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The Bard is back in Ruddington!

Following the success of their debut ‘al fresco’ appearance in our
village over the summer, Nottingham Shakespeare Company have
announced they’re returning to Ruddington early in the New Year
to treat us to their next production by The Bard.

Appropriate to the season, this time they’re presenting ‘A
Winter’s Tale’ and bringing their “stripped back, inclusive and
accessible shows” in from the cold. One of the six dates for NSC’s
first indoor tour is inside St Peter’s Church on 3rd February 2023.

Their Artistic Director, Michelle-Louise Wright (pictured overleaf),
says: “We really knew very little of Ruddington before we
brought ‘The Comedy of Errors’ to The Green in the summer and
we were overwhelmed by the size, support and friendliness of
the audience.

THE RUDD



“Everyone really responded with joy
and enthusiasm; from the little kids at
the front, to the teenager, on the bike,
who told us we were better than the
*ahem* ‘nonsense’ on the TV. The
church has welcomed us with open
arms, too, and we are really looking
forward to returning!”

She regrets this time entrance is not
free, because indoor shows come with
much higher staging costs. However,
NSC has allocated 20% of its tickets as
‘pay what you can’ to help those
struggling with the cost-of-living crisis.

Nottingham Shakespeare Company say
what makes them ‘different’ is that
they are determined to welcome all to
William Shakespeare’s works by
actively seeking theatre makers and
audiences who may not feel
represented by Shakespeare.

“We cast ‘blind’. We don’t have any
fixed ideas. If a younger actor can rock
Malvolio or a wheelchair user can ace
Beatrice then we will cast them”
explains Michelle-Louise.

“Our ensemble has featured brilliant
actors, particularly from the disabled,
LGBTQ+ and neurodivergent
communities, and from all levels of
experience, and we have thrived
because of that diversity. We don’t lose
any of Shakespeare’s language or
‘translate’ but you are immediately
swept into the story.

“Our actors and directors work with
the script actively, not a lot of sit-down
reading, using their whole body and
voice to connect with the words and
therefore with the audience.”

Shakespeare’s ‘The Winter’s Tale’ will
be staged in St Peter’s Church in
Ruddington on Friday 3rd February
2023 at 7pm. It will run for around 90
minutes, with no interval.

Tickets cost £15 for adults and £12 for
concessions plus a booking fee. You can
buy them on Eventbrite at
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/shakes
peares-the-winters-tale-tickets-
484869727407.

Graham Wright via RUDDINGTON.info

Santa says a big “Thank you!”

Santa Claus and his helpers from the
Rotary Club of Rushcliffe would like to
thank everyone who contributed
towards the raising of £9,000 when
Santa and his sleigh visited local areas
in December.

The club is grateful to Sandicliffe
Motors for generously loaning and
decorating the towing vehicle and to
Nott
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https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/shakespeares-the-winters-tale-tickets-484869727407
http://www.ruddington.info/
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NotCutts and Morrisons at Gamston for
allowing the sleigh and volunteers to
spend time on their premises.

During December the sleigh, usually
accompanied by Santa, undertook 10
evening collections and paid 11 trips to
garden centres and supermarkets.
Keeping to this ambitious programme
would not have been possible without
the help of volunteers from our
communities.

A very special “thank you” goes to over
50 volunteers, both individuals and
members of local groups, who braved
the uncertain weather to knock on
doors or stand holding collecting
buckets.

All the money raised from the sleigh
rounds goes into the Club’s Benevolent
Account and is used solely to support
good causes. The club is always keen to
hear from local groups, engaged in
community work, who might benefit
from a grant. You can contact the club
via our website or on Facebook.

Best wishes for 2023 and thanks you
for your continuing support.

The Rotary Club of Rushcliffe

Get around for £2 in Notts

Nottinghamshire residents are
currently paying less to get around by
bus, thanks to the Government’s £2
bus fare cap.

From 1st January to 31st March, a
single bus journey will cost no more
than £2 on most routes across England,
including in Nottinghamshire where
operators will be adopting the scheme.

