in
St Peter’s Rooms: “We would like to
buy comfortable seating so visitors can
stop for a hot drink and a chat.”

Ruddington & District U3A commented:
“We aim to hold targeted sessions to
provide our members with knowledge
and information relating to physical,
financial, personal safety and health
issues.”

And 1st Clifton Scout Group said it
would like to provide a free-to-all-
sections group camp and day trip for its
youngest section, the Squirrels: “This is
the first section of its kind to be
initiated in our district.”

You can find out more about the Local
Community Fund, and how you can
become a Co-op member at
www.coop.co.uk/membership.

Graham Wright via RUDDINGTON.info

http://www.coop.co.uk/membership
http://www.ruddington.info/
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New railway bridge drops in

Key step forward for ambitious Great 
Central Railway Reunification scheme

The railway landscape in Loughborough
has changed again as a new railway
bridge has been lowered into place
over the A60 Nottingham Road.

It’s part of a project to reconnect two
separate halves of the Great Central
Railway, creating an 18-mile heritage
line anchored in the town that will run
right through to Ruddington.

A crane capable of lifting 500 tons lifted
the two new 80-ton bridge decks into
place over the weekend of the 19th and
20th of November (pictured below).
The structure replaces a previous
bridge built in the late 1890s, which
was beyond economic repair.

The new bridge will carry two railway
lines. One is already in place to link the
northern half of the Great Central
Railway to the national rail network.
The second will be laid in the final stage
of work to bring the two halves of the
Great Central together.

“We promised 2022 would be the year
of the A60 bridge and we’re really
proud

proud to have delivered!” said Andy
Fillingham, chairman of the Friends of
the Great Central Main Line, the group
which has championed the project.

“It’s only happened, though, because so
many people responded to our
fundraising appeal. Working together,
we’ve now got three parts of the
Reunification project in place. We’re so
grateful to everyone who shares our
passion for this transformational
project. You’ve helped us build up quite
a head of steam!”

The Reunification project involves
seven phases of work. The replacement
of the A60 bridge joins another new
built bridge over the national rail
network and a refurbished canal bridge
on the list of elements that are now
‘ticked off’.

Meanwhile, more than £1m has already
been raised for two future phases.

With comparatively low headroom by
modern standards, the old bridge was
sometimes hit by careless drivers in
vehicles too tall to fit underneath.

An innovative design means the new
bridge has an extra three inches of
headroom without lowering the road or
raising the railway, neither of which was
a practical option.

During the lifting operation two crash
protection beams were put in place.
Each weighs 20 tons, is filled with
concrete, and will protect the bridge
from being struck in future. These are
pictured
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pictured below.

“We hope to have more news in early
2023 about how Reunification will
continue,” added Andy Fillingham.

“We’re seeing donations arrive from all
over the world as well as the East
Midlands. When completed, the 18-
mile railway will serve the local area,
creating jobs and promoting
sustainable tourism.

“Every time we take a step forward, it’s
so exciting for everyone involved. We’d
like to say a heartfelt ‘thank you’ for all
the support.”

The Great Central Railway has a
YouTube channel featuring films of the
work to the A60 bridge in progress and
providing more information about
Reunification.

All donations received are directed
towards the Great Central Railway’s
official supporting charity, the David
Clarke Railway Trust, which holds a
dedicated fund for the Reunification
project.

To make a donation, please text UNIFY
to 70970 or donate online at
www.gcrailway.co.uk/unify.

Cost of living grants

Voluntary organisations and community
groups helping Nottinghamshire
residents can now apply for two new
Local Community Fund (LCF) cost of
living grants. £450,000 in total has been
set aside for the 17-month scheme.

The first grant available is for groups
helping those who are struggling to buy
nutritious food to help improve health
and well-being.

The second grant is aimed at groups
who need a contribution towards their
own rising energy bills to help keep
their welcoming and warm centres and
halls open across the county.

Groups can now apply for up to £5,000
from both grant funds, with
applications closing on Sunday 29
January 2023. This date is for the first of
three funding rounds, with applications
expected to re-open in the Spring.

For details of eligibility and how to
apply please visit www.nottingham
shire.gov.uk/lcf.

These new funds form part of the
£700,000 package of support recently
announced by Nottinghamshire County
Council to help those most affected by
rising food and energy costs.

For further financial support and
advice, please visit the council’s
dedicated cost of living support page at
www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/business-
community/cost-of-living-support.

http://www.gcrailway.co.uk/unify
http://www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/lcf
http://www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/business-community/cost-of-living-support
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Digital Recovery business grants still available
Eligible high street businesses, or established high street business groups, can still
get support from Rushcliffe Borough Council’s Digital Recovery Grants, to help
them further adapt and improve their online presence or sales.

Small to medium size retail, hospitality, personal care, leisure, tourism and other
enterprises in the Borough can access up to £1,000 of funding over and above
other COVID-related central government grant support by visiting the Funding for
Businesses webpage at https://www.rushcliffe.gov.uk/business/coronavirus-
businesssupport/fundingforbusinesses/.

Part of the authority’s recovery plan from the pandemic, the funds allow
businesses to create or improve a website, seek advice and support on improving
their social media presence, or create greater online transactional capability.

The money can also be used to aid local retail groups or traders’ associations
supporting or enhancing the development of, for example, an online market place
for their town or village.

Applicants must be a High Street business which pays business rates to the
Borough Council or receives small business rate relief, with between one and 30
employees. Please note that projects must be match-funded. All appropriate
licences and permissions must also be in place; please visit the above webpage to
read the full criteria for funding.

Rushcliffe Borough Council’s Deputy Leader Cllr Andy Edyvean said: “There’s still
funding available for high street businesses through our Digital Recovery Grant as
another way to support businesses who’ve adapted quickly in light of the
pandemic and who may need a further boost to reach out to new and existing
customers.

“We know many businesses already have a great online presence, but we’re aware
hundreds of small to medium sized enterprises still need every ounce of support.
Business owners should apply as soon as possible if they have digital plans in mind.
Please email econdev@rushcliffe.gov.uk if you have any questions.”

mailto:office@RuddingtonParishCouncil.gov.uk
http://www.RuddingtonParishCouncil.gov.uk/
https://www.rushcliffe.gov.uk/business/coronavirus-businesssupport/fundingforbusinesses/
mailto:econdev@rushcliffe.gov.uk
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