The fare cap is part of the
Government’s Help for Households
scheme aimed at tackling the cost of
living across the country.

Passengers travelling on services across
Nottinghamshire, including those
operated by Nottinghamshire County
Council, will be able to benefit from the
cap and get around for £2.

Councillor Neil Clarke MBE, Cabinet
Member for Transport and
Environment, said: “This is excellent
news for bus passengers in
Nottinghamshire and I welcome this
Government initiative. Though this
scheme is short-term, we hope that as
many Nottinghamshire residents as
possible will take advantage of it.”

For more information about how this
scheme is running with local bus
operators, please visit operator
websites.

More information about bus travel in
Nottinghamshire can be found at
https://www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/tr
ansport/travel-notts.

https://www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/transport/travel-notts
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A new venue for 
Ruddington Rhythm

The Conservative Club is the place to
be on the third Thursday of each
month as we start our 8th year. It's
'open-mic' so performers of all genres
are very welcome to join the regular
acts and audience members.

It's still free (except for the RR raffle)
and club membership is not required.
Join us from 8pm to 11pm.

Ron McSweeney, 07850 77 0477

Events at Ruddington Library

The following events take place
regularly at Ruddington Library on
Church Street:

• Storytime and Craft, and Rhyme,
Rattle & Roll – alternate Tuesdays at
10:30am*

• After school drop-in sessions – every
Thursday from 3:45pm to 5pm*

• Coffee mornings – every Thursday
from 10:30am to 12 noon

• Writers’ Group – alternate Fridays at
2pm

• Lego Club – alternate Saturdays from
10:30am to 12 noon*.

* indicates that parental supervision is
needed for these events.

Help to Hear dates for 2023

These monthly clinics provide hearing
aid maintenance and support in the
community for people with NHS
hearing aids. The clinics take place on
the first Thursday of the month in St
Peter’s Rooms.

The dates for 2023 are:

• 2nd February

• 2nd March

• 6th April

• (No May clinic)

• 1st June.

To find out more, please visit
www.heartogether.org.uk.

COVID-19 vaccine latest

A reminder that booster jabs are being
offered to everyone aged 50 and over,
as well as those who are at highest risk
from serious illness such as pregnant
women, people with long-term health
conditions, and frontline health and
social care workers.

Those eligible at this stage can book an
appointment for a booster by calling
119 or using the NHS website at
www.nhs.uk/coronavirus. Please book
an appointment when you are invited
to do so.

Health and wellbeing hubs in Rushcliffe
continue to offer advice and support on
receiving a jab and where you can have
your questions answered on
vaccinations – please visit www.
rushcliffe.gov.uk/coronavirus for details
of forthcoming hubs.

http://www.heartogether.org.uk/
http://www.nhs.uk/coronavirus
http://www.rushcliffe.gov.uk/coronavirus
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New interest group for 
Ruddington U3A

Help with the effects of grief and loss

It is intended that this group will help
members by enhancing their health
and wellbeing. Anyone who has
suffered the loss of a partner, husband
or wife is invited to become a member.

Initially, it is intended that the group
should share and discuss their needs
and wants to help them deal with the
grief and loss. Then as a group, we can
plan the way forward for us to help
each other.

If you are interested, please contact
Eileen Marlowe by email at
eileenbooker27@gmail.com or call
07730 566 999.

Funding boost for 
Ruddington Pantry

A community food pantry which
welcomes residents across the Borough
has been supported by Rushcliffe
Borough Council (RBC’s) Reach
Rushcliffe project, assisting their efforts
to reduce food waste, food mileage
and support the local community.

The Ruddington Pantry project has
become increasingly popular as it
reaches out to provide surplus food
that would otherwise be thrown away,
close to sell by date products and local
produce reducing food miles.

It also provides an inclusive social
space that brings people together from
the

the local community, further tackling
social isolation and loneliness.

RBC is pleased to further support the
voluntary efforts of those who run the
group with the funding designed to
assist projects who help those who are
vulnerable, socially isolated or lonely.

The new funding has enabled
organisers Carol Jaggers and Gwen Eyre
to purchase a large chest freezer which
is vital for increasing the amount of
food that can be frozen and distributed.

Our Cabinet Portfolio Holder for
Communities and Climate Change, Cllr
Abby Brennan, and the Mayor, Cllr Tina
Combellack, met the co-ordinators and
volunteers at the Pantry last week to
see how the community fridge is
making a difference to local residents.

Ruddington Pantry update

During November and December 2022,
the Pantry received 1,287.6kg of
donations. 1,263.4kg were
redistributed to 1,239 people locally
and 12.2kg were disposed of. A total of
5.71 tonnes has been diverted from
landfill to date.

mailto:eileenbooker27@gmail.com


Events in February 2023

Friday 3rd February

A Winter’s Tale – performed by the
Nottingham Shakespeare Company at St
Peter’s Church, 7pm. Tickets cost £15 for
adults and £12 for children, plus booking
fee. See front page.

Thursday 7th February

Public meeting – 7pm in the Committee
Room at St Peter’s Room. See page 9.

Wednesday 8th February

Nursery Open Hour at James Peacock
Infant & Nursery School – 1:30pm to
2:30pm. You’re invited to come along with
your child and explore our amazing nursery
setting! It’s a great opportunity to look
around our nursery provision, meet the
staff and see what we have to offer.

Regular events

Every Monday

Nappuccinos - 10 am to 11 45 am at The
Hub, 62 Musters Road. A group for parents
and carers with babies aged under 1.
Coffee, cake and chat.

50+ Fun Fitness/Zumba Gold with Erika –
10 & 11am Village Hall – First class free –
07967 190 442 erikazumba@hotmail.
co.uk, www.50plusfunfitness.co.uk

Renew Green Spaces - 11am to 1pm,
Hareham Allotments. An opportunity to
meet, grow plants and grow relationships.
Contact Sam Hackett at sam.hackett@
ruddingtonbaptist.org.uk to find out more.
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Ruddington Diary
Ruddington & District Choral Society –
Term time only – 7.15pm St Peter’s School.
More info at www.ruddingtonchoral.com.

First & third Mondays of the month

Ruddington Craft Group - 10am - 12 noon
at St Peter's Rooms. Tuition, most
materials and refreshments included for
£3.50 fee. Bring your own essentials
(scissors, glue etc.) Newcomers welcome,
experience or expertise not essential.

First & fourth Mondays of the month

Heat'n' Eat - 12.30pm to 2pm at St Peter's
Church. Two course hot meal with soft
drink. £1 per person. Booking essential, via
Eventbrite Heat n Eat Ruddington. Email
ruddoffice@gmail.com if you have any
dietary requirements.

Third Monday of the month

U3A General Meeting - 2pm at the
Methodist Church. Speaker, information
about interest groups and a cuppa.

Every Tuesday

Swing into Shape – 60+ class, 11am -
11.45am at the Village Hall, Wilford Road.

Ruddington Community Choir – 8pm to
9:30pm at the Methodist Church.

First Tuesday of the month 6th Sept 2022-
2nd May 2023

Methodist Fellowship – 2:30pm, at the
Methodist Church. Varied programme, all
welcome. Admission £2 inc. tea & biscuits.

Every Wednesday

Coffee Club – 10 am to 12 noon at St
Peter’s Rooms. For over 55s.

The Ruddington Pantry – 12:30pm to 1pm
at St Peter’s Rooms.

Renew Café – 2:30pm to 4pm at The Hub,
62 Musters Road. Arts, crafts and games.

Parish Council Meeting
Tuesday 14thFebruary 2023

Commencing at 7.30pm. All meetings 
open to the public; you can share your 

views on any agenda item.

mailto:erikazumba@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.50plusfunfitness.co.uk/
mailto:sam.hackett@ruddingtonbaptist.org.uk
http://www.ruddingtonchoral.com/
mailto:ruddoffice@gmail.com
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Every other Wednesday

Bloomin Dementia - Music in Mind.
10.30am to 12 noon at the Village Hall.
Singing and dancing. Free. 1st& 15th Feb.

Second Wednesday of the month

Women’s Institute – St Peter’s Rooms
7.15pm. 8th Feb: ‘The Mary Rose’ – a talk
by Kathy Powis.

Last Wednesday of the month

Ruddington Gardener’s Association – 7pm
at The Hermitage. 22nd Feb: AGM.

Every Thursday

The Postnatal Plan – 11am to 12.30pm at
The Ruddington Arms. Mother & baby
support group. At

First Thursday of the month

Hearing Aid Clinic – 10am to 11am at St
Peter's Rooms in the Committee Room.
Visit the website at www.heartogether.
org.uk for more info. See page 4 for dates.

Third Thursday of the month

Ruddington Rhythm – All styles of live
music (open mic) .8pm to 11pm at the
Conservative Club, 1 Kempson Street.
Entrance on the High Street. Free entry.

First & Third Friday of the month

Click, Clack, Chat - 10.30am - 11.30am at
Ruddington Library. Calling all knitters,
cross-stitchers and crocheters! Bring along
your latest project and have a chat. Free.

Second Friday of the month

Ruddington Writers’ Group - Ruddington
Library, 2pm-3:30pm.

Every Saturday

Methodist Coffee Morning – 10:30am to
12 noon at the Methodist Church.

First Saturday of the month

Ruddington Village Market - 9am to 12
noon on The Green. Over 50 stall holders
offering

offering quality crafts, produce and
provisions to take away.

Second Saturday of the month

Rushcliffe Wildlife Watch – 11am to 1pm,
meet outside Education Room, Rushcliffe
Country Park. Sessions cost £2-£3. Contact
Geoff East at rushcliffewatch@nottsswt.
co.uk for details.

Every Sunday

The Ruddington Pantry - 4pm to - 4.30pm,
St Peter's Rooms.

Spiritual Light Centre – 6.30pm – 8pm at
St Peter’s Rooms. Divine service with a
visiting medium. Healing during service.
Refreshments afterwards.

First Sunday of the Month

Coffee & Cake – 10.30am – 12 noon, St
Peter’s Rooms. Call Sylvia & Derek
Sanderson on 0115 984 3523 for details.

Volunteers wanted
Rushcliffe Community & Voluntary
Service are calling for more volunteers
to help older and vulnerable people to
maintain their independence, to
support people with loneliness or who
have difficulty getting out and about.

Times have been really tough with the
pandemic and all its impacts. There’s a
growing need for our Transport,
Befriending and Housekeeping
services. We are here for local people,
designing services that deliver on their
individual needs – whether that’s
practical help or simply offering a
friendly face.

If you can spare two hours a week, call
us on 0115 969 9060 or email
admin@rushcliffecvs.org.uk.

http://www.heartogether.org.uk/
mailto:rushcliffewatch@nottsswt.co.uk
mailto:admin@rushcliffecvs.org.uk


Help shape where you live 

Become a Borough or 
Parish Councillor in 2023

You can become a Borough or Parish
Councillor in 2023 and help shape the
area where your family, friends and
neighbours live by representing them
on your local council.

Rushcliffe Borough Council are inviting
residents to stand as a borough, town
or parish councillor at this year's
elections.

That’s the message from Rushcliffe
Borough Council who oversee local
elections every four years, and are
appealing for more members of
communities across the Borough to
stand this year and represent their
fellow residents and stakeholders in
their local area.

There are seats to fill across Rushcliffe’s
towns and villages, some of which have
been uncontested in recent elections.

The authority is keen that any individual
who has the desire to represent their
local area is aware of the ease of the
process to stand as a candidate.

To stand as a councillor is straight
forward and it takes no longer than an
hour

hour to complete all the relevant
paperwork.

Further information for prospective
candidates is available from our
Elections team by emailing
elections@rushcliffe.gov.uk or calling
0115 914 8515.

Prospective candidates can now view
the Council’s Become A Councillor
guide at https://www.rushcliffe.gov.uk/
media/Become%20A%20Councillor%20
Guide%20June%202022.pdf.

Rushcliffe Borough Council’s Chief
Executive, Katherine Marriott, said: “It’s
the New Year and we’re asking
residents who are passionate about
their local community to stand as a
borough, town or parish councillor at
this year’s elections in May.

“It can be exceptionally rewarding and
by standing and being elected, you can
help change your community for the
better.

“Age or experience is not important;
you can represent your local area as
long as you are over 18. You don’t have
to be part of a political party as anyone
can stand as an independent candidate.

“If there is a particular local issue you
wish to influence or feel passionate
about, why not stand for election?

“You could also actively play a part in
hosting and co-ordinating community
activities and celebrations and it can be
great way to help shape a community’s
identity.”
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https://www.rushcliffe.gov.uk/media/Become%20A%20Councillor%20Guide%20June%202022.pdf


Public meeting

Looking ahead to the coming months,
the Parish Council Events Committee
are busy thinking about and planning
for a series of events to commemorate
both the forthcoming Coronation and
also some of the more everyday events
that take place in our village life.

We’re very keen to make sure we
represent the dreams and ideas of
people living in the village.

So, we’re inviting you to tell us what’s
important to you in village life, the
special events you’d like to mark, and
when and how you’d like this to
happen.

To this end, the Events Committee has
arranged a public meeting to take place
on Tuesday 7th February at 7pm in the
Committee Room at St Peter’s Rooms.

All are welcome – please come along
and share your views and ideas with us.

The Parish Council Events Committee

You now need photo ID to 
vote at a polling station

Rushcliffe Borough Council’s Elections
team are now spreading the message
on new requirements from this May's
elections onwards, where voters will
require photo ID if voting at a polling
station.

If you vote at a polling station, you may
already have a form of photo ID that is
acceptable. You can use any of the
following:
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• Passport

• Driving licence (including provisional
licence)

• Blue badge

• Certain concessionary travel cards

• Identity card with PASS mark (Proof of
Age Standards Scheme)

• Biometric Immigration document

• Defence identity card

• Certain national identity cards.

For more information on which forms
of photo ID will be accepted, please
visit http://electoralcommission.org.uk/
voterID or call their helpline on 0800
328 0280.

If you don’t already have an accepted
form of photo ID, or you’re not sure
whether your photo ID still looks like
you, you can apply for a free voter ID
document, known as a Voter Authority
Certificate.

You can apply for this at http://voter-
authority-certificate.service.gov.uk.

http://electoralcommission.org.uk/voterID
http://voter-authority-certificate.service.gov.uk/
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Have your say on 
Nottinghamshire policing

Police and Crime Commissioner
Caroline Henry has launched her Police
Budget Consultation for 2023/24 and is
looking for views on the proposals.

It proposes a rise of 29p per week in
the police precept for Band D
properties which, alongside efficiency
savings, will prevent service cuts.

She said: “I am very aware that many of
our residents are facing pressures with
the cost of living and do not want to
add to the taxation burden..

“The precept increase I am proposing is
a small increase that will help secure
good policing and help for victims in
our area over the next year.”

To take part in the consultation, please
visit: https://www.nottinghamshire.pcc.
police.uk/Get-Involved/Consultations-
and-Surveys/Police-Budget-202324-
Consultation.aspx.

No better investment than the 
future of children’s education

School expansion tackles 
capacity issue

A major expansion at Rushcliffe
Spencer Academy in West Bridgford has
been given the green light.

The school joins a long list of schools
across the county that will see millions
of pounds invested by Nottinghamshire
County Council over the next 12 to 18
months, ensuring children in Notts get
the best possible education in modern,
well-equipped schools.

The multi-million pound expansion at
Rushcliffe Spencer Academy will see an
additional 560 secondary school places
created and provide the local
community with a new improved sports
facility.

Hundreds of school places are needed
following the addition of thousands of
new homes in the catchment area in
recent years.

The County Council’s Cabinet for
Economic Development and Asset
Management approved funding of an
additional £27million to deliver the
works to be covered by the Council’s
basic need allocation budget and
housing developer contributions.

Contractors Morgan Sindall will deliver
the scheme for The Spencer Academies
Trust, with Arc Partnership managing
the works on behalf of the County
Council.

https://www.nottinghamshire.pcc.police.uk/Get-Involved/Consultations-and-Surveys/Police-Budget-202324-Consultation.aspx
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Councillor Reg Adair, Deputy Cabinet
Member for Economic Development
and Asset Management, said: “Building
and expanding schools is one of the key
ambitions of this council. There is no
better investment than ensuring
children get a good education.

“This is an investment in our children’s
future. The next few years will be an
exciting time for school developments,
with expansions and improvements
planned across the county, and it is a
development that I’m fully behind.

“The approval for expansion of
Rushcliffe Spencer Academy addresses
the growing demand we’re seeing for
secondary school places in Rushcliffe.”

The expansion will comprise of a stand-
alone new teaching block with dining
facilities and sports hall and associated
changing facilities, remodelling works
to existing buildings, improvements to
the external area such as school access,
car parking and grass roots pitch areas.
The demolition of the existing
Rushcliffe Leisure Centre is also
included in the works.

More than 50 new jobs will be created
for local people in both teaching and
support roles, to meet the needs of the
growing school population.

Councillor Adair added:
“Nottinghamshire has a strong
workforce so it’s great the project will
create jobs and opportunities to aid the
local economy. The new sports
provision will be open to local
community

community groups and clubs and will
cement the schools place at the heart
of the community.”

Cabinet Member for Children and
Young People, Councillor Tracey Taylor,
said: “This council is strongly
committed to investing in schools
across Nottinghamshire and providing
sufficient school places.

“It’s fantastic news the expansion has
been approved – the project will deliver
an additional 450 secondary places and
110 sixth form places, increasing the
school’s current capacity by over a
third. I’m sure this is very welcome
news for residents in the West
Bridgford and Ruddington areas, and I
look forward to the project getting
underway soon.”

Paul West, The Spencer Academies
Trust CEO, said, "We are delighted that
our strategic partners at
Nottinghamshire County Council have
given agreement to undertake this
project, which means that Rushcliffe
Spencer will be able to meet the
demand to educate more local children,
and ensure that local families get the
education provision that they deserve".
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Grants available for elite Ruddington athletes!
Elite athletes across Rushcliffe are being invited to apply for grant funding to
support their efforts in their chosen sport.

The Borough Council’s Elite Sports Grant is available with grants of up to £300 that
aim to reduce some of the financial burden of competing at an advanced level that
can often create a barrier to achievement. Funds may help with costs such as
travel, training, accommodation, competition fees and equipment, specialist
coaching and other specialist support deemed appropriate by the National
Governing Body (NGB) over the next year.

Applications to the grant scheme are being encouraged from athletes who are
currently performing at international level within their sport, with priority given to
competitors in sports or disciplines represented at the Olympic, Paralympic or
Commonwealth Games.

Applicants have until Monday 13th February to apply and must be:

• A resident of Rushcliffe Borough

• 14 years old or over

• Competing in a Sport England recognised sport

• Part of the NGB performance pathway and competing for a Home Nation
Country (GB, England, Scotland, Wales, Northern Ireland) and/or in the national
training squad in their chosen sport. (This varies with different sports but
applicants should, at least, be competing with performers from other counties in
their sport, in recognised competitions.)

• Amateur status

• Fully endorsed by their NGB and National or International coach, who must be
suitably qualified and affiliated.

To accompany the application, a photograph and confirmation letter from their
NGB confirming an athlete’s level of performance is required.

To find out more and apply, please visit: https://bit.ly/3CTEpCF.

mailto:office@RuddingtonParishCouncil.gov.uk
http://www.RuddingtonParishCouncil.gov.uk/
https://bit.ly/3CTEpCF
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